
FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 
 
A reading from the Book of Exodus: 
 
 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once to your people whom you brought out of the 
land of Egypt, for they have become depraved. They have soon turned aside from the way I 
pointed out to them, making for themselves a molten calf and worshiping it, sacrificing to it and 
crying out, ‘This is your God, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt!’ The LORD said 
to Moses, “I see how stiff-necked this people is. Let me alone, then, that my wrath may blaze 
up against them to consume them. Then I will make of you a great nation.” But Moses implored 
the LORD, his God, saying, “Why, O LORD, should your wrath blaze up against your own people, 
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with such great power and with so strong a hand? 
Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent he brought them out, that he might kill them in 
the mountains and exterminate them from the face of the earth’? Let your blazing wrath die 
down; relent in punishing your people. Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, and 
how you swore to them by your own self, saying, ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as 
the stars in the sky; and all this land that I promised, I will give your descendants as their 
perpetual heritage.’” So the LORD relented in the punishment he had threatened to inflict on 
his people. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 
Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people. 
 
Our fathers made a calf in Horeb and adored a molten image; They exchanged their glory for 
the image of a grass-eating bullock. 
Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people. 
 
They forgot the God who had saved them, who had done great deeds in Egypt, Wondrous 
deeds in the land of Ham, terrible things at the Red Sea. 
Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people. 
 
Then he spoke of exterminating them, but Moses, his chosen one, Withstood him in the breach 
to turn back his destructive wrath. 
Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people. 
 
GOSPEL: John 5:31-47 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Jesus said to the Jews: “If I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is not true. But there is 
another who testifies on my behalf, and I know that the testimony he gives on my behalf is 
true. You sent emissaries to John, and he testified to the truth. I do not accept human 
testimony, but I say this so that you may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and for a 
while you were content to rejoice in his light. But I have testimony greater than John’s. The 
works that the Father gave me to accomplish, these works that I perform testify on my behalf 
that the Father has sent me. Moreover, the Father who sent me has testified on my behalf. But 
you have never heard his voice nor seen his form, and you do not have his word remaining in 
you, because you do not believe in the one whom he has sent. You search the Scriptures, 



because you think you have eternal life through them; even they testify on my behalf. But you 
do not want to come to me to have life. “I do not accept human praise; moreover, I know that 
you do not have the love of God in you. I came in the name of my Father, but you do not accept 
me; yet if another comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you believe, when you 
accept praise from one another and do not seek the praise that comes from the only God? Do 
not think that I will accuse you before the Father: the one who will accuse you is Moses, in 
whom you have placed your hope. For if you had believed Moses, you would have believed me, 
because he wrote about me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my 
words?” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 4th Thursday of Lent 
 
As I read the readings for today I was struck by a thought, a memory rather. I had written a 
reflection on these readings a year ago. For all of my years after ordination, I have never had a 
written record of any of my homilies. I had some initial thoughts and a possible direction for 
this reflection. I went back to reread what I wrote last Lent. I have always maintained that each 
time I read scripture, my experience is different and my inspiration is new. I now know that new 
is too strong a word. I now will say nuanced. My impressions are similar and my reflection is in a 
nuanced direction. 
 
When Cardinal Cody was close to death, he faced allegations of nepotism and redirecting 
diocesan funds to help a niece and her family, financially. My point, here, is not to accuse or 
defend him. He was lambasted in the media and from the pews. He wrote a rebuttal in an open 
letter. In effect he addressed his critics by saying, “I can forgive but God cannot.” This is 
essentially a paraphrase and not a direct quote. He portrayed himself as having more mercy 
than God. Any one who ever met the man and spent time in conversation with him knew that 
he could be as petty and prone to judgment as the rest of us. God’s mercy is infinite, eternal 
and, above all, unconditional. Human mercy is always limited. 
 
In the first lesson today, we could finish our reading with the false impression that Moses saves 
while God gets even. In last year’s reflection I spent time with the background of the story. This 
time around and avoiding the trivia, I want to focus on that theme. God saves us. We do not 
and cannot save ourselves. No one is better than God. We can only forgive another by the grace 
of God. Our justice is punitive. Our knee jerk reaction is to get even with those who hurt us. It 
takes effort to let go of our hurt and outrage against our perceived injustice. God’s justice is 
always forgiveness. When we approach God when we have sinned, God forgives us. Scripture 
tells us that God will remember our sin no more and a humbled and contrite heart God will 
never spurn. This is a far cry from our normal response. 
 
Here is where my impressions last year are very close to my present ones (I used this same line 
last year). The WRATH OF GOD has a better, literary impact on us rather than the wrath of 
Moses. We can have tantrums ourselves and their impact is minimal on others, only serving to 
tarnish our reputations. As his dying epitaph, Cardinal Cody wanted people to remember him 
well. He may have wanted people to show him some compassion and mercy as he was dying. I 
get this. I do these things too. Only God can lead us to overcome our human nature. 
 
Not everyone believed in Jesus during his lifetime. People denied the truth of his preaching, 
disputed his teaching and would not find the hand of God in any of Jesus’ signs and wonders. 



Today’s passage persuaded people to accept his words and signs as coming from God. Belief in 
Jesus was to accept his divinity. Believing in God and in Jesus are the only requisites to be 
saved. Faith is a gift from God. The Holy Spirit is the means of our reception of the gift of faith. 
Sometimes we forget that tenant of faith. We can think that we can persuade others to believe. 
This gospel stands as a witness to the fallacy of that position. Jesus’ own words could not 
convince his audience of his divinity. Here’s God preaching and teaching people and his own 
words fall short. Jesus’ frustration seems almost palpable. The most effective way for us to 
inspire others is not by our word. Nagging and cajoling mostly heap guilt and shame. This adds 
to our frustration and can lead to anger. The better way is to love others as God loves each of 
us. We can place them in our prayer and into God’s loving arms. I trust God to be the giver of 
faith. I pray for the Holy Spirit to increase my patience as I await God to act in God’s own time 
and not mine. Jesus went through the same experience. He still died on the cross to forgive all 
humanity’s sins even if people do not recognize him, yet, as God’s son and our savior. The cross 
is effective, once and for all, in God’s time. 
 
There’s more. If I am always looking at others and seeing their lack of faith, isn’t that judgment 
on my part? My life and my fidelity to God is my responsibility. I will, one day, stand before 
God. Each day I do now. I am not responsible, before God for the lives, choices and actions of 
others. They, themselves, are responsible to God for theirs. It is my thoughts, actions, and 
faithfulness that are important to God. Meddling in the lives of others and judging their actions 
can be the greatest barrier to spreading faith, self-righteousness. That’s a sin I know all too well, 
Lord have mercy. 
 
The message of the gospel is meant for us who hear or read it. We take it to heart and live it. It 
is our witness people will see. The Holy Spirit can work through us. Jesus reiterated to us the 
greatest commandment. It comes down to these three elements united by one principle. Love 
God, self and others. God first loves us. We can only fulfill the greatest commandment in God’s 
love. We strive to love fellow sinners for we, ourselves, do not deserve what God has given us. I 
take this passage as another way that Jesus has showed us solidarity. He had to deal with 
human limits to. He can accompany us in times of frustration. 
 
“Remember us, O Lord,” we pray these words of the response. In praying them, we remember 
God. When we remember God it is by God’s grace. God is always in intimate part of our lives. I 
met with a friend of mine on Sunday morning. He had just flown in to O’Hare to visit with his 
former in-laws, whom he still calls mom and dad. We met at St. Adalbert Cemetery over the 
grave of his 24 year old daughter who died a year and a half ago. I knew his daughter, too, since 
she was born and watched her grow up. We prayed and talked together. I haven’t seen him 
since the young woman’s funeral. He is Muslim. His in-laws are Catholic. He mentioned that he 
does not pray the required five times a day. He felt guilty. I asked him how often he 
remembered or thought of God during the day or how often he remembered his daughter. He 
said quite often. We all have experiences like that. Those moments are prayers from the heart. 
God’s grace brings up these thoughts to us. Through them, God offers prayers to and for us. I 
like to name these experiences. God is always a thought away, by God’s grace. 
 
May the Spirit lead us through these times to one another and the Kingdom of God. 
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