
FIRST READING: Revelation 14:14-19 
 
A reading from the Book of Revelation: 
 
 I, John, looked and there was a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud one who 
looked like a son of man, with a gold crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his 
hand. Another angel came out of the temple, crying out in a loud voice to the one 
sitting on the cloud, “Use your sickle and reap the harvest, for the time to reap 
has come, because the earth’s harvest is fully ripe.” So the one who was sitting on 
the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. Then 
another angel came out of the temple in heaven who also had a sharp sickle. Then 
another angel came from the altar, who was in charge of the fire, and cried out in 
a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and cut 
the clusters from the earth’s vines, for its grapes are ripe.” So the angel swung his 
sickle over the earth and cut the earth’s vintage. He threw it into the great wine 
press of God’s fury. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 96:10, 11-12, 13 
The Lord comes to judge the earth. 
 
Say among the nations: The LORD is king. He has made the world firm, not to be 
moved;  he governs the peoples with equity. 
The Lord comes to judge the earth. 
 
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let the sea and what fills it resound; 
let the plains be joyful and all that is in them! Then shall all the trees of the forest 
exult. 
The Lord comes to judge the earth. 
 
Before the LORD, for he comes; for he comes to rule the earth. He shall rule the 
world with justice  and the peoples with his constancy. 
The Lord comes to judge the earth. 
 
Gospel: Luke 21:5-11 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 While some people were speaking about how the temple was adorned with 
costly stones and votive offerings, Jesus said, “All that you see here– the days will 



come when there will not be left a stone upon another stone that will not be 
thrown down.” Then they asked him, “Teacher, when will this happen? And what 
sign will there be when all these things are about to happen?” He answered, “See 
that you not be deceived, for many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and 
‘The time has come.’ Do not follow them! When you hear of wars and 
insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must happen first, but it will not 
immediately be the end.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and 
plagues from place to place; and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from 
the sky.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday the 34th Week of the Year 
 
Everybody wants to get to heaven, but nobody wants to die. An old song has told 
the truth. Eternal life cannot begin for any of us until each of us dies. This is an 
inevitable truth. I have more years behind me than I have years ahead of me. 
Jesus could not rise from the dead if he never died on the cross. Yet, because of 
Jesus’ dying we no longer have to fear our sin. We know that God will forgive us 
because we believe that Jesus took upon himself all our sins and died in our place. 
We know that in Jesus’ rising we no longer have to fear our own death. We 
believe that Jesus gave us the promise of eternal life and our rising from the dead. 
This is the lens we need to understand this passage. We can read these words 
with eyes of faith. God so loved the world that he sent his son to be our savior so 
that all who believe receive eternal life. 
 
The food we eat was once living creatures, plants and animals. For them to give us 
the nourishment we all need to live, they have to die. I want to put this passage 
into perspective. I am a carnivore and an herbivore. I eat my vegetables and meat. 
Once in a while, I have met vegetarians who challenge my hunger for meat. They 
point out that the animals suffer as they are slaughtered to become my food. I 
accept that. I like to point out that plants, through their harvest also die. We have 
no real insight if plants suffer pain; they may. We all have to eat or we’ll die. 
 
I went on a Thirty Day Jesuit retreat at the Creighton University Retreat Center in 
Griswold, Iowa. It is about fifty miles east of Omaha, Nebraska. I drove through 
Iowa in mid August. The fields were green and lush. I drove home a month later to 
a much different vista. Instead of the lush, green fields, I saw the bare earth and 
stubble. Living in the city I can forget the drastic change of season. I buy bread cut 
and packaged in plastic bags from stores. The gospel of John put it well. Unless a 



grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains a grain of wheat. If it dies it 
produces much fruit. There is a cycle to life; birth to death to new life. Our four 
seasons reveal the same process. There is a connection with life around us and 
the promise of Jesus. So what have we read in Revelation? 
 
The story from Revelation today is about two harvests; the first of grain and the 
second of grapes. Then the process of making wine where the grapes are crushed 
for the sweet grape juice that when fermented becomes wine. At the heart of this 
passage is a destruction that leads to nature’s bounty that leads to our food. Wine 
can lead to merriment and if taken in large enough quantities can lead to a 
whopper hangover. Live leads to death leads to new life. Jesus’ birth led to his 
death which led to resurrection and our salvation. The natural process to which 
we are all accustomed becomes the pattern of the way to God’s Kingdom. A 
glimpse of God’s mystery can lead us to trust the promise. 
 
There’s no denying that the process of harvest and wine making has a dark side in 
the way John the Divine writes. There is an ominous side to the violent images he 
used to tell the story. The harvest rids the world of the crops and the grapes are 
crushed in a press of God’s wrath. I don’t know about you, but if this passage had 
a sound-track it could be the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” This reveals the truth 
of Jesus’ sayings in the Gospel. Nothing, but God, can last forever. 
 
The images of death and destruction may be terrifying; but so is life. Division and 
strife surround us and permeate our society. Privilege and prejudice still cause 
pain. Pandemic rages; people sicken and die. Politicians want to maintain their 
power and control. The simple act of gathering as a family for a holiday can lead 
to a season of regret. This is our world today. We all live in it. Perhaps the Beloved 
Disciple wrote these words with us in mind. My grandparents experienced a 
pandemic two generations before me. Bigotry has endured since Abel and Cain. 
Abel found favor with God and Cain did not. Division has led to wars in every 
generation. The USA had been fighting somewhere in the world my entire life. 
John’s words, so prophetic, have described all of human history. 
 
What did Jesus tell us? Do not be terrified; these things will happen. They will 
continue to happen until Jesus returns to establish the Kingdom of God. Now has 
always been a good time for Jesus to return; now in every generation and in every 
age. How can we not be terrified? Humanity needs, craves the salvation by our 
God. However, we believe this has already occurred. Jesus died once and for all, 
for you and me. Jesus saved the entire human race; there is only one. There is a 
bit of a problem that happens to us all. We don’t like to wait. We want it now. 
 



In other parts of the gospel, Jesus told us to be vigilant, alert and ready. If we 
spend all our energy into the expectation of what may or will come there can be a 
cost. We may pay no attention to what’s happening now. We may be unaware of 
the presence of God now. We may not hear the voice of God speaking within us. 
Jesus tells us, “Do not be afraid; I am with you always until I return. Jesus was a 
human being, just like us but without sin. If we look carefully at Jesus times and 
life, wasn’t he immersed in chaos, strife and struggle too? He was always aware, 
in the midst if it, the father’s will, help and presence. Can we? 
 
God changes the world one person at a time. There’s nothing I can change about 
another person’s behavior. I can forgive them. I can listen to them. We can share 
the horror of COVID 19 and its effects instead of expressing horror at divergent 
opinion and position. Perhaps another can forgive and listen to me. Perhaps each 
of us can wait until the day the new vaccines are approved and ready for 
distribution. We believe in God. Can we trust in God’s promise? Can we see God’s 
presence in another? There may be harshness everywhere but what can we find 
in the eternal and unconditional love of God? Leaders of Church, state and 
business seek power. We can seek the power of God. The Catholic Dictionary 
defines power as the magnificent out-pouring of love by the Holy Spirit. Some 
may trust in chariots and princes, but we as believers trust in the Lord. The words 
of Psalms 20 and 146 I’ve combined for the take-away from today’s readings. 
 
May we keep each other safe this holiday by the grace of God. 
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