
Readings for Thursday of the 31st Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Philippians 3:3-8a 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: We are the circumcision, we who worship through the Spirit of God, 
who boast in Christ Jesus and do not put our confidence in flesh, although I myself have 
grounds for confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he can be confident in flesh, all 
the more can I. Circumcised on the eighth day, of the race of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrew parentage, in observance of the law a Pharisee, in zeal I persecuted the 
Church, in righteousness based on the law I was blameless. But whatever gains I had, these I 
have come to consider a loss because of Christ. More than that, I even consider everything as a 
loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 
Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord. 
 
Sing to him, sing his praise, proclaim all his wondrous deeds. Glory in his holy name; rejoice, O 
hearts that seek the LORD! 
Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord. 
 
Look to the LORD in his strength; seek to serve him constantly. Recall the wondrous deeds that 
he has wrought, his portents, and the judgments he has uttered. 
Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord. 
 
You descendants of Abraham, his servants, sons of Jacob, his chosen ones! He, the LORD, is our 
God; throughout the earth his judgments prevail. 
Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord. 
 
Gospel: 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 15:1-10 
 
 The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and 
scribes began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  So Jesus 
addressed this parable to them. “What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one 
of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it? 
And when he does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival home, 
he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have 
found my lost sheep.’ I tell you, in just the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need of repentance. 
“Or what woman having ten coins and losing one would not light a lamp and sweep the house, 
searching carefully until she finds it? And when she does find it, she calls together her friends 
and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found the coin that I lost.’ In 



just the same way, I tell you, there will be rejoicing among the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thursday of the 31st Week of the Year 
 
I always dislike taking the scripture readings out of context. Paul began with a “delicate” topic. 
It’s delicate in a couple of ways too; circumcision. Every time the topic comes up, as a guy, I 
cringe, despite the fact that I was circumcised as an infant. In yesterday’s reading from 
Philippians, Paul wrote about living the Christian life. It came from the immediate preceding 
chapter. This is the context out of which we can make sense of today’s reading. Paul was a 
faithful and practical Jew who was initiated into Judaism according to Mosaic Law and 
Tradition. The sign of being a member of the Covenant, only for males, was and is still today, 
circumcision. The very early Church, up until the time of Paul faced a seeming impassable 
conundrum. All the very early believers in Jesus were as Jewish as was Jesus. We call Jesus the 
Christ. That’s a Greek word that means “The Anointed One.” The word the apostles would have 
used was Messiah which is the Hebrew word for the same thing. 
 
The promise of the Messiah was ancient stemming from the time of Moses. God promised the 
Hebrew people, upon Moses’ death, that God would send another like Moses. Moses had acted 
in three traditional roles. He was a priest and offered sacrifices for the people and his sins. He 
was God’s spokes person. He spoke God’s Word to God’s people. In this he acted as a prophet. 
Contrary to popular notions, the prophet is not one who sees the future. Only God knows that. 
He is more of a preacher who may reveal what God knows. He also tells people what God 
wants. Moses led God’s people from slavery and through the wilderness on their way to the 
Promised Land. As Israel’s leader, he acted as a king. 
 
This three-fold role that Moses had defines the meaning of the Anointed One, Christ and 
Messiah. Throughout the books of Judges, Samuel and Kings, The Judges and Kings of the 
stories acted and led God’s people in those three roles. They acted as the Messiah. In the book 
of Judges, God would “raise up” an individual, man or woman I might point out, who would 
solve a problem, wage a war, or tend the particular need of the time. Anyone could be raised 
up to that role. Check out the stories and read the book of Judges. The stories are riveting and 
have been the source of many movies. 
 
The kings were a bit different. The first two kings were chosen in the same way as the judges. 
Saul and David were chosen by a prophet and anointed with perfumed oil that marked them as 
God’s chosen. The rest of the kings were either hereditary kings or usurpers. How can anyone 
see God or know God’s choice? In Judaism and Christianity it is through signs and symbols. One 
can smell the perfumed ointment. One does not see the smell as one does not see God’s 
presence. Perfume lingers and wafts through the air. We use the same kind of oil in the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders. We call it Chrism. It has the same root as 
Christ. 
 
Having diverted enough, let me get back to Paul’s topic of circumcision. Since Paul called 
himself the “Apostle to the Gentiles,” the Church of his day was becoming more Gentile than 



Jewish. To become a Christian, at one time, one had to first become Jewish. For women it is 
easier. For men it is painful because of circumcision which requires the surgical alteration of a 
very sensitive part of the male anatomy. Paul petitioned, argued and fought for the Gentiles 
from having to become Jewish first and accept Christ only through baptism. This was a divisive 
issue in the apostolic age. Fortunately, for all of us, Paul’s side won. We are not Jewish. 
 
In the previous day’s reading Paul gave the basis for the sign of the new covenant; the way 
people lived and witnessed to their faith in Jesus. This was to be an active, living sign not just a 
physical one. Listening closely to Paul, he seemed to have full-heartedly embraced this new 
way. With Paul the Church was becoming more like the Church we know today. We have been 
chosen by God through faith. Through faith God has saved us and promised us eternal life and 
made us heirs to the Kingdom of God. God forgives us so we can live our new life. Conversion 
and Witness are now the signs of God’s New Covenant. Hopefully as we used to sing in an old 
song, “And they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 
God was born a human being in Jesus. Through Jesus’ death on the cross, God has redeemed 
us. Through Jesus’ resurrection God has promised us resurrection and eternal life. Through 
Jesus ascension, God sent the Holy Spirit on Pentecost to impart the Spirit to each of us. God’s 
eternal and unconditional love gifts or graces us with life, eternal life, faith, hope and 
forgiveness. We are sinners who always need these gifts as long as we live in this life. We await 
the life to come, just not today. We are children who live now. 
 
The Pharisees do not seem to understand this movement. They have another concern. They see 
Jesus as a Rabbi, not as the Messiah. Their faith concerns are of purity and righteous living. A 
Rabbi renders himself as impure if he were to associate and eat meals with sinners. They saw 
the taint of sin to be infectious, rendering the Rabbi ritually unclean. They were astounded that 
Jesus would choose to invite sinners to his table. Sinners were the reason for Jesus to have 
been born. Saving sinners was Jesus mission. To die as a sacrifice to expiate sin is the heart of 
God’s plan. The Pharisees couldn’t buy that. 
 
Jesus’ parables teach that truth. However, the Pharisees have gotten some bad press. They are 
portrayed as being the polar opposites of Jesus and his teaching. In reality they were not. 
Judaism today has descended from Pharisaical Judaism. The Jewish faith in Jesus’ time and 
today was and is deeply concerned with the saving and forgiving of sinners. There is a Godly 
heart at the heart of Jewish life. God’s eternal and unconditional love is the basic tenant of 
Judaism. As we hear God’s compassion in the stories Jesus told, so did the Pharisees. 
 
As characters in the Gospel and in their self righteous judgments and attitudes, it is a common, 
human reaction to act in kind back. There is a lesson for each of us in this passage. Jesus taught 
that in our judgment of others, God will judge us. In our intolerant attitudes we risk grave sin. 
Each of us sins; each of us doesn’t understand the way of God. Paul added when he prayed for 
sinners, I am the first and foremost of sinners. Luke, who collected and arranged these stories 
in the gospel he wrote, included them not just as literary foils for Jesus but as lessons for us. We 
can all do better; all of us need God’s gifts to do so. 
 
In both readings, today, the lessons give the same message. We have received God’s gifts. We 
are alive and believe. God forgives all our sins and promised that we are heirs to the Kingdom. 



We show this through our witness to Christ as we serve God through one another. We strive to 
fulfill Jesus’ command and love one another. Our witness to Christ is shown through our 
actions. 
 
Our washing of hands, keeping social distance and wearing a face mask are all good ways to 
give witness today. May God give us the strength to continue doing these things. We keep 
everyone safer as we do them. 
 
James D. Beath 
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