
Readings for Thursday of the 15th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 The way of the just is smooth; the path of the just you make level. Yes, for your way and 
your judgments, O LORD, we look to you; Your name and your title are the desire of our souls. 
My soul yearns for you in the night, yes, my spirit within me keeps vigil for you; When your 
judgment dawns upon the earth, the world’s inhabitants learn justice. O LORD, you mete out 
peace to us, for it is you who have accomplished all we have done. O LORD, oppressed by your 
punishment, we cried out in anguish under your chastising. As a woman about to give birth 
writhes and cries out in her pains, so were we in your presence, O LORD. We conceived and 
writhed in pain, giving birth to wind; Salvation we have not achieved for the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world cannot bring it forth. But your dead shall live, their corpses shall rise; 
awake and sing, you who lie in the dust. For your dew is a dew of light, and the land of shades 
gives birth. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21 
From heaven the Lord looks down on the earth. 
 
You, O LORD, abide forever, and your name through all generations. You will arise and have 
mercy on Zion, for it is time to pity her. For her stones are dear to your servants, and her dust 
moves them to pity.  
From heaven the Lord looks down on the earth. 
 
The nations shall revere your name, O LORD, and all the kings of the earth your glory, When the 
LORD has rebuilt Zion and appeared in his glory; When he has regarded the prayer of the 
destitute, and not despised their prayer. 
From heaven the Lord looks down on the earth. 
 
Let this be written for the generation to come, and let his future creatures praise the LORD: 
“The LORD looked down from his holy height, from heaven he beheld the earth, To hear the 
groaning of the prisoners, to release those doomed to die.” 
From heaven the Lord looks down on the earth. 
 
Gospel: 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 11:28-30 
 
 Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest 
for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Reflection for Thursday of the 15th Week of the Year 
 
Isaiah uses a line that can be misleading. The way of the just is a smooth path of the just you 
make level. Since I find the path of life a bit rocky and hilly sometimes, does this mean I am not 
just? How come some of the nastiest people have an easier way than I do? Tevye’s song from 
“Fiddler on the Roof,” “If I Were a Rich Man,” comes to mind (and now that tune and those 
lyrics will stick with me for hours now). It is so tempting to make comparisons between my life 
and what I see in others. Isaiah did not want any one of us to make comparisons. The message 
of the scripture is only for those who hear it. Isaiah’s message is for each of us and trusting that 
each us is a just one. 
 
There is only one who is just; God and the one God sent, Jesus, who is also fully God as well as 
fully human. Jesus is the only human being who has walked this earth and has lived this life 
being truly just. Through Jesus death on the cross, God has made us just through the 
forgiveness of our sins. To borrow a term from St. Paul, we stand risen in Christ justified by faith 
in Jesus. We are the justified. It means that we are just human. Becoming just is becoming God. 
Through God’s grace, we have become God’s justified. 
 
God leads sinners to justice. Having said this, there are different and conflicting notions of 
justice. In our society, justice has a strong, punitive theme. We punish the guilty. Justice can be 
vengeful. Vengeance is mine says the Lord; is that God’s way? Who is God? God is Love. What is 
Love? Love is the means of mercy, compassion and forgiveness. In the 1970 movie, “Love 
Story,” there is this quote, “Love means never having to say you're sorry.” That’s the way it may 
be in Hollywood or Washington DC, but not as we strive for the Kingdom of God. Love is each of 
us saying, “I’m sorry,” and God replying. “I forgive you.” This interaction is the basis for 
reconciliation. It involves an interaction with in the context of a relationship.  
 
Good Lord, did that movie premier fifty years ago? Is Ali McGraw really eighty one years old? 
My, how time has flown! The previous tune running in my head has just been replaced with the 
tune, “Where do I begin.” 
 
Each of us has been born by God’s will. It is by God’s grace that we live our lives. Since our 
experience of living can be difficult from time to time, God’s grace is best seen and felt as we 
look back to see that we have gotten through tough times. All the while we live; we are on a 
path returning to God when we die. It is a path that God has made. Along the way we wander 
from God’s path, but not really for even our sins can be ways for God to draw us more closely 
into God’s loving embrace. Jesus speaks of himself as the way, truth and life, the gate to the 
sheep pen and good shepherd. Even as we sin, God leads us through forgiveness to the 
Kingdom. 
 
“From heaven the Lord looks down upon the earth.” Where does God live? God lives in, 
through and with us, his beloved sons and daughters. Does God look down on us? What is 
God’s perspective? When God looks at each of us, what does God really see? Each of us, as 
human beings, is created in God’s own image and likeness. When God looks at me does God 
see my sins? Is God looking for my flaws and weaknesses? God sees God’s image and likeness 
within me. God looks to heal my flaws, give me strength and forgive my sin. God seeks to make 
me a just one who stand justified in God’s love. 



 
Since God became a human being in Jesus, God knows what human life truly is, not what it’s 
like. Jesus had intimate and true experience of humanity. Jesus experienced all we experience. 
God sees what we see. Sometimes, for an instant, we can glimpse what God sees too. We catch 
a glimpse of eternity. I have been drawn to the second verse of the song, “You Raise Me Up.” 
 
There is no life no life without its hunger; Each restless heart beats so imperfectly; 
But when you come and I am filled with wonder Sometimes, I think I glimpse eternity 
 
You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains; You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas; 
I am strong, when I am on your shoulders; You raise me up to more than I can be 
 
This song has bumped the other two out completely. 
 
A glimpse of God can help keep the vision of the Kingdom of God in focus.  
 
We just had this gospel a week ago. This is part of the gospel of Sunday the 14th Week of the 
Year Cycle A. That reflection is still up on the parish website. 
 
Our path of life is a gift God has given. Each of us has life, faith, family, friends and forgiveness. 
All of these lead back to God with the promise of eternal life. We are gifts that reveal God’s 
eternal and unconditional love. 
 
Please remain safe through your witness of faith; keeping others safe. 
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