
Readings for the 11th Sunday of the Year  
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel: 
 
 Thus says the Lord GOD: I, too, will take from the crest of the cedar, from its topmost 
branches tearoff a tender shoot, and plant it on a high and lofty mountain; on the mountain 
heights of Israel I will plant it. It shall put forth branches and bear fruit, and become a majestic 
cedar. Birds of every kind shall dwell beneath it, every winged thing in the shade of its boughs. 
And all the trees of the field shall know that I, the Lord, bring low the high tree, lift high the 
lowly tree, wither up the green tree, and make the withered tree bloom. As I, the Lord, have 
spoken, so will I do. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 
Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praise to your name, Most High, To proclaim your 
kindness at dawn and your faithfulness throughout the night. 
Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 
The just one shall flourish like the palm tree, like a cedar of Lebanon shall he grow. They that 
are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 
They shall bear fruit even in old age; vigorous and sturdy shall they be, Declaring how just is the 
Lord, my rock, in whom there is no wrong. 
Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
 
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: We are always courageous, although we know that while we are at 
home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yet we are 
courageous, and we would rather leave the body and go home to the Lord. Therefore, we 
aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense, according to what he did in the 
body, whether good or evil. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark: 
 Jesus said to the crowds: “This is how it is with the kingdom of God; it is as if a man were to 
scatter seed on the land and would sleep and rise night and day and through it all the seed 
would sprout and grow, he knows not how. Of its own accord the land yields fruit, first the 
blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when the grain is ripe, he wields the 



sickle at once, for the harvest has come.” He said, “To what shall we compare the kingdom of 
God, or what parable can we use for it? It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it springs up and 
becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the sky can 
dwell in its shade.” With many such parables he spoke the word to them as they were able to 
understand it. Without parables he did not speak to them, but to his own disciples he explained 
everything in private. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 11th Sunday of the Year 
 
I don’t have much of a green thumb. I have stopped trying to raise house plants decades ago 
when all my attempts to grow coleus ended in dead plants. I never had much luck in getting 
cuttings from plants to root. From the context of the first reading, apparently the Lord God is a 
much better gardener. However, is God really trying to reforest the land or is this passage 
about something else? Can the said cedar represent something or someone else? 
 
Context is always important. Ezekiel began his prophetic ministry before the Babylonian Exile 
began and continued to preach as an exile in Diaspora. The cedar was a powerful symbol of 
Judah’s Davidic kingship. The king, Jehoiachin, was one of king Nebuchadnezzar’s captives and 
was seen as the topmost and newest shoot. It was the king’s responsibility to keep the Jewish 
people safe. He was the shoot that God took and planted, or that was the people’s hope. Once 
the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, the Temple and carried off the people, never again was 
there a king from the line of David. 
 
That was true until Jesus. As Christians, we see Jesus in that role. He was Savior, Messiah, Lord 
and the Son of God. We believe Jesus to be the fulfillment of Ezekiel’s prophesy. A remnant of 
God’s people did return to Palestine, rebuilt Jerusalem and built a new temple but the majority 
of God’s people chose to live in Diaspora. The captivity lasted seventy years and spanned at 
least four generations. The descendants of the captives chose to remain in the lands that were 
now their homes. 
 
With Jesus, Christians are of every ethnicity, language and culture. The Christian faith is open to 
all. Jesus does not protect us from trouble or the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune but 
can provide us with God’s presence in the midst of what seems senseless. He offers forgiveness 
to sinners and salvation to those who believe. We don’t seek shelter under his branches but 
seek hope in his loving embrace. 
 
This has been a rough time for us all. Pandemic, politics and people’s prejudice have been 
barriers to keep us apart. Jesus has been what has held us together as individuals and as a 
community. Faith in Jesus is all we need to know God’s love. To maintain Ezekiel’s analogy, 
Jesus has kept us vibrant and green throughout the past year. Jesus gives us what we need to 
cope and thrive in our times. The life we share is Jesus’ given to us by his death on the cross. 
 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians has some ambiguity. Why, if he’s the writer, does he refer to 
himself in the plural? What does home in the body mean? What does away from the body 
mean? What is the body? There is the sense that Paul, in his preaching, speaks on behalf of the 
whole Church and speaks by the grace of the Holy Spirit. The “we” conveys a sense that Paul 
does not preach on his own. His message is beyond a single and personal ego. He is filled with a 
sense of community and graced with the gifts of God. 



 
Paul was also alive. He had risked death on a number of occasions and since we refer to him as 
a saint, he did eventually die. He’s talking about his own and eventual death. He loved life, 
though, and seeks to do his best as an apostle. He seeks to share eternal life with God, but not 
just yet. I think about a title of a song that expresses this dynamic well. “Everybody wants to go 
to heaven, but nobody wants to die!” Death is in store for us all; we will all return to God. It is 
our hope in faith and not a punishment for sin. 
 
There’s also another sense of body that is very of Paul. He uses the image of a human body as 
an example of the Church. The Church is held as Jesus’ mystical body united in Jesus’ blood. 
Since this is his letter to the Church in Corinth, he’s obviously somewhere else. He is away from 
the Body of Christ that is in Corinth. Perhaps, like many men, he has trouble expressing feelings 
of affection and hides them in ambivalent figures of speech. There’s a commercial I saw (several 
times) recently that shows this dynamic. A man has just finished painting a room and steps back 
to appreciate the effects of his work. His wife enters the shot and gives him and appreciative 
hug. He enjoys that too, but doesn’t show it. 
 
Mustard plants my mother grew in our back yard were never more than a couple three feet tall. 
I looked up Palestinian mustard bush on Google and discovered they can grow between six and 
thirty feet (at most) tall. They are robust and hearty. Birds can nest and shelter in and under 
them. The mustard seed may not, in fact, be the smallest of seeds or the largest of plants, 
because Jesus speaks not as a horticulturalist but as a preacher. He’s trying to explain what the 
Kingdom of God can be like. 
 
This is a parable, an analogy. He’s giving us and example we can know and experience. He’s not 
telling us what the Kingdom is or will be. We have the same perspective, basically, on the 
Kingdom as Jesus’ audience. We still wait for the Kingdom’s fulfillment as did they. It’s here but 
not yet. It continues to unfold as we live, but we do not know what will be when it is complete. 
We do know that Jesus will return to bring the Kingdom to fruition. 
 
Jesus did tell us “how it is with the kingdom of God.” This is different from the second of these 
two parables. Growth and development are mysteries. I remember the sense of awe when I 
met my goddaughter for the first time. She was not yet a day old when I first held her in my 
arms. I marveled at her beautiful wonder. Here was a new person. What could she become with 
her perfectly formed and tiny fingers, toes and features? That’s the sense this parable portrays. 
To sense the wonder and awe of God’s work and presence is a moment of inspiration and 
profound power in a fleeting moment. They don’t occur often, but when they do the moment 
and memory we cherish. It is also a gift to link those moments with the return of Jesus and the 
Kingdom of God. In them we glimpse eternity. 
 
Perhaps as we read today’s scriptural lessons we can learn to ask ourselves a few questions. 
How has the Holy Spirit led me to this day? How have our lives become rooted in Christ and in 
one another? Have I glimpsed the wonder and awe of God as creation unfolds before me? We 
are courageous as we move toward God’s kingdom. How it begins is our hope. 
 
May the moments we know God’s presence deepen our hope and trust in Jesus’ promise. 
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