
Readings for the Feast of the Archangels 
 
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Daniel: 
 
 As I watched: Thrones were set up and the Ancient One took his throne. His clothing was bright as 
snow, and the hair on his head as white as wool; His throne was flames of fire, with wheels of burning 
fire. A surging stream of fire flowed out from where he sat; Thousands upon thousands were ministering 
to him, and myriads upon myriads attended him. The court was convened, and the books were opened. 
As the visions during the night continued, I saw One like a son of man coming, on the clouds of heaven; 
When he reached the Ancient One and was presented before him, He received dominion, glory, and 
kingship; nations and peoples of every language serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that 
shall not be taken away, his kingship shall not be destroyed. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5 
In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 
 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, for you have heard the words of my mouth; in the 
presence of the angels I will sing your praise; I will worship at your holy temple and give thanks to your 
name. 
In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 
 
Because of your kindness and your truth; for you have made great above all things your name and your 
promise. When I called, you answered me; you built up strength within me. 
In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 
 
All the kings of the earth shall give thanks to you, O LORD, when they hear the words of your mouth; 
And they shall sing of the ways of the LORD: “Great is the glory of the LORD.” 
In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:47-51 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Here is a true child of Israel. There is no 
duplicity in him.” Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree.” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this.” And he said to him, “Amen, 
amen, I say to you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflection for the Feast of the Archangels 
 
The Catholic Church celebrates three archangels, Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. Michael means who is 
like God. That can either be a question or a statement. Related to us, the name is a question. Hopefully 
when each of us asks the question we answer it let it be me. As the archangel’s name it is a statement. 
Tradition, both Jewish and Christian, tells us that, of all the archangels, Michael is the closest to God. 
Gabriel means God is my strength. Related to us, God is our strength too. Raphael means God has 
healed. Related to us, if we take time to reflect, we know that God has healed us. I want to start this way 
because angels lead us to God. They do not lead to themselves. 
 
Archangels originated in Judaism. Both Christianity and Islam revere the angels and have deep Judaic 
sources. We have inherited the traditions of the Jewish scriptures that we call the Old Testament. Some 
of the earliest references, or better, inferences of angels come from Genesis, the first book of the Bible. 
God will speak in the first person plural. “Then God said, ‘Let us make human beings in our image, after 
our likeness…’ ” Angels were thought to surround God as ministers. For God to be alone was 
unthinkable. 
 
People have always faced a challenge when trying to envision the unseen and know the unknowable. 
We have a hard time reaching beyond human experience. In those kinds of images we have a tendency 
to take images we know and expand them to imagine what God is like. We describe what God is like 
because God is just a bit beyond us in infinity. We always know God in human terms. We can also know 
God, in Jesus, as one like us in all but sin. 
 
As Catholics we are familiar with the words archdiocese and archbishop. An archdiocese is a major 
diocese and the seat of an ecclesial province. Chicago is the archdiocese for the Province of Illinois. Its 
serving bishop is an archbishop. The organization of our church hierarchy is based upon the Roman 
system; that is the Roman Empire. The prefix “arch” is a system of ranking in a hierarchy. One may note 
that there is an “arch” in hierarchy. The organization of the Catholic Church is based upon the Roman 
Emperor’s court. The kingly court is also the way the ancient Hebrews envisioned the realm of God. God 
was thought to be surrounded as a king by attendants, servants and courtiers. We call them angels. 
Those closest to God were called archangels. 
 
The bible shows us that God would interact with people from time to time. God solidified a covenant 
with Abraham during a meal. Abraham did not meet directly with God but through three unnamed 
visitors. People believed that humans could not survive a visit by God himself. Though some characters 
in the bible, like Moses, met with God face to face; most people did not. God’s encounter with Abraham, 
during dinner, has been interpreted by Christians as a manifestation of the Trinity. We see the three 
men to have been Father, Son, and Spirit. The full mystery of God could not be contained in one 
individual. The three spoke to Abraham as God. The covenant was with God not three individuals and 
not three angels. There is a famous depiction of this in a Russian icon by Andrei Rublev. It is one of my 
favorite icons. A simple search for Andrei Rublev’s Trinity on Google is possible. Actually I have always 
been a bit disappointed that we have today’s reading from Daniel and not the story of Abraham and God 
from Genesis. 
 
Daniel means God is my judge. Today’s reading is part of a revelatory vision that Daniel had. He 
attempts to put into words the indescribable. He describes his experience and tells us what it was like, 
not what it was. I always had difficulty with such descriptions of God’s revelations. I have read the 
spiritual autobiographies of several of the mystic saints and faced a brick wall as they tried to describe 
infinity. That changed when I had such a revelation. I’ve told the story before and it takes a while to tell. 
So, let me cut to the actual punch-line of my story. I had nothing to say to people who faced a terrible 
event. All of a sudden I knew what to say. I have words and a tongue to speak. It was as if a light-bulb 



pinged on over my head. I know that this is an image from a cartoon, but it was the only way I could 
appropriate and than describe what I experienced and how it felt. Since then, and that happened nearly 
fifty years ago, I have had little trouble interpreting passages like this. The image is an allegory using 
symbols that approximate a deeply spiritual encounter with God. As human we can only use human 
tools to approach the mystery of God. 
 
The glory, wonder, eternity and power of God have no equivalency in our experience. Does God actually 
have a throne to sit on? Does God even sit? Jesus did because he was fully human as well as fully God. 
God is powerful as is a stream of flowing fire. Daniel used what he and we can envision. Why would 
God’s throne require wheels? Why does my office chair have wheels? Sometimes I have to scoot across 
the room. God is also dynamic. Daniel’s descriptions try to reveal what we will never see until we return 
to God in death. Then we will know God in spirit. The reference to the three arch angels is not the point 
of this passage. They are part of the myriads of those who minister to God. This reading seems to 
culminate in the appearance of the one like the son of man. This is a prophesy that points to Jesus, not 
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. That’s the whole point. There is one God, the Trinity; Father, Son and 
Spirit. The angels are to lead us to God. God is the focus of our faith. If the angels were the focus, we 
would fall into idolatry placing creatures before the creator. I go back to what their names mean. We 
strive to live Godly lives. We rely on God’s strength. We seek healing and forgiveness from God. 
 
Nathanael means God has given or God’s gift. This story from John reveals what gift god gave him; faith. 
Nathanael came to faith at Jesus’ invitation to follow him with a simple description of Nathanael’s 
personality. There is no duplicity in him. It’s not a story of the ascent and descent of angels that Jesus 
promises but of conversion of someone to believe in Jesus and follow as a disciple. Though mentioned a 
second time in today’s readings, angels point us back to God. We witnessed the moment it happens to 
guileless Nate. What could Jesus say to describe us as we follow him in faith? The Psalm’s response is, 
“In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.” Personally I want my praises to be in God’s 
sight. Traditionally the angels acted as God’s eyes, seeing what God saw. Sometimes we may glimpse 
what God sees. We call those moments inspiration as God comes close to us. 
 
May God who heals give us strength to live a life in God. It takes commitment to keep others and 
ourselves safe. God will remain our strength 
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