
FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-6 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 Hear me, O islands, listen, O distant peoples. The LORD called me from birth, from my 
mother’s womb he gave me my name. He made of me a sharp-edged sword and concealed me 
in the shadow of his arm. He made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me. You are my 
servant, he said to me, Israel, through whom I show my glory. Though I thought I had toiled in 
vain, and for nothing, uselessly, spent my strength, Yet my reward is with the LORD, my 
recompense is with my God. For now the LORD has spoken who formed me as his servant from 
the womb, That Jacob may be brought back to him and Israel gathered to him; And I am made 
glorious in the sight of the LORD, and my God is now my strength! It is too little, he says, for you 
to be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the survivors of Israel; I will make 
you a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 
 
I will sing of your salvation. 
 
In you, O LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. In your justice rescue me, and 
deliver me; incline your ear to me, and save me. 
I will sing of your salvation. 
 
Be my rock of refuge, a stronghold to give me safety, for you are my rock and my fortress. O my 
God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked. 
I will sing of your salvation. 
 
For you are my hope, O Lord; my trust, O God, from my youth. On you I depend from birth; 
from my mother’s womb you are my strength. 
I will sing of your salvation. 
 
My mouth shall declare your justice, day by day your salvation. O God, you have taught me 
from my youth, and till the present I proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
I will sing of your salvation. 
 
GOSPEL: John 13:21-33, 36-38 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and testified, “Amen, amen, I 
say to you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, at a loss as to 
whom he meant. One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus’ side. So 
Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant. He leaned back against Jesus’ chest 
and said to him, “Master, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I hand the morsel 
after I have dipped it.” So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas, son of 



Simon the Iscariot. After Judas took the morsel, Satan entered him. So Jesus said to him, “What 
you are going to do, do quickly.” Now none of those reclining at table realized why he said this 
to him. Some thought that since Judas kept the money bag, Jesus had told him, “Buy what we 
need for the feast,” or to give something to the poor. So Judas took the morsel and left at once. 
And it was night. When he had left, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and he will glorify 
him at once. My children, I will be with you only a little while longer. You will look for me, and 
as I told the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’ so now I say it to you.” Simon Peter said to 
him, “Master, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going, you cannot 
follow me now, though you will follow later.” Peter said to him, “Master, why can I not follow 
you now? I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? 
Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will not crow before you deny me three times.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday of Holy Week 
 
Our lectionary has one characteristic that I cherish. Often the gospel will begin with a solid 
contextual cue. Often the opening words of introduction will tell us to whom Jesus spoke his 
words. For example, “Jesus said to his disciples,” “Jesus said to the Scribes and Pharisees,” or 
“Jesus said to the crowds.” The reading from Isaiah today addresses islands and distant 
peoples. Who are the recipients of his message? The book of Isaiah is a compilation of three 
different sources. Chapters 1 to 39 were written by Isaiah. We will call him Proto-Isaiah. They 
contain the words of the prophet Isaiah. He preached reform or else; predicting the destruction 
of Jerusalem, the temple and the Davidic Kingship. His message is that God’s judgment is 
coming soon. He wrote from before the Exile and entered Diaspora and died in exile. Chapters 
40 to 55 were written by a successor, or a school of Isaiah’s followers. We will call him Deutero-
Isaiah (deutero is Greek for second). The message of this section of the Book of Isaiah predicts 
restoration of the people to the Homeland. Chapters 56 to 66 were written by still another 
person or school of followers. We will call him Trito-Isaiah (trito is Greek for third). For him, God 
has judged the people and forgiven them. Restoration of Jerusalem is immanent. How do we 
know this? The exile lasted over seventy years and as many as three to four generations. Isaiah 
as a grown man at the time of captivity would not have lived through its span. There are also 
three different messages and styles found in the Book of Isaiah. We can think of this one book 
in the same way as our lectionary. On Sunday when we read from it we have three readings and 
a Psalm. It is a collection of readings from many books from both Old and New Testaments. 
Readers of the Book of Isaiah could read lessons from each of the three sections that reflected 
the three themes of the book. 
 
To whom was this message addressed? Islands are separated from the mainland and often are 
widely separated. Paul Simon’s song “I am a Rock” comes to mind. He sang, “I am an island.” He 
expressed his isolation and loneliness in that song. Isaiah has addressed all those living in 
foreign lands amid pagan peoples who feel abandoned and lost by God. Distant people 
represent the Diaspora. People lived throughout the known world as opposed to the area of 
Palestine. Isaiah has addressed people’s affect. People felt isolated from homeland, heritage, 
family and God. How people feel does not always reflect the truth. Even in exile as God’s people 



lived dispersed throughout the world, God still loved them. God accompanied the people into 
exile and through the Diaspora, the pagan peoples learned about the One God of Israel. 
 
Why did Isaiah speak of himself, a witness of God, as weapons of war? The weapons are 
concealed, too; a sharp edged sword in the shadow of God’s arm and a polished arrow hidden 
in a quiver? I believe that Isaiah has attempted to describe in these images the mystery of God. 
How often have we approached our problems that seem intractable only to discover a path or 
way through them? I believe Isaiah spoke of his process or means of discernment of God’s 
movement. What was at first concealed and hidden became clear to him. His message is filled 
with hope and reflects his reliance on God. Swords and arrows can penetrate armor and flesh. 
So can the presence of God penetrate our isolation and loneliness. After a year of social 
distance, haven’t you and I experienced the same thing? Faith, Hope and Love can be very 
pervasive. 
 
Isaiah has also put forth another powerful insight. When people meet us and ask us who we are 
for the first time, what do we say? Usually we tell them our name and tell them what we do. 
When we define ourselves by our job, what happens when our job goes wrong or we loose it? 
Isaiah fell into a funk when his job seemed ineffective. How have the shut downs of the 
pandemic hit us? Do we define ourselves by our work or lack of it? Isaiah discovered what lay 
behind and beneath his work. He had value. It was out of the richness of his identity that gave 
meaning to his work, not the other way round. What lay behind his value? He was beloved of 
God. In Isaiah’s distress he discovered God’s presence. He wasn’t the sharp sword or polished 
arrow, God was. God was able to penetrate Isaiah’s deepest fears and profound despair. God 
entered the empty spaces of Isaiah’s life. What brought healing and purpose to Isaiah’s life was 
his relationship with God, not his successes or failures. It was not his work that brought 
meaning to his life. God gave him, life, faith and mission. When Isaiah’s work failed, or seemed 
to fail, he turned his thoughts and feelings to God who gave him life. God doesn’t fail. 
 
The reading ends with a powerful prophesy of how God’s prophet and people will become the 
light to nations. We, as Catholics, are Christian and hear these words leading to us and our 
mission as members of Christ’s Church. However, Isaiah and God’s people had no idea of what 
the future was yet to bring to light. Isaiah’s prophesy was to the God’s people living then. Only 
a remnant would return to the Holy Land. The majority of Jews chose to remain where they 
now lived and live. They were the light to the nations as they worshipped, prayed and lived 
among pagans. Their witness of faith spoke loudly to those among whom they lived. Knowing to 
whom Isaiah spoke can also deepen the message to us. God can speak on many different levels 
and to many people we don’t normally consider to be listening. God works in God’s time and in 
God’s way. 
 
The gospel of John has a unique way of narrative. He uses dialogue far more often than the 
other evangelists. His stories have details that seem insignificant but actually contain symbolic 
meaning. Today’s passage can be disturbing on many levels. We call the context of the reading 
the Last Supper. That term hides the fact that this is Jesus’ last meal before his execution as a 
criminal. The impending doom can be obscured by our religious piety that surrounds the Last 
Supper. He has told his most intimate companions, who are both his disciples and friends, that 
one of these intimates will turn him over to death. We sit at table to dine, they were laying 
down, reclining next to each other as they dined. They were close enough to have 



conversations that no one else could hear. The beloved disciple was close enough to rest his 
head on Jesus’ chest to ask his question. Judas was within arm’s reach of Jesus. As they were all 
lying on their bellies or sides, how far could that be? 
 
And it was night. The light has come into the world to die on the cross. This passage is 
disturbing. With all Jesus’ talk about glory, he spoke of his death. Jesus was saying goodbye to 
the twelve. They were in denial. The beloved disciple’s and Peter’s intrigue obscure Jesus’ 
betrayal. Their sense of Judas could not admit such behavior. Most of them had no idea why he 
left the meal. Jesus short circuited Peter’s bluster of fidelity and fight. Jesus may have revealed 
Judas’ treachery, but Jesus sent him out to do what he was to do. Jesus predicted Peter’s lies to 
save his own skin. Judas, at least was putting God’s plan of salvation into motion. His swift and 
decisive action brought about our salvation and the forgiveness of our sins. How could it be 
night on the eve that salvation dawned?  
 
Peter sought to follow Jesus. Don’t we seek the same? We are Jesus’ followers too. Jesus told 
Peter that he couldn’t follow him. Peter did follow Jesus though. We wouldn’t believe in Jesus 
without Peter’s witness. Again, Jesus is talking about his death. He was about to be 
apprehended by a mob of police led by an intimate. Arrested, tried, beaten and convicted for 
crimes he never committed. Is that why he told Peter he couldn’t follow? Peter’s time of death 
had not yet come. He still had a lifetime to live as Jesus’ follower and witness before that time 
would come; but it did come. All that Jesus predicted did come to pass. Jesus was to fulfill God’s 
plan that began before God created the cosmos. Jesus speaks to us as he spoke to the disciples; 
what do we hear? Do we really listen? 
 
Here we are a few days from Easter. All these events have happened millennia ago. They will 
never occur again. We do not relive them we remember them. We remember as if we there 
witnessing these events unfold. We anticipate Jesus’ return at the end of the age. However 
Jesus never leaves us. We never have to go far to find Jesus. What’s more, Jesus always finds us 
first. 
 
May Christ remain in your mind and heart. May your words and actions always show he is near. 
 
James D. Beath 
March 30, 2021 
 
PS: This year, we have had no Lenten Mission, I have not provided any Lenten program. For the 
Triduum, instead of a written reflection, I will offer a reflection for you to do at home. I will 
offer a few thoughts, some scripture, some open ended questions and an activity to do. This 
will work if you are alone or with others. I will have them ready by tomorrow (Tuesday). 


