
Readings for Sunday the 28th Week of the Year  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-10a 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will provide for all peoples a feast of rich food and 
choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines. On this mountain he will destroy the veil 
that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations; he will destroy death forever. The 
Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face; the reproach of his people he will remove 
from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken. On that day it will be said: "Behold our God, to 
whom we looked to save us! This is the LORD for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad 
that he has saved us!" For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6  
I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures he gives me repose; beside 
restful waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul. 
I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 
He guides me in right paths for his name's sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no 
evil; for you are at my side with your rod and your staff that give me courage. 
I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 
You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 
I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 
Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of 
the LORD for years to come. 
I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians  4:12-14, 19-20 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: I know how to live in humble circumstances; I know also how to live 
with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things I have learned the secret of being well 
fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need. I can do all things in him 
who strengthens me. Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress. My God will fully supply 
whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father, 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people in parables, saying, 
"The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. He 
dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come. A 
second time he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those invited: "Behold, I have prepared my 
banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to the feast."' 
Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his business.  The rest 
laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged and sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The 
feast is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the 
main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.' The servants went out into the streets 
and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled with guests. But when 
the king came in to meet the guests, he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. 
The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?' 
But he was reduced to silence. Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, 
and cast him into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Many 
are invited, but few are chosen." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Sunday the 28th Week of the Year 
 
The image of feasting on rich food and fine wines is powerful. Wedding receptions can be 
wonderful, joyous occasions. I have some bias when approaching these events. I have always 
had a propensity to be obese. I struggle to avoid rich food and a lot of wine. I have been on a 
diet since 2003, the year before my 25th anniversary. When I started on the diet, I had a 
waistline greater than fifty. It is currently thirty eight. Over the years I have attended many 
wedding receptions with people I hardly knew. These days I avoid rich food and a lot of wine. I 
prefer to attend the church service rather than the reception. 
 
There are a couple elements of the first reading and gospel I question. When and where are 
these feasts? The first reading tells us that the feast is “on this mountain.” We live on a flood 
plain. Despite local town names like Park Ridge, Mount Prospect and Arlington Heights, the only 
local place aptly named is Des Plaines. Is the location of the mountain Sinai where Moses and 
the Israelites entered the Covenant with God? God met with Moses and the elders of the 
community for a feast on Mount Sinai. Ancient Israel believed that God lived on a mountain 
top. We have mayors, governors and presidents; not a king. Are these feasts things that will 
happen now, after we die or in the kingdom of God. Heaven, for me, is not having to eat for all 
eternity. Having to sit and eat or, keeping to the biblical image, recline and eat forever is more 
my picture of what hell would be like. There must be more to these stories. What could that 
be? Isaiah’s story is his prophetic vision and Jesus’ parable is his description of what the 
kingdom of God is like. 
 



In light of the COVID 19 pandemic, such a gathering of God’s people in real time today could be 
deadly for some of us. In March we canceled our St. Joseph Table. Is this a message for now or a 
time to come? We all have endured these conditions for many months. As I check up on world 
news, parts of the world have been living with, to varying degrees of success, COVID since 
January. Isaiah told us that God will destroy death forever. Death will never come to those 
already dead; but for us who are alive it’s coming for us. If we lose the ability to cry, will we lose 
ability to feel and our capacity for compassion? Does the hand of God rest only on God’s 
mountain or upon each of us? How have we gotten to this day if we are COVID free or having 
recovered from it? I believe that if God’s hand, in deed, rests upon the mountain top, it rests 
upon us too. God has brought us to this day. 
 
Do we travel to God’s mountain? Are we already there? God lives not in a specific location. God 
created the entire universe and all that is in it. God created you and me in God’s image and 
likeness. God knows our deepest selves, who we really are and what we have done. Jesus 
promised at the end of Matthew’s gospel, “I will be with you always, to the end of time.” God’s 
true home is within us all. Instead of a pilgrimage to some sacred shrine, the place to encounter 
God’s presence is in our own hearts. 
 
Isaiah said that God will wipe away our tears, not end them. When we face pain, how do we 
find help? We turn to someone and share our story. The pain does not go away; it is lessened. 
Healing is not necessarily a cure. These days we may not speak to a lot of people face to face, 
most of us have a phone. With social distancing we still have the means of communication. 
Wiping away of tears is an act of compassion. We cannot prevent pain from happening, we can 
never know what another’s pain really feels like, but we can share a common ground together. 
Prayer is the means by which we communicate with God. We can tell God how we feel or what 
we need anytime and anywhere. Perhaps the feast is finding what we need, companionship and 
solidarity with others and God. God never leaves us. Both God and those we love are as close as 
thought or a phone call. 
 
On first reading, the king in Jesus’ story had a few characteristics that are less than endearing. 
He must have been pretty unpopular since nobody wanted to go to his son’s wedding 
reception. All his invited guests refused to attend. He was a violent, ruthless man who 
committed genocide at feeling insult. At first he seemed to be very generous as he invited 
anybody, good and bad, to his party. However, he had an unpredictable streak too. He threw 
the man without a suit into the night, bound hand and foot. No tears got wiped away here. I 
would have refused an invite from this guy too, given that. 
 
In order to discern what Jesus meant with this parable let’s start with when the Gospel was 
written. The apostle Matthew was not taking notes to write a memoir. The earliest writings in 
the Christian canon of scripture were the letters of Paul. The earliest date for Matthew’s gospel 
is 70 of the Common Era. Few scripture scholars accept a date that early. Most scholars accept 
a later date between 80 and 90 of the Common Era. They accept the later date due to the 
presence of references of the destruction of cities and the killing of the inhabitants. The 
Romans invaded Palestine destroyed Jerusalem and its temple in 70-71 of the Common Era. The 
people were enslaved and carried to Rome with the gold and wealth of the city. Jews built the 
Coliseum as slaves and the gold of the temple of Jerusalem paid for it. 
 



With that bit of history, to whom did Jesus tell this story? He addressed the parable to the chief 
priests and elders of the people. They rejected Jesus, his ministry, mission and message. During 
the time of the apostles, the Church was Jewish. The first Christians were also faithful Jews. 
Paul proclaims his fidelity to Judaism several times in the Acts of the Apostles and his epistles. 
By 80AD the Gentiles made up the majority of Church membership. These are the main issues 
revealed in the kings’ mayhem. This describes the ruthless behavior of the king and the 
reluctance for the guests to resist the offer they could not, but did, refuse. Jerusalem was 
destroyed, its people enslaved and its wealth carried off as booty. 
 
Whereas this explains the violence of the passage, what about the poor unfortunate fellow who 
got himself bound hand and foot and thrown out into darkness. That seems heartless. When 
Jesus told stories like this, who was represented by the powerful king? Normally this would be 
God. This guy was a homeless man. How would he be able to buy a new suit for the occasion? If 
the king represents God, where is God’s mercy and compassion? This seems incongruous 
coming from Jesus who had a special concern for the poor. This action flies in the face of Jesus’ 
own teachings. He went out of his way and told his followers to invite the poor to lunch or 
dinner. 
 
There’s one line in this encounter between king and guest. It is reminiscent of Jesus before 
Pilate. When the king addressed the man he was reduced to silence. The man had no answer. 
Jesus, before Pilate, said very little too. It is possible, in that instance that there was a language 
barrier. Pilate was a Roman. He would have spoken Latin and possibly Greek. Jesus was a 
Galilean and spoke Aramaic and likely, as a rabbi, Hebrew. What happened to Jesus as a result 
of silence was worse. He was bound, beaten and killed. The place of execution was also 
outdoors and outside the city walls too; Golgotha. There may be more to the story that Jesus 
revealed. 
 
Often, when faced with a moral quandary, I will ask, “What would Jesus do?” With this story I 
ask, “What might I do?” I would have pled my case before the king. I would let him know of my 
dire, flat broke status as a homeless man. I would have begged for mercy. The man in the story 
held his tongue. Granted this was the king who destroyed cities and executed the inhabitants; 
that’s just a bit intimidating. Yet the king is also not the king but a representation for God. God 
is love, eternal and unconditional whose justice is always merciful and forgiving. Perhaps the 
lesson of Jesus parable has little to do with the story’s details. God invites all people created in 
God’s image and likeness to the kingdom. There is only one human race; each one of us a sinner 
who needs God’s mercy. Mercy’s end is the gift of salvation. Turning to God in our need may be 
all we must do. 
 
I had a spiritual director for several years who has since died. Out of the blue he asked me how I 
feel about people slipping me money from time to time. I told him that I was uncomfortable in 
situations like that. I make a salary and never ask or charge for my services. To do so borders 
what the Church calls simony, which is selling my priestly ministry and sacraments for money. It 
is one of the greatest ecclesiastical sins. He made reference to this passage in Philippians. Paul, 
apparently, struggled with the same dilemma. My director pointed out, that at least with this; I 
shared something in common with St. Paul. He also added, “And little else.” 
 



In today’s passage from Paul, we get another insight into what he was like as an individual. For 
Paul to carry on his journeys from church to church and preach the gospel, he needed financial 
backing. One never traveled alone. People traveled with companions. Travel was long and 
dangerous. We take planes, trains and automobiles for granted. The closest thing to an 
interstate, in those days, was travel by ship or boat. There were no filling stations or drive-ins. 
Water, food, shelter and pots and pans had to be packed and carried. The travel ensemble was 
in fact a caravan; the travelers were beasts of burden. Paul was an independent character. He 
insisted on supporting himself as he lived, sometimes for years in a town and preached the 
gospel. That he did, traditionally, as a tent maker. The travel was another issue. The expenses 
were high and needed to be underwritten. We cannot be certain, but if Paul and company went 
from Philippi to Ephesus, the Philippians would pay the expenses. Paul did not want to 
squander resources on himself. This particular passage may reflect Paul’s inability to say thank 
you directly. He appeared to appreciate the generous reception the Philippians gave him. 
 
The longer the chaos of our times continues; feeling half full may become feeling half empty. 
The readings today promise abundance. To find it may be as simple as expressing how we feel 
to God and one another. These days the mere presence of others can be our abundance. To 
seek others may be a phone call, email or text away. God is only a prayer away. We all live in 
each other’s thoughts. 
 
May we all know God’s and one another’s love. May love become our source of strength to 
keep each other safe. 
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