
Tuesday of Holy Week Readings 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-6 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 

 

 Hear me, O islands, listen, O distant peoples. The LORD called me from birth, from my 

mother’s womb he gave me my name. He made of me a sharp-edged sword and 

concealed me in the shadow of his arm. He made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid 

me. You are my servant, he said to me, Israel, through whom I show my glory. Though I 

thought I had toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly, spent my strength, Yet my reward is 

with the LORD, my recompense is with my God. For now, the LORD has spoken who formed 

me as his servant from the womb, That Jacob may be brought back to him and Israel 

gathered to him; And I am made glorious in the sight of the LORD, and my God is now my 

strength! It is too little, he says, for you to be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and 

restore the survivors of Israel; I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may 

reach to the ends of the earth. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 

I will sing of your salvation. 

 

In you, O LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. In your justice rescue me, and 

deliver me; incline your ear to me, and save me. 

I will sing of your salvation. 

 

Be my rock of refuge, a stronghold to give me safety, for you are my rock and my fortress. O 

my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked. 

I will sing of your salvation. 

 

For you are my hope, O Lord; my trust, O God, from my youth. On you I depend from birth; 

from my mother’s womb, you are my strength. 

I will sing of your salvation. 

 

My mouth shall declare your justice, day by day your salvation. O God, you have taught me 

from my youth, and till the present, I proclaim your wondrous deeds. 

I will sing of your salvation. 

 

GOSPEL: John 13:21-33, 36-38 

 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 

 

 Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and testified, “Amen, 

amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, at a loss 

as to whom he meant. One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was reclining at 

Jesus’ side. So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant. He leaned back 

against Jesus’ chest and said to him, “Master, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to 



whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped it.” So he dipped the morsel and took it and 

handed it to Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot. After Judas took the morsel, Satan entered him. 

So Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” Now none of those reclining at 

table realized why he said this to him. Some thought that since Judas kept the money bag, 

Jesus had told him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or to give something to the poor. So 

Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night. When he had left, Jesus said, “Now 

is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself, and he will glorify him at once. My children, I will be with you only a little 

while longer. You will look for me, and as I told the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’ so 

now I say it to you.” Simon Peter said to him, “Master, where are you going?” Jesus answered 

him, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, though you will follow later.” Peter said 

to him, “Master, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus 

answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will not 

crow before you deny me three times.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Tuesday of Holy Week Reflection 

 

When I read a passage from one of the prophets, I always want to know the identity of the 

speaker. The one who calls people to attention and listens maybe God or maybe the 

prophet. As I understand the role of the prophet, the prophet speaks the word of God. The 

prophet is God’s mouthpiece. The prophet is a preacher. So when the passage from Isaiah 

begins, “Hear me!” I want to know the identity of “me.” Who is “me?” Here, it is not God. 

“Me” is the prophet speaking for himself; Isaiah. It’s easy to forget, that even Isaiah, one of 

the greatest of the Bible’s prophets, his humanity. Like all of us, Isaiah had good days and 

bad. He had strengths and weaknesses. He was subject to self-doubt. He could reflect upon 

his life and could wonder if he made the right choices, just like us. Even Isaiah could forget 

that he was not the focus of his own work, but God.  

 

In this story, he sits and wonders if all his life’s work was in vain. He has no tangible results. He 

perceives no difference in people after he presented the message he preached. He also 

shows his ego. He seeks glory for his actions. This can indicate that Isaiah wanted recognition 

from his congregation. I have had the blessed opportunity to preach within an African 

American congregation. On rare occasions, the Holy Spirit was really with me. On those 

occasions, people would spontaneously cry out, “Amen!” “Halleluiah!” or “Tell it, brother!” 

Let me tell you, those experiences were wonderful. The Spirit would spread and build 

excitement for God’s Word. However, there is a trick that some preachers would use to 

stimulate a response like that from the congregation. He, himself, would call, “Amen!” to 

which the folks would respond back, “Amen!” dutifully. Spontaneity was always the sign of 

the Spirit, eliciting a response from a call is a sign of the preacher’s ego. That’s what Isaiah 

seems to do in this lesson. He needs something, affirmation, reassurance or compliments. His 

human need surpasses his awareness of the presence of God. 

 

He perceives no difference in his congregation after years of working diligently, faithfully and 

as hard as he could. When I read his words carefully, I also hear that he needs some 

reassurance from God, as well, that his work has not been in vain. His personal glory is not the 

reason he’s a prophet. To give glory to God and preach God’s word is his purpose. Isaiah’s 



words will not change God’s people. God’s grace changes God’s people. God may work 

through Isaiah’s word, but Isaiah's words, on their own merit, will have no effect. Isaiah will 

only heal when he turns to God, not his congregation. It seems, at passage’s end, Isaiah 

seems to do just that. He says that God is his strength. He tells what God will do. Salvation will 

reach to the ends of the earth.  

 

I like to hear that great figures of faith experience what I experience. Feelings of frustration, 

futility, and failure are not just mine. I’ve had moments like Isaiah has had. Self-doubt and 

second-guessing are qualities all of us can experience. To hear that God continued to work 

through and build up Isaiah is powerful because God continues in us, too, despite our 

feelings. Just because Isaiah did not feel God’s help, did not mean God wasn’t giving him 

help. Therein is a lesson for us. Here we are, thousands of years later. We read Isaiah’s words, 

hear his anguish, share his experience and witness how God came to his aid.  

 

I think that the voice of Isaiah can speak not just the words of God, but speak with his own so 

we can hear his humanity and respond with compassion. 

 

Psalm 71 was the basis for Martin Luther’s famous hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” I 

remember first singing this hymn in the mid-1960s. I have always liked both the lyrics and the 

tune. Listen to the Psalm’s stanzas to the prayer the Psalmist prays. Rescue me, deliver me, 

listen to me and save me, all in your justice. 

 

What is God’s Justice? It is not our justice. Our justice is about punishing the guilty and settling 

scores. Revenge and punishment are not the Way of the Cross. Jesus’ Way leads to 

salvation, eternal life, and resurrection. Jesus forgives our sins. What does God offer sinners 

who turn to him? God offers forgiveness through God’s unconditional love. The Psalmist prays 

for healing. 

 

Any time we turn to God either in joy or desperation, God is our refuge. God shares our joy 

and comforts us in sorrow. This is easy to say, but how does this work? It’s nice to think that 

God will act, directly, and fill our hearts with God’s love. It does happen, often, like this. God 

also works through each of us. Even keeping social distance and isolation this is possible. A 

simple phone call, email or text can convey what our presence cannot. 

 

Each of us can be a prophet of God, like Isaiah, as we offer others our compassion and 

concern. Each of us can wonder about the effectiveness of our words and actions. As we 

speak and act, we can remember that God is always with us guiding what we do. Each time 

we show compassion to someone else, it is as if we sing our salvation to one another. 

 

Jesus celebrated the Last Supper with the twelve disciples, or he began with the twelve. 

During the appetizers, Jesus dealt with Judas. Jesus revealed his knowledge of betrayal. 

Peter and the Beloved Disciple inquired and learned who it was, Judas. Judas left before the 

actual meal. Later, Peter declared his fidelity and defense of Jesus. Jesus revealed his 

knowledge of betrayal a second time. Jesus declares, not too clearly, that he would leave 

them in death. Did Jesus really leave them? This drama and news confused the eleven. Jesus 

did not help but added to the situation by talking about Glory. Jesus entered Glory as does a 

soldier dying in war. We want to focus on the glory of Jesus’ resurrection. The path to Easter 

must first pass through Good Friday. Jesus’ Glory is the fulfillment of his mission, his passion, 



and death on the cross. That’s not an easy message for us, let alone the eleven disciples. To 

rise from the dead, one must first die. 

 

In this gospel, Good Friday is still days away. The disciples live, now, in limbo with confusion 

and anxiety. As the story unfolds they will experience the things we already know. We know 

Jesus will die; we know he will rise. In our lives, we don’t know what will happen tomorrow or 

in the next minute. We live under the threat of COVID 19. I see a parallel between now and 

then. The situation of the gospel lasted a few days until Easter. Our situation has lasted weeks 

and may continue to last more weeks (or months). We experience confusion and anxiety. 

 

To where does all this lead? Hopefully, it leads us to God and then to one another. Hopefully, 

this leads to an end to this pandemic. Hopefully, it leads us to a vaccine to COVID 19. As we 

believe in Jesus and trust in his word, it will lead us to the resurrection. Easter will come, but 

only after an extended Good Friday. It will also lead to eternal life. 

 

Keep well, distance and at home. 

 

James D. Beath 

4/7/2020 


