
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 2:36-41 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 On the day of Pentecost, Peter said to the Jewish people, “Let 
the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made him 
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when 
they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they asked 
Peter and the other Apostles, “What are we to do, my brothers?” 
Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is made to you and to your children and to all those far 
off, whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified with 
many other arguments, and was exhorting them, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message 
were baptized, and about three thousand persons were added that 
day. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22 
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Upright is the word of the LORD, and all his works are 
trustworthy. He loves justice and right; of the kindness of the 
LORD the earth is full. 
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
 
See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him, upon 
those who hope for his kindness, To deliver them from death and 
preserve them in spite of famine. 
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Our soul waits for the LORD, who is our help and our shield. May 
your kindness, O LORD, be upon us who have put our hope in you. 
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 
 
ALLELUIA Psalm 118:24 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:11-18 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Mary Magdalene stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she 
wept, she bent over into the tomb and saw two angels in white 
sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet where the 
Body of Jesus had been. And they said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken my Lord, and I 
don’t know where they laid him.” When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus there, but did not know it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 



you looking for?” She thought it was the gardener and said to 
him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you laid him, 
and I will take him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni,” which means Teacher. Jesus 
said to her, “Stop holding on to me,  for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I 
am going to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
Mary went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord,” and then reported what he had told her.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday in the Octave of Easter 
 
I always like to believe that my preaching has reached and touched many people. In forty some 
years of preaching this is undoubtedly true. Is it my eloquence and insight that is crucial? I, like 
everyone else, have an ego that craves to be stroked. However, people are saved not by my 
words but by the cross of Jesus. That is the central message of the gospel and what we call the 
good news. God’s love has saved us through the sacrificial death of Jesus. With Jesus’ rising 
from the dead, God has promised us eternal life and the Kingdom of God, both of which are yet 
to come for us. All we need is faith in God and faith in God’s only begotten Son, Jesus. We have 
that necessary faith because God has first gifted faith to us. 
 
I imagine that human nature has not changed too much in the two thousand years since 
Pentecost. We all like to stoke the numbers. This is the largest, most fantastically huge group 
ever! We are people of spin. Three thousand people make a very large group. The numbers are 
an unimportant detail. The Spirit will only work in God’s time, not the preacher’s. Pentecost was 
not originally a Christian feast. It is a Jewish festival called Shavuot. Originally it was a feast 
that celebrated the first wheat harvest and eventually became the celebration of Moses receiving 
and bringing God’s law to God’s people on Mount Sinai. There would have been at least that 
many people in Jerusalem at that time for the feast. Would they all have been interested in a new 
religion? Some were. 
 
We believe because of those first converts. That’s the point of this story and our reading of it. 
The Spirit continues to work through us as it did through Peter and those who first received 
God’s gift of faith. We believe that the Spirit will continue to gift people with God’s gift of faith 
after we all die and receive God’s gift of eternal life. The story of Acts was not finished and will 
not be over until Jesus returns to complete the Kingdom of God. We witness the Spirit’s working 
just as those first believers did. Life in the Spirit is on going in the ever “Now” not in the past. 
 
Peter’s rhetoric is flawed. He was a novice, in this story as a preacher. Instead of leading with the 
Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection to proclaim salvation of the human race and the 
forgiveness of sins, he led by heaping guilt and shame on his congregation instead. This is what 
we have heard too. People still demand justice against those responsible for Jesus’ death because 
of Peter’s words. He could instead have led with God’s eternal, infinite and unconditional love 
which was God’s true motive and cause for offering Jesus upon the cross. I think Peter made a 
mistake in his chosen speech. To be fair, so have I. It is easier, sometimes to point out the sins of 
others than to address my own. There can always be a plank in my eye when it comes to sin. I 
have to make a clear choice to stick to the gospel’s message and avoid giving a hell, fire and 
damnation sermon. Jesus’ death on the cross freed us from the burden of sin and its resulting 
guilt and shame. We need to remember the message of salvation, yours and mine. 



 
I remember going to a theater downtown to see, “Monty Python and the Holy Grail.” I went with 
a group of friends. Parking was cheaper shared by six passengers even in 1975. During the 
preview trailers before the film began, there was one that stopped me cold. I grew up watching 
1930s, 40s and 50s science fiction space movies. My jaw dropped in that one. The special effects 
blew me away. It was for “Star Wars!” Flash Gordon couldn’t hold a candle to that. I have 
always enjoyed seeing the special effects. Some movies can be so bad that that’s all they have. It 
can be difficult for me to cut through the fantasy to seek the message. 
 
The gospel can be like that at times. Today’s reading is from the gospel of John. John always has 
several levels to discern. On first reading one can be struck with the miraculous appearance of 
two angels, divine messengers sent to earth from God in heaven. Is that the point or the red 
herring of the story? We have a grieving woman who mourns and weeps for her dead spiritual 
director and mentor. We witness her cope with the death of Jesus. She is paralyzed by her 
emotions and trapped by her loss. We witness the moment when she can move on. We discover 
the very time of her conversion when all that has happened finally make sense. Instead of seeing 
Jesus appearance, we see Mary recognize Jesus presence in her life. I have always wondered 
why Mary thought Jesus to be the gardener. How could she mistake Jesus’ presence for someone 
or something else? I do all the time. The process of discernment of the presence of God is not 
always straight forward. We want to see and believe; but seeing is knowing, not believing. Faith 
dawns on us unbidden, not in our time but in God’s time. 
 
This is a story of divine grace not special effects. Angels and the appearance of the Risen Jesus is 
not the point of the story. The conversion of Mary is the point. That we have witnessed. She 
believed. Not only did the pieces fall into place, but Mary received the mission to spread the 
Good News she received. What did she first do? She returned to her fellow disciples with the 
news, “I have seen the Lord!” We have read this story with eyes of faith. Since we are believers 
in Jesus, perhaps this story of Mary of Magdala can help us to discern how God has worked and 
how the Spirit is working within our lives. Our experience is linked to hers; God’s gift keeps 
giving. 
 
When we approach the resurrection of Jesus, it is not so much a story that took place long ago in 
the lives of people long dead. God spoke “The Name” (hashem) in Hebrew to Moses from the 
Burning Bush. YHWEH means “I AM.” God is NOW not THEN. The dynamic of God’s Holy 
Spirit, God’s gift of salvation and merciful forgiveness are living; living in you and me. We 
believe. We may be able to say that Jesus rose from the dead because he did. Our Orthodox 
brothers and sisters in Christ and fellow Catholics of the Eastern Rites have a customary Easter 
greeting, “Christ is Risen.” There is a customary response too, “Truly, he is risen.” The 
resurrection and life of Jesus is on-going. Jesus lives with, through and in us. We are risen with 
him to new life in Christ. 
 
May the Risen Christ be your strength in this time of pandemic. We all know what we need to do 
to keep one another safe. 
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