
FIRST READING: Isaiah 26:1-6 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 “A strong city have we; he sets up walls and ramparts to protect us. Open up the gates 
  to let in a nation that is just, one that keeps faith. A nation of firm purpose you keep in peace; 
in peace, for its trust in you.” Trust in the LORD forever! For the LORD is an eternal Rock. He 
humbles those in high places, and the lofty city he brings down; He tumbles it to the ground, 
levels it with the dust. It is trampled underfoot by the needy, by the footsteps of the poor. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. It is better to take 
refuge in the LORD than to trust in man. It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in 
princes.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
Open to me the gates of justice; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. This gate is the 
LORD’s; the just shall enter it. I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have 
been my savior. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
O LORD, grant salvation! O LORD, grant prosperity! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
LORD; we bless you from the house of the LORD. The LORD is God, and he has given us light. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. “Everyone who 
listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on 
rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not 
collapse; it had been set solidly on rock. And everyone who listens to these words of mine but 
does not act on them will be like a fool who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the floods 
came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was completely 
ruined.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 1st Thursday of Advent 
 
What is a strong city? What is a just nation? What does God have to do with it? All my life I 
have heard people say, “Things were better in the past.” Were they really? Our cities are 
getting old and years of the policy of deferred maintenance have taken their toll. Streets, 
bridges, buildings and sewers can collapse. And they have and do. Crime and poverty seem to 
prevail. These are external things; things out there. The city, as implied in Isaiah was Jerusalem. 



Jerusalem, its king and temple were destroyed by pagan armies. There was no city! To what did 
the prophet refer? The people were in exile that led to Diaspora. Some, a remnant, would 
return one day and rebuild Jerusalem and its temple but the rest continue to live in Diaspora. 
Many are good and faithful, still, to God and the Covenant. The strong city is the good and 
faithful believer. God has made them so. God unites the nation in faith, spread throughout the 
world still in Diaspora. 
 
We, as Christians have a new covenant; won for us by Jesus dying on the cross. Jesus has saved 
us through his death and resurrection. We enter that covenant through our faith in God and in 
Jesus. Faith is a complete gift from God. God has given it to us already. God has yet to give it to 
others. We have no control over God. Through faith, we can trust that God will act in God’s own 
time and way to save all people. God is within us and a part of us, closer that our breath and 
beating hearts. What I can do and say may be witness to my faith, but it is God who works 
within the people who hear and see me. I do not redeem anyone, even myself. The grace of 
God, which is the Holy Spirit, does it all. 
 
Isaiah speaks to people of faith. It is God who gave it to Isaiah and to those who read or heard 
his witness. We do now; God speaks to us. Isaiah came in the name of the Lord; blessed is he. 
However’ so do we; as people of faith. Do we come in God’s name too? Are we blessed? How 
can sinful people be blessed and holy? God’s blessing is knowing God’s presence. That we can 
know; for God is a mere thought away and always near. Only God is holy. God lives within us. 
Our holiness comes from that; not what we do. What we do comes out of the people we are. 
We are both sinners and holy at the same time. 
 
We are human and not God. With our limits we can rely on God’s infinite supply of holiness. 
God forgives us when we fail to try again. This cycle will continue as long as we are alive. 
Salvation may have occurred through Jesus once and for all, but salvation for us sinners 
continues to unfold as long as we live. A saint is merely a dead sinner for being dead no one can 
again sin. Our final transformation into Christ will come when Jesus returns. The dead will rise 
and we and they will be like Jesus. 
 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We can see Jesus in everyone we meet; 
even our worst enemies and those we can’t stand. So when the mail arrives, so does Jesus. 
When we wait in line, Jesus waits with us. This is how God builds the city, with living stones; you 
and me. Such thoughts are gifts from God; whenever we greet the mail carrier and wait in line 
with others. God’s only a thought away. Graced in memory, God’s living presence in us. 
 
So, after Jesus told the lads, “Not all who say to him, Lord, Lord will enter the kingdom of God,” 
of whom did they think? Was it all those unbelievers and those who actively resisted Jesus and 
his message? Did the early Church members think of all those who persecuted them? Was this 
what we think too? For if it is, that’s not what Jesus had in mind. What others do or do not do is 
beyond our personal purview. We do not confess their sins before God and to Christ. We 
confess our own. A very dear, old friend, who as since returned to God in death, once said one 
of the wisest things I’ve ever heard. God has no grand-children. Each person, every human 
being is a beloved child of God, created in love by God in God’s own image and likeness. Each of 
us is a sinner and, as Paul included in his observation, of whom I am foremost. God saves each 
person one at a time and from within. For that is where we will best find God as the rock of our 
human souls. 
 
How do we still wear our masks in public? How do we get our vaccinations? How can we listen 
to people’s opposing opinions? How will we seek Christ in each person we meet? How can we 



do what’s right and the will of God? Only through God’s grace. God’s grace and power is best 
defined as the Catholic Dictionary defined it; the magnificent out pouring of love by the Holy 
Spirit. We live now through God’s grace and by faith we will live forever with God when this life 
ends. God has seen us to this day and leads us as this day continues. 
 
May God bless us with God’s presence always; now and forever. 
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