
Reading and Reflection Tuesday Week 12 of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Kings 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36 
 
A reading from the second Book of Kings: 
 Sennacherib, king of Assyria, sent envoys to Hezekiah with this message: “Thus shall you say 
to Hezekiah, king of Judah: ‘Do not let your God on whom you rely deceive you by saying that 
Jerusalem will not be handed over to the king of Assyria. You have heard what the kings of 
Assyria have done to all other countries: they doomed them!  Will you, then, be saved?’” 
Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; then he went up to the 
temple of the LORD, and spreading it out before him, he prayed in the LORD’s presence: “O 
LORD, God of Israel, enthroned upon the cherubim! You alone are God over all the kingdoms of 
the earth. You have made the heavens and the earth. Incline your ear, O LORD, and listen! 
Open your eyes, O LORD, and see! Hear the words of Sennacherib which he sent to taunt the 
living God. Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands, and 
cast their gods into the fire; they destroyed them because they were not gods, but the work of 
human hands, wood, and stone. Therefore, O LORD, our God, save us from the power of this 
man, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone, O LORD, are God.” Then 
Isaiah, son of Amoz, sent this message to Hezekiah: “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, in 
answer to your prayer for help against Sennacherib, king of Assyria: I have listened! This is the 
word the LORD has spoken concerning him: “‘She despises you, laughs you to scorn, the virgin 
daughter Zion! Behind you, she wags her head, daughter Jerusalem. “‘For out of Jerusalem shall 
come a remnant,  and from Mount Zion, survivors. The zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.’ 
“Therefore, thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: ‘He shall not reach this city, nor 
shoot an arrow at it, nor come before it with a shield, nor cast up siege-works against it. He 
shall return by the same way he came, without entering the city, says the LORD. I will shield and 
save this city for my own sake, and for the sake of my servant David.’” That night the angel of 
the LORD went forth and struck down one hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the 
Assyrian camp. So Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, broke camp and went back home to 
Nineveh. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL Psalm 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11 
God upholds his city forever. 
 
Great is the LORD and wholly to be praised in the city of our God. His holy mountain, fairest of 
heights, is the joy of all the earth. 
God upholds his city forever. 
 
Mount Zion, “the recesses of the North,” is the city of the great King. God is with her castles; 
renowned is he as a stronghold. 
God upholds his city forever. 
 



O God, we ponder your mercy within your temple. As your name, O God, so also your praise 
reaches to the ends of the earth. Of justice your right hand is full. 
God upholds his city forever. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 7:6, 12-14 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not give what is holy to dogs, or throw your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them underfoot, and turn and tear you to pieces. “Do to others 
whatever you would have them do to you. This is the Law and the Prophets. “Enter through the 
narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who 
enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And 
those who find it are few.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection Tuesday Week 12 of the Year 
 
This first reading from second Kings is long. God seems to defy the authority of the Assyrian 
king. All the king of Judah had to do was take the decree of Sennacherib to the temple, lay it 
before God, and pray. What is the lesson here? Flatter God and get what you want? Strong faith 
and prayer will ward off evil? Faith is not magic. Life is not a fairy tale. In this instant in the 
narrative of the second book of Kings, Jerusalem, and its citizens were spared from destruction 
and captivity; this time. The way God saved Jerusalem and its citizens I find disturbing. Was 
God’s angel a plague that killed the enemy? We live during a plague right now.  
 
Jerusalem was destroyed within the lives of the next generation by the Babylonians who first 
defeated the Assyrians. As a matter of fact, Jerusalem has been overrun and destroyed several 
times and its people carried off into captivity. God’s original, chosen people, the Jews, have 
been persecuted throughout history to our own day. Prayer, faith, and good works are no 
shield against evil. Evil strikes us all. 
 
COVID 19 still rages among us. As we open up to for business, we cannot forget that without an 
effective treatment or a viable vaccine all are still vulnerable to contract it and pass it to others. 
There are hundreds of new cases in the state of Illinois every day. Thirty thousand new cases 
occur in the United States each day as well. The death toll rises. As we begin to gather again as 
a community to worship, we are still at risk. Our responsibility is to keep ourselves and others 
as safe as is possible as the virus rages on. 
 
Evil also comes from within us. We are all sinners that need God’s salvation. Sometimes what 
we can do to others is just as evil as a pandemic. When anyone restricts the rights, freedom, 
and dignity of some, all of us are affected. Every human being is a child of God; we are all 
brothers and sisters despite our ethnic and cultural origins. Our faith does not protect us from 



having to face and endure evil. Faith enables us to seek God in all we meet and in everything 
that happens. Jesus told us, in his own words, “Seek and you shall find.” What we will find is 
God’s presence. 
 
The people of Israel and the people of Judah found God in captivity. God’s people in the 
Diaspora were people of the covenant too. God is faithful when we are not. They remained 
God’s chosen people as Jews remain God’s chosen people today. God chose us through Jesus. 
We believe in God and the one God sent, Jesus. We are, through faith, members of the 
covenant too. We can know God in times of trouble and pandemic. We can know God even 
when we sin. God’s true home is among and within God’s people. God’s true place is within 
each human being. 
 
Jesus uses two unthinkable analogies of how to face what is holy, that is the presence of God. 
None of us would give what is holy to dogs or throw pearls to pigs. What is Jesus really telling 
us? Our lives have been upended. We now face a new normal that will remain with us. The very 
simple, human things upon which we have always relied will now spread an insidious and 
deadly disease. We took them for granted and now they are gone, replace with hand-sanitizer, 
face masks, and social distance. Standing six feet or two meters apart can feel like many miles. 
This new normal will remain our reality until we have an effective treatment and a viable 
vaccine for COVID 19. Those things may be more than a year away. It seems that our entire lives 
have been thrown to the dogs. 
 
Yet we can still know God’s presence. God has not left us. Whenever we remember God, 
whenever we turn to God, and whenever we act with compassion towards others, God is close 
and each one of us is holy. It feels like we’ve been thrown to the dogs. We don’t live by our 
feelings; we live by faith. We, every human being, remain God’s beloved son or daughter. Each 
person is effectively God’s favorite. Jesus, God’s beloved and only begotten son, faced troubles, 
trials, suffering, and death too. How can we be different? Jesus and each of us have needed 
God’s grace to face life and do what we must. 
 
What or who is the narrow gate? Jesus tells us, in John’s gospel, that he is the gate. How does 
one find Jesus the gate? Is it our responsibility to point others toward Jesus? We have the 
responsibility to witness to our faith by word, action, and living our faith. It is only as God’s gift 
of grace that we have faith. This is one of the most difficult things for us to accept. We do not 
give the gift of faith to anyone. God gives the gift. People are not saved by our nagging but by 
Jesus' death on the cross. Jesus, God himself, is the source of God’s gift. Better for us to show, 
by the way, we live, what faith means in our life. It is better for us to place people into God’s 
loving, healing, and saving arms. God will save the world, one person at a time, and in God’s 
own time and manner. People receive God’s gift not give it. 
 
How each of our lives our faith is more important than how our family members and neighbors 
live it. Each of us is responsible to God for the lives we lead. We may be responsible to care for 
others but we are not responsible to God for what they do; they are. We are all God’s children, 
Jesus’ siblings and brothers and sisters to each other. God doesn’t have grandchildren. 



 
As society begins to open up it will be more important to remember that as we keep others safe 
we keep ourselves safe. After all this social distancing, to think life, as usual, is our reward, think 
instead of our responsibility to one another and prevent this virus from spreading and killing 
more people. I pray you are all well. 
 
James D. Beath 
June 23, 2020 


