
FIRST READING: Hebrews 7:25–8:6 
 
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews: 
 
 Jesus is always able to save those who approach God through him, since he lives forever to 
make intercession for them. It was fitting that we should have such a high priest: holy, 
innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, higher than the heavens. He has no need, as did 
the high priests, to offer sacrifice day after day, first for his own sins and then for those of the 
people; he did that once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints men subject to 
weakness to be high priests, but the word of the oath, which was taken after the law, appoints 
a son, who has been made perfect forever. The main point of what has been said is this: we 
have such a high priest, who has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven, a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle that the Lord, not man, set up. 
Now every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus the necessity for this one 
also to have something to offer. If then he were on earth, he would not be a priest, since there 
are those who offer gifts according to the law. They worship in a copy and shadow of the 
heavenly sanctuary, as Moses was warned when he was about to erect the tabernacle. For God 
says, “See that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” 
Now he has obtained so much more excellent a ministry as he is mediator of a better covenant, 
enacted on better promises. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
Sacrifice or oblation you wished not, but ears open to obedience you gave me. Burnt offerings 
or sin-offerings you sought not; then said I, “Behold I come.” 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
“In the written scroll it is prescribed for me, To do your will, O my God, is my delight, and your 
law is within my heart!” 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
I announced your justice in the vast assembly; I did not restrain my lips, as you, O LORD, know.  
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
May all who seek you exult and be glad in you, And may those who love your salvation say ever, 
“The LORD be glorified.” 
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
Gospel: Mark 3:7-12 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark: 
 
 Jesus withdrew toward the sea with his disciples. A large number of people followed from 
Galilee and from Judea. Hearing what he was doing, a large number of people came to him also 



from Jerusalem, from Idumea, from beyond the Jordan, and from the neighborhood of Tyre and 
Sidon. He told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd, so that they 
would not crush him. He had cured many and, as a result, those who had diseases were 
pressing upon him to touch him. And whenever unclean spirits saw him they would fall down 
before him and shout, “You are the Son of God.” He warned them sternly not to make him 
known. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thursday the 2nd Week of the Year 
 
Today, Hebrews spoke of the Jewish High Priesthood. High priesthood no longer exists today. It 
ended with the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in 70-71AD. We, as Christians are 
unfamiliar with what it was. As Catholics we can mistake it for the priesthood we know. The 
priesthood, in Judaism was an hereditary one. The priests in Judaism were descendants of 
Aaron, the brother of Moses. Today, with our knowledge of genetics and DNA, we can identify 
Jews who are Aaron’s descendants. Often, people with the surname Cohen stem from the 
traditional line of priests. Cohen means priest in Hebrew. 
 
The letter to the Hebrews was written for Jews who believed in Jesus. Paul remained a faithful 
Jew throughout his life after his conversion to Christ. He told us this in his writings. Christian 
priesthood is not hereditary. All people baptized enter into Christ’s priesthood. Those who wish 
to enter ministry choose and are chosen to be ordained. For us, Jesus is our High Priest. He died 
on the cross and rose from the dead to live eternally. 
 
The High Priest would offer sacrifice for the sins of God’s people on holy days, according to the 
Jewish yearly liturgical year. Jesus died as a sacrifice for the sins of the entire human race; once 
and for all never to die again. When we gather together and offer mass, Jesus doesn’t die again. 
We celebrate or remember in a special way his death and resurrection. When Jewish families 
gather for the Passover Seder Meal they gather as if they, themselves, are gathering at the first 
Passover. The angel of death passes over their faithful home and they eat as if they prepare for 
flight from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land. When we gather for mass, we gather as if we, 
ourselves, gather in the upper room for all the events that surround Jesus’ Pascal Mystery. The 
altar is both Jesus’ dining room table and the cross of sacrifice. The mass is at the same time a 
sacrifice and a meal. We remember Jesus’ death and share in his Body and Blood at the 
Eucharist. 
 
Historically, the Letter to the Hebrews marks the transition from temple worship to Eucharistic 
celebration. The author has laid down the basics of the Church’s belief in Jesus, Christology. For 
us, the message shows the centrality of Jesus and his mission to save us. He is the reason we 
gather to remember. When we gather, it’s all about Jesus living in our midst. God has given us 
the gift of our salvation and promise of eternal life through the one-time act of Jesus death and 
resurrection. Jesus is living still through, with, in and among us now. 
 
Names, in the bible, are often a problem. Zerubbabel is one of my favorites. The geography of 
place is also unfamiliar. Jerusalem is familiar and at the heart of bible stories. For centuries 
people believed it to be the center of the world. Idumea is to its south. Trans-Jordan is to the 



east. Tyre and Sidon are to the north. In other words, the crowd came from all over Palestine. 
Why were they so big? What did people come to see? Was it curiosity that drew them? Did 
they all approach Jesus in faith? The scriptures do not say. Gathering in large crowds seems to 
be a common, human behavior; just watch the news. The gatherings are for many reasons; 
politics, mischief, entertainment or seeking a free lunch. People also gather for a pilgrimage, to 
seek God in a special place. 
 
Jesus seemed to anticipate a large crowd. He prepared a refuge for himself aboard a boat, using 
the waters of the Jordan River as a buffer for him (or means of escape). He healed many 
people. This may have been the reason for the crowds. The poor, sick and handicapped came 
expecting to be healed. Jesus stifled people knowing his true identity; God’s Son and Messiah. It 
is also curious that we did not hear any of Jesus’ preaching in this story. People seemed to have 
gathered for a free cure. 
 
The reason that they came to Jesus is not our concern. Why do we seek Jesus? Why do I write 
these reflections and you read them? Those are the questions for us to ask. Our answers will 
vary from person to person; each of us has a different, personal call. Our reasons to seek Jesus 
will also depend upon our needs and concerns on a given day. We seek Jesus because we need 
him. In Jesus we have faith. In Jesus we find forgiveness and healing. With Jesus we are never 
alone. For as we proclaim Jesus is the Son of God in our words and actions, we bring Christ into 
the world. 
 
In this gospel, Jesus’ time had not yet come. His mission to die on the cross and rise from death 
still lay in the future. He had not yet become High Priest. For us, the moment of salvation is 
already here. Jesus lives within and among us. We believe in Jesus and as we live, the Good 
News of Salvation we can now freely proclaim. 
 
Through Christ may we all say, “Here am I; I come to do God’s will.” 
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