
Passion (Palm) Sunday Reflection    April 5, 2020 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-7 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the 
weary a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear; 
and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks 
to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord 
GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall 
not be put to shame. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24. 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
All who see me scoff at me; they mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads: He relied on 
the LORD; let him deliver him, let him rescue him, if he loves him. 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers closes in upon me; They have pierced my 
hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
They divide my garments among them, and for my vesture they cast lots. But you, O LORD, be 
not far from me; O my help, hasten to aid me. 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will praise you: You 
who fear the LORD, praise him; all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him; revere him, all 
you descendants of Israel! 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:6-11 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians: 
 
 Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something 
to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human 
likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of 
those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66 



 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: 
 
 One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, What 
are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you? They paid him thirty pieces of silver, and 
from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. On the first day of the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread, the disciples approached Jesus and said, Where do you want us to 
prepare for you to eat the Passover? He said, Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, The 
teacher says, My appointed time draws near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with 
my disciples. The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared the Passover. When it 
was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, Amen, I 
say to you, one of you will betray me. Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him one 
after another, Surely it is not I, Lord? He said in reply, He who has dipped his hand into the dish 
with me is the one who will betray me. The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but 
woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had 
never been born. Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply, Surely it is not I, Rabbi? He answered, 
You have said so. While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and 
giving it to his disciples said, Take and eat; this is my body. Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying, Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant,  which will 
be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, from now on I shall not drink 
this fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it with you new in the kingdom of my Father. 
Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, This 
night all of you will have your faith in me shaken, for it is written: I will strike the shepherd, and 
the sheep of the flock will be dispersed; but after I have been raised up, I shall go before you to 
Galilee. Peter said to him in reply, Though all may have their faith in you shaken, mine will 
never be. Jesus said to him, Amen, I say to you, this very night before the cock crows, you will 
deny me three times. Peter said to him,  Even though I should have to die with you, I will not 
deny you. And all the disciples spoke likewise. Then Jesus came with them to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, Sit here while I go over there and pray. He took along 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to feel sorrow and distress. Then he said to 
them, My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch with me. He advanced 
a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying, My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; 
yet, not as I will, but as you will. When he returned to his disciples he found them asleep. He 
said to Peter, So you could not keep watch with me for one hour? Watch and pray that you may 
not undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. Withdrawing a second time, he 
prayed again, My Father, if it is not possible that this cup pass without my drinking it, your will 
be done! Then he returned once more and found them asleep, for they could not keep their 
eyes open. He left them and withdrew again and prayed a third time, saying the same thing 
again. Then he returned to his disciples and said to them, Are you still sleeping and taking your 
rest? Behold, the hour is at hand when the Son of Man is to be handed over to sinners. Get up, 
let us go. Look, my betrayer is at hand. While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, 
arrived, accompanied by a large crowd, with swords and clubs, who had come from the chief 
priests and the elders of the people. His betrayer had arranged a sign with them, saying, The 
man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him. Immediately he went over to Jesus and said, Hail, Rabbi! 
and he kissed him. Jesus answered him, Friend, do what you have come for. Then stepping 
forward they laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. And behold, one of those who accompanied 
Jesus put his hand to his sword, drew it, and struck the high priests servant, cutting off his ear. 
Then Jesus said to him, Put your sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will 
perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot call upon my Father and he will not provide me 
at this moment with more than twelve legions of angels? But then how would the Scriptures be 
fulfilled which say that it must come to pass in this way? At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, 



Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to seize me? Day after day I sat 
teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest me. But all this has come to pass that the 
writings of the prophets may be fulfilled. Then all the disciples left him and fled. Those who had 
arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were 
assembled. Peter was following him at a distance as far as the high priests courtyard, and going 
inside he sat down with the servants to see the outcome. The chief priests and the entire 
Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death, but 
they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward who 
stated, This man said, I can destroy the temple of God and within three days rebuild it. The high 
priest rose and addressed him, Have you no answer? What are these men testifying against 
you? But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, I order you to tell us under oath 
before the living God whether you are the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus said to him in reply, You 
have said so. But I tell you: From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest tore his robes and said, He 
has blasphemed! What further need have we of witnesses? You have now heard the 
blasphemy; what is your opinion? They said in reply, He deserves to die! Then they spat in his 
face and struck him, while some slapped him, saying, Prophesy for us, Christ: who is it that 
struck you? Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. One of the maids came over to him 
and said, You too were with Jesus the Galilean. But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, I 
do not know what you are talking about! As he went out to the gate, another girl saw him and 
said to those who were there,  This man was with Jesus the Nazarene. Again he denied it with 
an oath, I do not know the man! A little later the bystanders came over and said to Peter, Surely 
you too are one of them; even your speech gives you away. At that he began to curse and to 
swear, I do not know the man. And immediately a cock crowed. Then Peter remembered the 
word that Jesus had spoken: Before the cock crows you will deny me three times. He went out 
and began to weep bitterly. When it was morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the 
people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. They bound him, led him away, and 
handed him over to Pilate, the governor. Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had been 
condemned, deeply regretted what he had done. He returned the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders, saying,  I have sinned in betraying innocent blood. They said, What is 
that to us? Look to it yourself. Flinging the money into the temple, he departed and went off 
and hanged himself. The chief priests gathered up the money, but said, It is not lawful to 
deposit this in the temple treasury, for it is the price of blood. After consultation, they used it to 
buy the potters field as a burial place for foreigners. That is why that field even today is called 
the Field of Blood. Then was fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet, And 
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of a man with a price on his head, a price set by 
some of the Israelites, and they paid it out for the potters field just as the Lord had commanded 
me. Now Jesus stood before the governor, and he questioned him, Are you the king of the 
Jews? Jesus said, You say so. And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made 
no answer. Then Pilate said to him, Do you not hear how many things they are testifying against 
you? But he did not answer him one word, so that the governor was greatly amazed. Now on 
the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd one prisoner 
whom they wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when 
they had assembled, Pilate said to them, Which one do you want me to release to you, 
Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ? For he knew that it was out of envy that they had handed him 
over. While he was still seated on the bench, his wife sent him a message, Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man. I suffered much in a dream today because of him. The chief priests 
and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. The governor 
said to them in reply, Which of the two do you want me to release to you? They answered, 
Barabbas! Pilate said to them, Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ? They all said, Let 
him be crucified! But he said, Why? What evil has he done? They only shouted the louder, Let 



him be crucified! When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all,  but that a riot was 
breaking out instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, I 
am innocent of this mans blood. Look to it yourselves. And the whole people said in reply,  His 
blood be upon us and upon our children. Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he had 
Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped off his 
clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they 
placed it on his head, and a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, 
saying, Hail, King of the Jews! They spat upon him and took the reed and kept striking him on 
the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his 
own clothes, and led him off to crucify him. As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named 
Simon; this man they pressed into service to carry his cross. And when they came to a place 
called Golgotha, which means Place of the Skull, they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. 
But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink. After they had crucified him, they divided his 
garments by casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And they placed 
over his head the written charge against him: This is Jesus, the King of the Jews. Two 
revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left. Those passing 
by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, You who would destroy the temple and rebuild 
it in three days, save yourself, if you are the Son of God, and come down from the cross! 
Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said, He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. So he is the king of Israel! Let him come down from the cross now, and we 
will believe in him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, I am 
the Son of God. The revolutionaries who were crucified with him also kept abusing him in the 
same way. From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
And about three oclock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? which means, 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Some of the bystanders who heard it said, This 
one is calling for Elijah. Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and 
putting it on a reed, gave it to him to drink. But the rest said, Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to 
save him. But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil of 
the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs 
were opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. And coming 
forth from their tombs after his resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly when 
they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, Truly, this was the Son of 
God! There were many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from 
Galilee, ministering to him. Among them were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 
and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. When it was evening, there came a rich 
man from Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be handed over. Taking the body, Joseph 
wrapped it in clean linen and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock. Then he 
rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and departed. But Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary remained sitting there, facing the tomb. The next day, the one following the day 
of preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, Sir, we 
remember that this impostor while still alive said, After three days I will be raised up. Give 
orders, then, that the grave be secured until the third day, lest his disciples come and steal him 
and say to the people, He has been raised from the dead. This last imposture would be worse 
than the first. Pilate said to them, The guard is yours; go, secure it as best you can. So they went 
and secured the tomb by fixing a seal to the stone and setting the guard. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 



Passion (Palm) Sunday Reflection 
 
Since this is a reflection, and not a homily, I thought I’d do something different. We all know the 
story the Passion of St. Matthew tells. In stead of focusing on the story, I thought of focusing on 
the words of Jesus. They are powerful and have relevance to us especially when the infection 
rate and death rate rises from the COVID 19 pandemic. 
 
We are separated, isolated, anxious and perhaps afraid. I know I am. Fortunately, there are 
phone, email and cable TV. These reflections I’ve been writing give me something to do that has 
meaning. I am not a typist. I type with an advanced hunt and peck method, using more that two 
fingers. On a good day, I might do twenty words a minute with an accuracy of 70%. I prefer to 
preach and celebrate Mass. That, right now is impossible. When one cannot do the best thing, 
do the next best thing. That way the bowl stays half-full. 
 
Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, The teacher says, "My appointed time draws 
near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples." 
 
When I’ve gone to visit people in hospitals or at home to bring them the Eucharist or when I 
send the Ministers of Care, at Sunday mass, to visit people, I stress that we bring Jesus and the 
Church to them. Since they cannot gather with us, we do the next best thing. Separation of the 
Body of Christ is never the best thing. Hear what Jesus, himself says. This is an appointed time! 
We cannot gather together. We know the scripture found in Matthew, “When two or three 
gather in my name, I am there with you” and “Remember always; I am with you always, until 
the end of the age.” 
 
I am not hinting that this is the end of anything. Quite the opposite; this is a beginning of 
something new. What is the House of God? Is it our parish church, the building? Right now, all it 
houses is the Eucharist, held in reserve. Is it the Church? The Church can be defined as the 
People of God. It is in each of the People of God where Jesus lives. Even as we are separated 
from one another, Jesus lives in each one of us. Sometimes it can feel that God is far from us, 
forgotten us or deserted us. We live by faith not our feelings. In Jesus’ own words, “In your 
house I shall celebrate with my disciples.” Let this be our anchor. Faith is based on trust, as is 
love. Trust and love with Christ. 
 
I tell you truly; I say to you, one of you will betray me. 
 
God knows us well. He knows when we sit and when we stand. He has knit us in our mother’s 
womb. If we fly to the heights or the deepest depths, whether in distance or in mood, Jesus 
knows us. This is the irony of many of our prayers. God knows before we know ourselves. Why, 
then, is there distance and mood? Why do catastrophe, tragedy and calamity strike our lives? 
Why doesn’t Jesus work a miracle to save us? Catastrophe is sudden, unexpected disaster that 
strikes, like this pandemic. Over disasters, we have no control. It is with God’s grace we will find 
strength to cope. Tragedy is what we do, sometime with the best of intentions or out of our 
weaknesses and flaws, to hurt others. Because we are all Human beings we are all potential 
sources of tragedy. To sin is Human. Only through God’s grace, can this be healed. Calamity is 
just another word for catastrophe (I like to use triplets in my rhetoric). 
 
There was an Indian, Jesuit priest, Anthony De Mello. He was a psychologist and spiritual 
director. I’ve never read any of his books, but when I made a retreat at a Jesuit retreat house 
more that twenty years ago, I read a book. The book was one of the two books in the room I 



had, the other being a bible. It is called, Hearts on Fire: Praying with Jesuits. There were several 
quotes from Fr. De Mello. One quote caught me off guard. It shook me up as being so odd. 
“Repentance reaches fullness when you are brought to gratitude for your sins.” Now that you 
have read it, I think you can see what I mean. 
 
I first read De Mello’s quote twenty five years ago. Where do we turn when we sin? Do we try 
to hide what we’ve done? The people who know us well, those who are the closest to us and 
those who love us the most already are well familiar with our flaws, faults and weaknesses. 
They are the ones we can hurt the most. In times of hurt, to whom do we turn? We turn to 
those same people. It is only when we turn to them that, ironically, we will find healing. In some 
ways, through healing, as we turn to those we love, we can grow closer. 
 
The same is true with God. God loves us far more than we can love him, ourselves or others. 
God knows us well. At the Easter Vigil, there is the great Easter hymn, the Exultet. It is a chant 
that I have often sung. It’s one of the few occasions when I will sing, a cappella. It is about the 
light of the newly-lit Pascal Candle. There is a startling line in that too, “O happy fault, o 
necessary sin of Adam.” I remember hearing that at the first Easter Vigil I served in English. 
Traditionally we stand during the hymn. That line knocked me off my feet. How can sin be 
necessary?! The explanation is this, If sin never became part of human life, God would never 
have become a human being. Jesus would never have been born. The great saving event of 
Jesus passion, death, resurrection, ascension and sending the Holy Spirit would never take 
place. Think of it: the Word became flesh, God became one like us, God died for our sins, Jesus 
rose from the dead, returned to the Father and Jesus sent us the Spirit. This shows the depths 
of God’s love and God’s commitment to the entire human race. 
 
Sin was the way God chose to enter an intimate relationship with each one of us. We turn to 
God in our sin for forgiveness. When we sin, God comes closer to each of us because that is 
when we need God the most. Jesus words do not accuse; they invite us into a deeper and 
intimate relationship. 
 
He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me is the one who will betray me. The Son of 
Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been born. 
 
The mystery of Judas has always intrigued me. The entire Church considers Judas to be the 
ultimate traitor. He was an intimate companion of Jesus, a disciple, an apostle one of the 
twelve and, perhaps, a friend. How could someone do this? He was a paid, criminal informant! 
His betrayal killed Jesus. However, without this man the Cross wouldn’t have happened. That 
seems to be the point, but is it? The Cross is the point. The reason we had Christmas was so we 
could have Good Friday. Jesus was born; the Word became flesh; God died on the Cross to save 
each of us. Should we condemn Judas? Wasn’t he the means to fulfillment of Jesus true 
Mission, the Cross? Jesus knew Judas would betray him. This was part of God’s original plan, 
before the world and human beings were born. Could we bring ourselves to thank him instead? 
Can we say again, “O happy fault; o necessary sin of Judas?” 
 
You have said so. 
 
This is Jesus response to to Judas, “Surely, it is not I Rabbi.” Jesus does not expose Judas 
himself. Jesus does not accuse. Judas admits his responsibility, though indirectly, for what he 
has done. I find it interesting that Jesus was not the one to condemn Judas. The disciples, the 
early Church and, today, we condemned Judas. All of us have acted in a way that Jesus, with his 



own words, has forbidden. “Judge, lest you be judged.” “The measure with which you measure 
will be measured back to you” “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.” What do these words of Jesus tell us? Wouldn’t it be better to place the man into 
Jesus, loving arms? Jesus arms, on the cross, are always outstretched as if for an invitation for 
an embrace. 
 
Wait, didn’t Judas hang himself? Didn’t he commit suicide? Isn’t that an unforgivable sin? Jesus 
tells us that no sin is unforgiveable accept a sin against the Holy Spirit. Sometimes what Jesus 
says is ambiguous. He never bothers to say what that means. Exactly what is a sin against the 
Holy Spirit? Any attempt to discern its meaning is speculation. I may think I know, but someone 
else will thing something else. I prefer to defer to God’s judgment and always commend people 
into God’s mercy. All of us know victims of suicide. I have had to celebrate many funerals for 
people who have done that. I have had to counsel, console and pray with victims’ families, as 
well as my own family. I always ask then if they still love the one who has done this. Invariably, 
they answer with a firm, “Yes!” If we can still love them, how can God, whose love is perfect an 
unconditional, not love them either? We entrust them to God, trusting and believing in God’s 
mercy. Could God stop loving Judas? Think carefully about your answer. If you say, “Yes,” that 
could be close to the unforgiveable sin, of which Jesus spoke (I have just tipped my hand about 
what I think Jesus meant). 
 
Take and eat; this is my body; Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, from now on I shall 
not drink this fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it with you new in the kingdom of my 
Father. 
 
I put the next two things Jesus said together. These are Jesus words of institution, when Jesus 
celebrated the first Eucharist. Pope John Paul II has told us that the Eucharist is the greatest 
action of the Church. He said this based on these things. The word Eucharist comes from two 
Greek words; eu, which means, “full of” or “filled with” and charis which means, “grace” or 
“gift.” Put together they mean “full of grace” or “filled with gift.” When we are filled with God’s 
gift or grace, we are thankful. Eucharist means Thanksgiving. At the Eucharist, we now call the 
Mass, we remember what God has done and give thanks. We remember in a special way. It as if 
we are there, at the last supper, at Jesus’ Cross, at the empty tomb, atop the mountain and in 
the upper room to receive the Holy Spirit. The altar is the room where Jesus supped, the cross 
where he suffered and died, the tomb where he rose from the dead, the place where Jesus 
ascended to the Father and the room where the Holy Spirit descended, in real time. We call this 
way of remembering, Celebration. We celebrate our birthday, which our mother 
remembers(ed), as if we actually do. We celebrate our parents’ birthdays too, in the same way. 
 
The Eucharist is an action we do together (in normal times). The Eucharist is also a thing. It is 
the Body and Blood of Jesus. We say the Body and Blood of Jesus in three interconnected ways 
and in this order. First Jesus had a body and Blood. He sacrificed his body and shed his blood on 
the cross. In the Book of Exodus, God instructed the Israelites to sacrifice (that is kill) a lamb, 
collect its blood (the manner of killing was to slit its throat), smear the lamb blood over the 
door of their homes, prepare to leave Egypt that night and eat the lamb that night. The angel of 
death was coming and, by the blood, knew who to spare and pass over. By this God saved the 
people of Israel. In Jesus’ sacrifice saves us from sin and death. 
 
Second when we gather in Jesus’ name, Jesus is in our midst. In Jesus’ midst we become his 
Body and Blood, the Church. Gathered together, we celebrate the Pascal Mystery which saved 
us from death and sin. Jesus is our Pascal Lamb. Gathered together, we offer Jesus to God as an 



un-bloody sacrifice that Jesus first offered for us. Gathered together, we offer thanksgiving for 
what God has done for us. Gathered together, we celebrate a meal where we, like the ancient 
Israelites, eat the meal. The sacrifice is complete only when we eat what we sacrifice. 
 
This leads to the third sense of the Body of Christ. At mass, during the Eucharist, bread and 
wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus, the Eucharist. We call this Transubstantiation. The 
Eucharist merely looks and tastes like bread and wine. The substance has changed for it is now, 
truly, the Body and Blood of Jesus. This is the meal we share and eat. The mass is both sacrifice 
and meal. 
 
Let’s put this together. God became a human being in the birth of Jesus. Jesus was fully divine 
and fully human. Jesus died on the cross to forgive our sins and save us from death. Jesus rose 
from the dead to give us the promise of eternal life and resurrection. Jesus returned to the 
Father and sent the Holy Spirit. The disciples received the Spirit and became the living stones of 
the Church. The Church is the Body and Blood of Jesus living in the world. When we gather, how 
do we know this is real? We represent a reality of something unseen.  
 
The Eucharist is a sacrament that we gather to celebrate and eat, together. A sacrament is 
something we can see, touch, smell, taste and eat. This is an outward sign of what we cannot 
see. With Jesus among us, we become his body and blood. We offer and share Jesus’ Body and 
Blood together at mass. The mass we celebrate and the Eucharist we receive in communion, 
show who we are: the Church of Christ, his Body and Blood. 
 
This night all of you will have your faith in me shaken, for it is written: 'I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed'; but after I have been raised up, I shall 
go before you to Galilee. 
 
In these words, Jesus prepared his disciples for his arrest, trial, beating and death. It is a dire 
message, the flock will be shaken and dispersed, the shepherd being struck down. There is also 
hope; he shall rise! Our current situation sounds like this. We are shaken and dispersed. 
Practicing social distance means being apart. The parish is closed. I’ve missed Holy Week and 
Easter a few times in my life through illness. Those were always difficult. I enjoy the Paschal 
celebration. Oddly, the one liturgy I detested, as a kid, is my favorite now; Good Friday. This is 
the first time since the Black Death, in the 1300’s, that we are all forbidden from gathering 
together. As the numbers of infected people rise and more die, there is good reason for this. 
We need to protect each other as we protect our selves. The COVID 19 will not just last for days 
and weeks but months, we are in for a long dispersion. Let us keep one another in prayer and 
place ourselves in the only arms that cannot infect us; in God’s embrace. We can also place 
those who have died into God’s arms; they are already there. We can invoke their prayers for 
us too. Churchill was supposed to have said, “When you go through hell, keep going.” This is 
only possible with God’s help and our prayers for each other. There’s another proverb, “This 
too shall pass.” This is not always easy as anyone who has ever given birth or passed a kidney 
stone can say. We are still one in Christ in spirit and desire.  
 
I tell you truly; I say to you, this very night before the cock crows, you will deny me three 
times. 
 
Peter, who was not a saint yet, betrayed Jesus, as did Judas, as did the other ten apostles. The 
story from the gospel of John is the only one to have an apostle near the cross. The gospel does 
not name him but gives him a title: the disciple who Jesus loved. Also in John, Jesus gives them 
leave. He tells the mob to let them go. In the other three gospels, they all run away. Peter, at 



least witnessed part of the trial. We know Judas’ fate, or we think we do. Matthew tells us that 
Judas hanged himself. The gospels of John, Mark and Luke do not mention Judas fate. The Acts 
of the Apostles have a completely different death scene. Judas is so full of evil, he trips and 
falls, his belly bursts and his guts gush out. The rest of these guys become saints after they die. 
Judas was the means of Jesus’ fulfilling the mission of the Cross. The other tens tried to save 
their skins. In their case, such is God’s mercy. The Cross was their means of salvation. Sainthood 
is theirs through God’s gift. This gives me, a fellow sinner hope through the glimpse of eternal 
life in their sainthood. This gift and glimpse is for us all. 
 
Sit here while I go over there and pray. My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and 
keep watch with me. So you could not keep watch with me for one hour? Watch and pray 
that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand when the Son of Man is to be 
handed over to sinners. Get up, let us go. Look, my betrayer is at hand. 
 
Sit here. That seems like what we all do. Go and pray. Any time God comes to mind, through 
our prayers or when God just pops into mind. We can offer God what is deepest in us. God 
knows us better than we know ourselves. Why try to hide? God is love and mercy. We know 
this even when it feels otherwise. At those (these) times remember what we’ve been taught, 
what we know. Faith is not the same as our feeling. In these words of Jesus we here his anxiety 
and fear. These feelings he offers in prayer. To be Christ like may be easy knowing what Jesus 
went through. Jesus faces his fears. Let us get up go, like Jesus and his lads, as we face this 
crisis. 
 
My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will. My 
Father, if it is not possible that this cup pass without my drinking it, your will be done!" 
 
There are several times, in the gospels, Jesus prays. Depending on which gospel and which 
perspective, Jesus prays either before or after his missions and miracles. If we combine the 
gospel stories, it is both before and after. We have texts of Jesus prayers too. We pray the 
prayer Jesus taught, the “Our Father.” These prayers are Jesus plea for help. He didn’t want to 
die. He did want to do God’s will. We witness, in Jesus’ words the interactions of his human and 
divine natures. The Father did not give what he wanted, but gave him what he needed to 
accept and complete his mission to die on the Cross. This has profound implications for us. We 
pray for God to remove the threat of this virus. We pray for our families, our friends and 
neighbors to be safe from it. We pray for those sick and perhaps dying to be healed. We 
remember the dead and their families. We ask that it become the way it was before this global 
outbreak We pray to be able to pay our bills. Can we also pray, facing this threat with the 
words, “Yet, not as I will, but as you will?” “Thy will be done” may be the most difficult we can 
say and offer to God in prayer. 
 
Friend, do what you have come for. 
 
Who was Judas? Was he friend or foe? Traitor and betrayer or, as Jesus did, following God’s 
will? Did Jesus really mean “friend?” Was Jesus just acting as Jesus? As a human being, he may 
have been speaking in irony. Since he acknowledged Judas in light of his mission to die on the 
cross does “friend” really need the quotes? Perhaps Jesus was acting as God, living his mission 
of redemptive mercy. I would hope the when Jesus addresses me in that matter, when I face 
him in death, he will be acting as God. We trust the Cross and God’s mercy. 
 



Put your sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do 
you think that I cannot call upon my Father and he will not provide me at this moment with 
more than twelve legions of angels? But then how would the Scriptures be fulfilled which say 
that it must come to pass in this way? Have you come out as against a robber, with swords 
and clubs to seize me? Day after day I sat teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest 
me. But all this has come to pass that the writings of the prophets may be fulfilled. 
 
What will be will be. Jesus does not go to his death passively. He speaks the truth; truth to 
power. Gone is the anxiety and fear. In these words we hear Jesus’ active choice to die and 
fulfill that plan of God. The Father answered Jesus’ desperate appeal with strength and grace. 
Jesus is the promised Messiah, God’s own son. 
 
As I pray, “Thy will be done,” I pray that God will give me what I need to follow God’s will, as as 
God gave it to Jesus. As I look back in life, God has not failed yet! To remember how God has 
blessed with what we needed to have gotten to this day, may be what we need to face our 
present with the same strength and grace as did Jesus. 
 
You have said so. But I tell you: From now on you will see 'the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of the Power' and If coming on the clouds of heaven.' 
 
Jesus, with these words proclaims his identity to the authorities. He also states that his death 
on the Cross is not the end. He implies his resurrection with his promise to return. He proclaims 
this to unbelievers. The message is not for those who don’t hear, listen or believe. Jesus speaks 
to us. He words are for our benefit. He wants us to find this hope through his suffering and 
thereby in ours. He shows that there can be meaning and truth amid suffering and lies. What 
the authorities saw in Jesus was not what we see. They interrogated him seeking crime and 
sordidness. They saw a criminal. We see Jesus, the Son of God who loves and who, by his Holy 
Cross has redeemed us. If Jesus leads us through this crisis, it will be in one of two ways. Either 
we will carry on in this life living or directly to himself in death. As we can see Jesus beyond how 
the authorities saw him, he can see us for who we really are; we are God’s sons and daughters 
and Jesus brothers and sisters. 
 
You say so. 
 
As Jesus faced Pilate, the foreign occupying governor, he shows he remains unbroken. Jesus still 
faces beating and death soon. There is no turning back. This interchange reminds be of the 
questions Jesus asked the disciples. Who do the people say I am and who do you say I am? 
Pilate has no clue. He, like the other authorities, see Jesus surface. We see Jesus with eyes of 
faith. Peter answered Jesus, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God!” Jesus blessed 
Peter for his leap of faith. But when Jesus the reveals the Cross to be his mission, Peter shows 
his blindness as he tries to talk Jesus out of accepting the Cross. We can see, from our 
perspective of faith and knowing the rest of the gospel story a bigger perspective. I have 
sympathy with Peter. It’s easier to see perspective as we look back. As we live now, it can be 
difficult to see the forest for the trees. It can be harder to see light at the end of the tunnel. Can 
we say, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. I trust you with all my heart. Mind you, 
sometimes I can. I can now. 
 
Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 
These, at least in Matthew’s gospel, are Jesus final words. Soon after, Jesus breathes his last. 
They seem to negate all that went before in the Gospel. The words seem to express despair. I 



remember a day when the good sisters taught me, while in grammar school, that despair was a 
serious sin. I remember when I pointed out these word of Jesus and asked if Jesus felt despair. 
Those poor women; I imagine what they felt when, in seventh grade; I declared my intention to 
enter Quigley, the seminary, and become a priest. They may have despaired! Jesus quoted 
Psalm 22. It is one of the laments. Most of us are uncomfortable to express any negative feeling 
toward God to God. After all, God can always make it worse. To the contrary, any time and in 
any way we approach God, it is prayer. Jesus turned to God; he expressed his pain to God. Yes, 
Jesus died. In fact, when Jesus prayed this way, he was close to death. This he offered to the 
Father. The Father received Jesus. Three days later, Jesus rose from the dead. There were no 
repercussions from Jesus offering a lament. When we pray, who benefits? We can add nothing 
to God. Prayer draws us closer to God. We benefit from our prayers. Sometimes when we offer 
our depths to God, we come to know, more fully, what we feel. 
 
I recommend reading the entire Psalm 22. The author vends his spleen to God. I hear the 
anguish, isolation, despair and anger. The images are stark. The words sound harsh. The 
sentiment is overwhelming. All of a sudden, the author seems to run out of steam. He begins to 
praise God. The contrast between the start and finish of this Psalm can be puzzling. What we 
can hear is simple. In baring his soul to God, God heals the man. How does this happen? God 
hears his pleas. This is from the author’s experience. It is reflected in his words. God heard him. 
The next Psalm, 23, is a far cry. “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” To 
know a new beginning is first to know an end. To rise again, one must first die. We know Easter 
will come. 
 
P. S. 
 
I know this is long. Thank God this is a reflection to read. If this was a homily, at eight pages, I’m 
guessing, this could take more than a half hour to read aloud. At mass, you are a captive 
audience. Since this is a document, you can read it, skim it or ignore it all together. 
 
It is difficult for me to prepare for an Easter we will not celebrate together. I cannot see a mass 
video as anything approaching a celebration. I propose that we wait until the COVID 19 
pandemic passes over or runs its course. I fear the latter is more likely. I pray that we can 
remain well until then to experience an Easter, later and together. 
 
James D. Beath 
April 4 & 5, 2020 
 


