
Readings for Tuesday of the 28th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Galatians 5:1-6 
 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Galatians: 
 

 Brothers and sisters: For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again 
to the yoke of slavery. It is I, Paul, who am telling you that if you have yourselves circumcised, 
Christ will be of no benefit to you. Once again I declare to every man who has himself 
circumcised that he is bound to observe the entire law. You are separated from Christ, you who 
are trying to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. For through the Spirit, by faith, we 
await the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
counts for anything, but only faith working through love. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48 
Let your mercy come to me, O Lord. 
 
Let your mercy come to me, O LORD, your salvation according to your promise. 
Let your mercy come to me, O Lord. 
 
Take not the word of truth from my mouth, for in your ordinances is my hope. 
Let your mercy come to me, O Lord. 
 
And I will keep your law continually, forever and ever. 
Let your mercy come to me, O Lord. 
 
And I will walk at liberty, because I seek your precepts. 
Let your mercy come to me, O Lord. 
 
And I will delight in your commands, which I love. 
Let your mercy come to me, O Lord. 
 
And I will lift up my hands to your commands and meditate on your statutes. 
Let your mercy come to me, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Luke 11:37-41 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 After Jesus had spoken, a Pharisee invited him to dine at his home. He entered and reclined 
at table to eat. The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not observe the prescribed washing 
before the meal. The Lord said to him, “Oh you Pharisees! Although you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and the dish, inside you are filled with plunder and evil. You fools! Did not the maker of 
the outside also make the inside? But as to what is within, give alms, and behold, everything 
will be clean for you.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



 
Reflection for Tuesday of the 28th Week of the Year 
 
As Catholics, we are used to rituals during mass and the sacraments. Often these rituals are 
performed in Church. When Catholic families gather for meals, we begin them with a prayer 
that blesses those gathered to dine and for the food we eat. Jewish meals begin with prayer too 
and included with the prayer is ritual. We wash our hands before we gather and sit down at 
table. Jewish hand washing is done at the table or in the dining room. There is a special vessel 
set aside for that purpose called a two-handled Natla. It is a large cup or ewer. Our practice 
originated for public hygiene. Jewish ritual comes from the bible and rabbinic teaching. At mass 
we have a practice similar to the Jewish ritual. When the priest washes his fingers right after 
the preparation of the gifts and prays, “Lord wash away my inequity; cleanse me of my sin.” 
This is the context of today’s gospel. The Pharisees complaint was about fidelity to Jewish ritual 
as prescribed by the law. It had little to do with the disciple’s hygiene. 
 
Paul’s argument about male circumcision always makes me cringe. I was circumcised as a baby. 
However, it was for hygienic purposes not religious ones. Paul, as a practicing Jew, concerned 
himself with how Jesus saved us through his cross and resurrection. The Christians of Galatia 
were pagans who converted to Christ. They weren’t converting to Judaism. As it happens, male 
circumcision is necessary for becoming Jewish and is a rite of initiation. Once one is initiated 
into Judaism, one is obligated to practice it. Paul saw that initiation into Jesus was central to the 
Christian Church. That is why few of us are Jewish today. 
 
For ritual and prayer to be effective, both must lead us to God through Jesus. If they don’t they 
become empty words and worthless actions. Both Jesus and Paul seek for people to put what 
they believe into action. Conversion to Christ is shown by the witness we give. Both of these 
stories seem to show problems that have contemporary issues. Division seems to be a theme; 
those who seek circumcision versus those who seek Christ and the Pharisees versus the 
Disciples. Never shall the opposing sides meet. What Jesus offers is the only way. 
 
Paul had made firm his opposition to circumcision. His arguments were clear and secure. 
However by the end, Paul downplayed both arguments stating that they were irrelevant. All 
that really mattered was faith working through love. Would that we all could adopt such a 
vision. Sometimes what divides us from others can seem carved in stone. Yet, as we can seek 
Christ in anyone we meet, Jesus is there. As human beings, created in God’s image and likeness, 
Jesus is part of us all. Can we avoid regarding what we see on the surface and seek people’s 
inner depths? Jesus sees into our depths and knows us despite ourselves. He loves us, too, with 
love that is unconditional and eternal. 
 
When we accept the Lord and his way, the Spirit transforms us. God’s gift of faith changes our 
perspective, allowing us to see through the eyes of Jesus. Our words, thoughts and actions 
reveal, through this faith, God to a waiting world. 
 
May God help us to keep ourselves and one another safe. 
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