
FIRST READING 
 
A reading from the first Book of Samuel 3:3b-10, 19 
 
 Samuel was sleeping in the temple of the LORD where the ark of God was. The LORD called 
to Samuel, who answered, “Here I am.” Samuel ran to Eli and said, “Here I am. You called me.” 
“I did not call you,” Eli said. “Go back to sleep.” So he went back to sleep. Again the LORD called 
Samuel, who rose and went to Eli. “Here I am, ” he said. “You called me.” But Eli answered, “I 
did not call you, my son. Go back to sleep.” At that time Samuel was not familiar with the LORD, 
because the LORD had not revealed anything to him as yet. The LORD called Samuel again, for 
the third time. Getting up and going to Eli, he said, “Here I am. You called me.” Then Eli 
understood that the LORD was calling the youth. So he said to Samuel, “Go to sleep, and if you 
are called, reply, Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” When Samuel went to sleep in his 
place, the LORD came and revealed his presence, calling out as before, “Samuel, Samuel!” 
Samuel answered, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Samuel grew up, and the LORD was 
with him, not permitting any word of his to be without effect. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10  
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
I have waited, waited for the LORD, and he stooped toward me and heard my cry. And he put a 
new song into my mouth, a hymn to our God.  
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
Sacrifice or offering you wished not, but ears open to obedience you gave me. Holocausts or 
sin-offerings you sought not; then said I, “Behold I come.” 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
“In the written scroll it is prescribed for me, to do your will, O my God, is my delight, And your 
law is within my heart!” 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
I announced your justice in the vast assembly; I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know. 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: The body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the 
body; God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies 
are members of Christ? But whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one Spirit with him. Avoid 
immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the immoral person sins 
against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 



whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been purchased at a 
price. Therefore glorify God in your body. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:35-42 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 John was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God.” The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. Jesus 
turned and saw them following him and said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to 
him, “Rabbi” - which translated means Teacher -, “where are you staying?” He said to them, 
“Come, and you will see.” So they went and saw where Jesus was staying, and they stayed with 
him that day. It was about four in the afternoon. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one 
of the two who heard John and followed Jesus. He first found his own brother Simon and told 
him, “We have found the Messiah” - which is translated Christ -. Then he brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John; you will be called Cephas” - which 
is translated Peter. 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 2nd Sunday of the Year 
 
Who hears disembodied voices in the night? Is Samuel a character for the X-Files? Does he 
suffer from schizophrenia? God has never spoken that way to me. However I have heard God’s 
call. I believe in God and in the one God sent, Jesus. This encounter that Samuel had took three 
tries. Samuel did not recognize God’s voice. It took the wisdom of the old High Priest, Eli, to 
discern God’s call and help Samuel respond. Perhaps God’s voice was not as clear as the story 
implies. Discernment of God is not always a straight-forward affair. Often, it is only in hindsight 
that we can recognize God’s guidance and presence. 
 
This story of Samuel was his calling to become God’s prophet. It was an event that neither he 
nor we can miss. His experience was clear and definitive. God spoke his name in the middle of 
the night and called him to his vocation. This is great; what though of us? How many of us have 
had such a clear path set forth by the voice of God? Each of us, by our faith in God, believes we 
have a calling. How do we know? God does not speak that way to people very often. God 
speaks through each of us. We have to listen more carefully to hear. 
 
When we were baptized, the one who baptized us spoke our name. I was baptized in 1953. In 
those days my name, James Donald, the priest said it in Latin; Jacobus Donoldus. I didn’t begin 
to study Latin until I was fourteen years old and at a month or so old, I didn’t understand much 
speech anyway. That event, which I don’t even remember, was when I first heard the call. I 
heard it again when, at nine years old, I was confirmed. I heard it again when a year later I 
volunteered to be and altar boy. By that time I already felt the yearnings to become a priest. I 
applied for the seminary, Quigley, two years later. 
 



Over the years many people have asked me about my vocation as a priest. Some of the good 
sisters who taught me in grammar school were horrified at my choice to enter the high school 
seminary. People have asked me why I wanted to be a priest. They were curious about the 
notion of God’s “call.” For decades my standard answer seemed lame. It still seems lame. I want 
to help people. There are many ways, jobs and vocations that help people. It never made it to 
describe God’s call to priesthood. Spiritual experiences are impossible to define and difficult to 
describe. Words always fall short. 
 
I must point out that an inner call may be a delusion. An inner experience of hearing God’s call 
has to be verified. The inner experience requires some external verification. Again, as God 
works through us as his agents, each year while in the seminary, I was evaluated and prodded 
by spiritual directors, faculty and peers. The church community, faculty and my family were the 
means the Spirit used to verify that my inner call was indeed real. Here I am, decades later, a 
priest who serves Christ’s Church. I may never have heard a voice in the night, but I have heard 
and do hear God’s call. 
 
When I began to work with the RCIA (The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) I noticed that 
they too had trouble expressing the reasons for joining the Church. I also began to answer the 
question with one of mine. How did you know that your spouse was the one to marry? Why do 
we love the people we do? The voice of God has spoken to us too; maybe Samuel was on to 
something. Miracles are subtle and sublime. How has God led us to this day? 
 
I have been a priest for decades, happily for the most part and fulfilled. Will I remain a priest for 
the rest of my life? With the grace of God perhaps; I cannot read the future. If the past forty 
one years is the gauge, God will see it so in me. The call can change, though. Many of my 
classmates have changed course in their lives. Some have left the priesthood and married and 
some just have left. Was their call a lie? Did God mislead them? Did the misinterpret God’s call? 
I don’t think so. God’s ways are mysterious. The path to God and others have many routes. As 
we live, God’s ways may lead us to new destinations down many different roads. 
 
More than thirty years ago, I got to know a family in the parish. It consisted of a grandmother, 
mother and her two sons. The father had divorced the mother and remarried. This left her, as a 
single mom alone as a parent and at a financial disadvantage. This angered the grandmother. 
She pointed out that the father seemed to live, happily with his new wife and kids. Her 
daughter was alone. I asked about how they got along while they were still married. She told 
me that married life together was unbearable. I asked if her daughter was happy now. She 
stopped and thought a while and answered that she was. I noted that maybe this was God’s 
plan. They weren’t happy together, but they found happiness apart and with their new lives. 
Could this have been what God wanted to happen from the start? When I was leaving the 
parish for my new assignment, grandma came to thank me for that insight. It helped her to find 
some peace. 
 
When we have to face immorality and sin, what is our approach? We want immorality and sin 
to be punished. Since we commit sins and are not always moral in our attitudes and actions, do 
we seek to be punished? How many of us exceed the speed limit while we drive? How many of 
us make a rolling stop at a stop sign? These actions, in addition to being illegal, also put us, our 
passengers, pedestrians and other drivers at risk. We don’t want a ticket and fine as a result 



either. There’s immorality and sin all over the world and in a big way. All we need do is follow 
the news. However, sometimes immorality and sin can be petty and close to home. 
 
When Paul gave his message, he wrote to people he knew well. He didn’t describe evil as being 
out in the world. He addressed the lives of the people who read his letter. We have read it 
today. He speaks to you and me for our own sins and immoral attitudes and actions. From 
where do our sins come? They don’t come from the devil for the devil doesn’t commit our sins; 
we do. Sins come from within us. Paul calls our bodies temples of God. What is a temple? A 
temple is God’s home. God lives with, in and through us. God’s home is each of us. To be 
mindful of that insight can be a powerful motive for our actions. Will we speed in sight of a 
cop? God is not a cop. The cop will give us a ticket. What will God do? God forgives sinners. To 
know that God forgives our sins can be a powerful incentive to live anew and in a different way. 
 
Paul also said that we were purchased and at a price. Purchase by what or whom and for how 
much. In the Old Testament, forgiveness came from a sacrificial offering. People would bring 
food to be offered to God. People presented livestock and fruits of the field for sacrifice. The 
critters were killed and roasted and the crops cooked. God did not take any of the food. God 
has no need to eat. God would enjoy the smells of the cooking food. The resulting roasts, 
succotash, breads and cakes were eaten by the temple priests, temple personnel and their 
families in payment of their faithful service. 
 
This begs a question. Why does God, who created the cosmos out of nothing, need any of this? 
God doesn’t need anything; one of the perks of being the eternal, infinite and unconditional 
Almighty God. We need these things. Ritual, prayer, sacrifice and fasting are the ways that God 
chooses to draw each of us to a more intimate relationship with God. They are also means by 
which we can become closer to one another as a community of faith. We offer our time, 
treasure and talent in service of the Church for the same reason. We strengthen the divine 
bonds between and among us. 
 
For us as Christians, God ransomed us from sin and death; the purchase price being the life of 
Jesus, God’s only begotten son. The only possible sacrifice offered to God was Jesus, God. God 
chose to die in our place. Nothing else had worked to expiate sin and destroy death. Jesus died 
to forgive us and give us the promise of eternal life. Jesus rose as the sign this had happened 
and to give us the promise of resurrection when Jesus returns to fulfill the Kingdom of God. 
Since we believe, we can live in Jesus with confidence and new life instead of fear, guilt and 
shame. 
 
What is the Lamb of God? Why is it so important? A lamb was a common sacrificial animal. I 
have always enjoyed eating lamb, pinkish and garnished with fresh herbs. Mutton, sheep meat, 
is another thing. The aroma of lamb cooking is a delight. The odor of mutton is revolting, like 
ammonia; its taste much the same. Humans have raised sheep for millennia. They provide 
meat, wool, leather, milk and cheese. Lamb is the guest of honor at the Jewish Passover Meal, 
the Seder. The tradition began with the first Passover. The angel of death came to slay the first 
born of Egyptian families. Each Hebrew family killed a lamb, collected some blood, cooked and 
ate the lamb. They took the blood and smeared some on the lintel of the entrance to their 
homes. The angel, seeing the lamb’s blood, passed over the homes of the Hebrews. After they 



had eaten their meal, they passed over from slavery to freedom beginning the Exodus from 
Egypt to the Promised Land. In Jewish ritual and family lamb is a special food. 
 
The lamb was slain and eaten. The meat nourished the people for their coming journey to 
freedom and the Promised Land. The blood marked the Hebrews as God’s Chosen. For John to 
call Jesus the Lamb of God is significant. John has defined, with that term, Jesus’ saving mission. 
Jesus offered his body and blood on the cross as he died. He was the Passover Lamb of God. 
Jesus offered his live instead of ours to God. We eat the Body and Blood of Jesus at mass. Bread 
and wine become Jesus’ body and blood as the outward sign of our identity as the Church. We 
receive communion as or spiritual food for our journey to the Kingdom of God. When we gather 
together in Jesus name, Jesus is in our midst. There we become Jesus Body and Blood as we 
become the living stones that build Jesus’ Church. Our Eucharist is the outward sign of our inner 
identity. 
 
We actively seek Jesus as we gather for mass. The two disciples did the same in John’s gospel. 
They came as we come seeking something from Jesus. The disciples’ motivation is not clear for 
they do not answer Jesus’ question as to why they sought him out. However, they only sought 
out Jesus knowing John’s description as God’s sacrificial lamb. Perhaps they sought the same 
thing from Jesus as do we, salvation, a relationship with God and forgiveness of our sins. 
 
Jesus invited them to, “Come and see,” with their question to where Jesus stayed. Not only did 
they accept Jesus’ invitation, they invited others to join them. Andrew brought his brother, 
Simon Peter to, “Come and see,” which he did. The names of these two brothers have some 
significance. Andrew is based on the Greek word andros which means man. The name Andrew 
can mean “manly.” It could be our equivalent of Guy. Peter had another name, Simon which is a 
Hebrew name. Peter is a nickname which means “rock” or possibly Rocky. I wonder if Andrew 
had a Hebrew name too. Cephas is the Aramaic equivalent of the Greek word petros meaning 
rock. 
 
Even though we don’t know exactly what the disciples sought, they declared, “We have found 
the Messiah.” Messiah is a Hebrew word and Christ is a Greek word that means in English the 
Anointed One. We have found the Messiah too. We celebrate, or remember in a ritual manner, 
our coming to Faith in Jesus each time we gather for mass. Each time we gather in Jesus’ name, 
we discover him again in our midst. 
 
May God lead and guide you to health and peace. 
 
James D. Beath 
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