
Second Sunday of Easter April 19, 2020 
 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the 
breaking of bread and to the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
they would sell their property and possessions and divide them among all according to each 
one’s need. Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to 
breaking bread in their homes. They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, 
praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24  
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” Let the house of Aaron say, “His mercy 
endures forever.” Let those who fear the LORD say, “His mercy endures forever.” 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
I was hard pressed and was falling, but the LORD helped me. My strength and my courage is the 
LORD, and he has been my savior. The joyful shout of victory in the tents of the just:  
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. By the LORD has this been 
done; it is wonderful in our eyes. This is the day the LORD has made; let us be glad and rejoice 
in it. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter: 
 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a 
new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you who by the 
power of God are safeguarded through faith, to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
final time. In this you rejoice, although now for a little while you may have to suffer through 
various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that is perishable 
even though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. Although you have not seen him you love him; even though you do not see him 
now yet believe in him, you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, as you attain the goal 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
The word of the Lord. 



 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you 
retain are retained.” Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.” Now a week later his disciples were again inside and 
Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst 
and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” 
Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come 
to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have 
believed.” Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written 
in this book. But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Octave of Easter Reflection 
 
Thomas doubted the testimony of the disciples who saw the risen Jesus. To him, seeing is 
believing – or is it? Seeing is not believing. Seeing is knowing. Knowledge and Faith are separate 
things. I know that one plus one equals two. I can count it on my fingers and I can see it. I need 
no leap of faith to know this fact. I don’t have to trust what my senses tell me. I cannot say I 
believe that one and one make two because I can count. However, when I say that I believe in 
the Risen Lord, there is no way to prove it. People have told me. I can read the story. I hear the 
testimony of faith that people make having never seen Jesus risen body with its wounds. Yet, I 
believe and my faith is strong.  
 
Some years ago, I spoke to a friend who had trouble believing in some of our Catholic dogmas 
of Mary, Jesus’ mother. There are four of them. Mary is the mother of God. Mary was 
conceived without sin. She was a virgin before and after the birth of Jesus and for her entire 
life. When she died, she entered heaven in body and soul. He couldn’t grasp the Immaculate 
Conception, Virgin Birth or the Assumption. He had no trouble believing the first dogma that 
Mary was the mother of God. I asked him if he believed that Jesus was the Messiah and the Son 
of God. He said he did. I asked if he believed that Jesus rose from the dead. He said he did. I 
asked how he could believe the absurd notion that God became a human being born of a 
woman, died the death of a criminal and came back to life. He was shocked! How could I 
question the basic tenant of Christian Faith? I pointed out that Faith is not fact. We believe in 
things we cannot ever see or prove. A necessary component of Faith is Trust. We trust the 



ancient witnesses; we trust our parents and teachers. In the letter to the Hebrews we can read, 
“Faith gives substance to our hopes and convinces us of realities we do not see.” 
 
Relationships work the same way. There’s an old B. B. King Song, “Nobody loves me but my 
mother and she may be jiving too.” When someone tells us they love us, how can we know? For 
sure? We can never truly know what they think or feel. We can’t know what anyone else 
knows. We are separate, individual people. We can know, sense and feel only for our own self. 
Even then, half the time, we are only partly aware of our inner life. We learn to trust others. 
Sometimes our trust is misplaced and others can betray us. Yet, in human society, we must 
trust even when others are untrustworthy. We live, though, as if we can really know for a fact 
that people love and care for us. That knowledge is not at all like knowing that one and one 
equal two. What we cannot prove, we must trust. 
 
I went on to show how the four Marian Dogmas were intertwined and how they were related 
to the mystery of the Incarnation. The theology of which I will leave for another time for it too 
much of a diversion and a topic for another reflection. 
 
I will say that as we have faith in God, we also have faith in those around us. Though in this time 
of social distancing we must keep at least six feet of distance between us and keep in contact 
with our neighbors by phone, email or text. Trusting in God is just like trusting other people. We 
have a relationship with God just like we have relationships with people. Sometimes the 
relationship with God can seem one way. We talk to him but often God is silent back; or so it 
seems. It takes more of an effort to hear what God says to us. We call that process 
discernment. God’s voice is easier to hear when we look back on our lives in reflection. 
Sometimes we can remember how God led us to this day. It takes more of an effort because 
God doesn’t speak as do we. God speaks through things, events and people. Good advice that 
we take can be the way God takes care of us.  
 
We have Thomas. His name may have been a nickname for it meant twin. This may mean that 
he had a twin brother or sister. Thomas is mentioned earlier in the gospel of John. He spoke up 
during the Lazarus story after Jesus decided to travel to Lazarus’ Shiva. He spoke gloomily and 
said, “Let us go and die with him (Jesus). He may have been a realist and somewhat skeptical if 
not cynical. We see his doubts as a bad thing. We give him the pejorative title, “Doubting” 
Thomas. Thus he has two nicknames.  
 
Have any of us ever had doubts. What parent or spouse had not had any second thoughts on 
the wisdom of either being married or having had kids. They may be momentary and said in 
exasperation, but we all have these moments. In my own life, I have, now and then, wondered 
about my choice to be ordained a priest. Doubts are normal for people living their lives. It does 
not mean that we’ve made wrong decisions or do not love our families. I like to look at how 
people develop friendships. We all begin as strangers. When we meet, we become 
acquaintances. As we get to know one another, because we have things in common, we grow 
closer as friends. During that time, there may be ups and down. We may wonder about how the 
other person feels or thinks about us. If we are to become friends, the relationship will 
continue. For the relationship to grow stronger, we confront our doubts. When we discover 
that our doubts have no basis, we grow closer.  
 



When we feel that God doesn’t hear our prayers or when the answer to them is the opposite to 
which we have prayed, who among us wouldn’t wonder about God’s love, providence or 
existence. Yet here we are living today. We face, as does the rest of the human race, this COVID 
19 pandemic. How many countless prayers have been raised to God? Some may wonder and 
doubt. Some may lift these doubts to God as prayer. There is a traditional prayer form in the 
Hebrew Scriptures called the Lament. Why, O why have you done this, O Lord? How can I 
continue without you? As a matter of fact, most of the Psalms show these sentiments. The 
gospels quote Jesus as he dies on the cross, “My God, my God! Why have you forsaken me?” He 
was quoting Psalm 22. We are always afraid to address God in that manner for we fear that God 
will bring something worse to us. This denies what we believe. God is a God of mercy, 
compassion and love. Psalm 22 begins and continues in that way but half way through, the tone 
completely turns the other way. The Psalmist vends his spleen to God and runs out of steam. 
After he’s said what was bothering him to God, he feels better. He has faced God in honesty 
and pain. God received his prayers and, relieved of their burden, the Psalmist raises a voice of 
praise to God. Healing took place in the Psalmist’s life. In confronting his doubt he drew closer 
to God. 
 
What did Thomas do? He confronted his doubt as he expressed it clearly. What was God’s 
response? Did Jesus condemn him or reprimand him? No, Jesus gave him the gift of Faith. 
When I was a kid, there were pictures I saw of Thomas sticking fingers and hands into Jesus’ 
wounds. As and adult, I steer clear of the pious images and attend to the words in the gospel. 
There is no mention of Thomas actually doing any of those things. The gospel tells us that 
Thomas answered, “My Lord and my God.” After facing his doubt and facing Jesus that was all 
he could say. Hopefully, when we confront our doubts and raise them in prayer to Jesus, we will 
say it too.  
 
Jesus’ risen body still bore the scars of his torture and death. I have always wondered why. It 
seems odd that this Glorious Body had scars and holes in it. Does this mean that our glorious 
bodies we will have, after the Second Coming of Christ and the Resurrection, the scars of 
whatever we’ve had when we die? I would think that eternal life would be better than that. 
What purpose do these wound of Jesus have? I have come to solace in Jesus’ wounds. We all 
have them. Perhaps they are a sign of God’s compassion for each of us in our woundedness. We 
can turn to Jesus as we are, no matter what. We believe that Jesus forgives our sin. The stories 
of Jesus’ healing miracles all have Jesus say, “Your sins are forgiven.” A place for us to go with 
our wounds may in deed be the wounded and loving arms of Jesus. It’s not a place to which we 
travel far, but the distance between our head and heart. 
 
Thomas was not afraid to face his doubts and, facing the wounds of Jesus, found Faith. He is an 
example for us all. 
 
James D. Beath 
April 18 & 19, 2020 


