
Readings for Tuesday of the 33rd Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22 
 
A reading from the Book of Revelation: 
 
 I, John, heard the Lord saying to me: “To the angel of the Church in Sardis, write this: “‘The 
one who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars says this: “I know your works, that you 
have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Be watchful and strengthen what is left, 
which is going to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. 
Remember then how you accepted and heard; keep it, and repent. If you are not watchful, I will 
come like a thief, and you will never know at what hour I will come upon you. However, you 
have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; they will walk with me dressed 
in white, because they are worthy. “‘The victor will thus be dressed in white, and I will never 
erase his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his name in the presence of my 
Father and of his angels. “‘Whoever has ears ought to hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’” “To the angel of the Church in Laodicea, write this: “‘The Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the source of God’s creation, says this: “I know your works; I know that you are 
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either cold or hot. So, because you are lukewarm, neither 
hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, ‘I am rich and affluent and have no 
need of anything,’ and yet do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and 
naked. I advise you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich, and white 
garments to put on so that your shameful nakedness may not be exposed, and buy ointment to 
smear on your eyes so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and chastise. Be earnest, 
therefore, and repent. “‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, then I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me. I will give the 
victor the right to sit with me on my throne, as I myself first won the victory and sit with my 
Father on his throne. “‘Whoever has ears ought to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 
I will seat the victor beside me on my throne. 
 
He who walks blamelessly and does justice; who thinks the truth in his heart and slanders not 
with his tongue. 
I will seat the victor beside me on my throne. 
 
Who harms not his fellow man, nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor; By whom the 
reprobate is despised, while he honors those who fear the LORD. 
I will seat the victor beside me on my throne. 
 
Who lends not his money at usury and accepts no bribe against the innocent. He who does 
these things shall never be disturbed. 
I will seat the victor beside me on my throne. 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel: Luke 19:1-10 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 At that time Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town. Now a man 
there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking to 
see who Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that 
way. When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said,  “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, 
for today I must stay at your house.” And he came down quickly and received him with joy. 
When they saw this, they began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay at the house of a 
sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I 
shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times 
over.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a 
descendant of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday of the 33rd Week of the Year 
 
The least read and most misunderstood book of the bible may be the Book of Revelation. Ten 
years and a few parishes ago with a parish bible study group, I led an investigation into John the 
Divine’s mysterious writings. The people who gathered for the sessions had some 
misconceptions of the meaning and the message. One thought that the images in it were real 
not symbolic and the text was not allegorical but portrayed horror that will come. The study 
gave one woman nightmares. Some had studied literature and poetry and recognized a kinship 
with John’s writing of the Book. 
 
The Book of Revelation, as do all passages of the bible, tells of God’s love, mercy, compassion 
and forgiveness. It is a story of how God saves. It tells this story in a fantastical way. The 
triumph of the Lamb, the salvation of the multitude and the defeat of sin are the heart of 
Revelation. Compiling people’s misconception of the book is its former name; Apocalypse. 
Today the word means complete destruction of life and the world by an uncontrollable force 
like zombies, atomic bombs or a pandemic. Apocalypse comes from a Greek word that means 
revelation. Our current understanding of the word comes from a misinterpretation of the Book 
of Revelation’s meaning; God destroys instead of saving and redeeming the world and all in it. 
 
To those who saw only 666 and the beast, I made little headway. They continued to be 
motivated by fear of God’s wrath. For the one who had nightmares from the imagery, I gave a 
reference to a picture book, The Brick Bible. It is available on Amazon and uses Lego to depict 
bible stories. It helped the person to see the fantastic images as cute, not frightening. For the 
rest of us, we were able to see the themes of forgiveness, healing and God’s triumph over evil 
unfold through the poetry, symbolism and allegory. We all benefited by the study. 
 
The book was addressed to seven Christian communities the author, John seemed to know. He 
addressed their character and challenged them to grow in Christ more deeply as believers and 
giving witness as they lived. The message of today’s passage is among the most straight forward 
and clear. We can understand the message and seek its implications for us with little effort. 
Even though John addressed seven ancient churches that no longer exist, his words are also for 
us. Ours are the ears to hear the Spirit as we try to be witnesses of Christ today. It is our faith in 
action that John advised. It is our commitment now to bring Christ to the waiting world. 



 
Events of this year have been challenging. Our world has changed and is changing into 
something new. Change into something new is one powerful theme of revelation. We don’t like 
change. We can never be sure if the change is for the better or not. That doesn’t matter; the 
Spirit is with us as the Spirit was in integral part of those ancient churches. They lived like we 
live; by faith and not how the environment feels or seems. We face our challenges, as they 
faced theirs, with the presence of God and guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The passage ended with an image of Jesus knocking at the door of our souls. The image has 
become icons and paintings. Jesus holds a lantern and knocks at someone’s door in the middle 
of the night. There is a small window in the door but no doorknob on the outside. It implies that 
as Jesus knocks, the one inside can let him in. These are beautiful images, but at the same time 
misleading. It implies that at Jesus’ call or invitation one chooses to accept. This is the way we 
interact with one another not with the Spirit. One accepts Jesus invitation because the Spirit 
has given us the desire to do so. Our response to God is by God’s will and grace. Salvation is a 
gift we will never earn or deserve. I like to quote the fourth common preface from the prior 
translation of the Sacramentary. 
 

You have no need of our praise, yet our desire to thank you is itself your gift. Our prayer of 
thanksgiving adds nothing to your greatness, but makes us grow in your grace, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
This prayer may sound a bit like double-talk. It is not. These words reveal the world as seen the 
way God sees it. God’s way, though different from ours, reveals God’s gift, love. God has loved 
us to life, faith, forgiveness, salvation and promise. Unlike the US Army, only with God can we 
be all we can be. We pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,” all the time. We think that 
our prayers and actions are our gifts to God. They are really God’s gifts to us. God used them to 
draw us more closely into a relationship with God and one another. St. Paul said that everything 
is God’s grace that we receive as a gift God freely gives us. 
 
Given this notion of grace we have a “leg up” on understanding the story of Zacchaeus’ 
conversion. Zacchaeus anticipated Jesus’ arrival. He wanted to meet him. Why? God gave him 
the desire and openness to Jesus’ invitation. Zacchaeus’ predisposition for Jesus was through 
God’s grace. This man ran out and climbed a tree in his excitement to encounter Jesus. The 
Spirit prompted him to do this. With Jesus’ invitation, which was Jesus inviting himself to lunch 
on Zacchaeus’ tab, Zacchaeus’ turned his life around. The Change was as dramatic and sudden 
as was the conversion of Saul on the road to Damascus. Zacchaeus was saved by the grace and 
call of Jesus. Both his external and internal experience was the grace of salvation. 
 
This happened in God’s time. I am sure that all the people who paid their taxes through 
Zacchaeus longed for this day. It didn’t happen on their dime. It happened by the grace and 
prompting of the Holy Spirit and upon the invitation of Jesus. Can we ask ourselves how God’s 
grace has worked and is working? Can we reflect upon the course our lives have taken? Can we 
see how we have received God’s grace in all things? Each of us have arrived to this day by God’s 
grace. We live this story of Zacchaeus today. 
 
What of others who seem oblivious of the life and way of Jesus? As God has worked through, 
with and in us, can we trust that God works in others? We can admonish, urge or nag others. 
That never works. Guilt and shame may motivate some people but only for a while. They may 
respond only to shut us up. They are also God’s beloved children. God still lives through, with 



and in than as their beloved father. Whether they realize it or not doesn’t really matter. In 
1John we can read and hear, “It’s not so important that we love God but that God first loves 
us.” God may love us more when we need God’s love the most; in pain, sin and disbelief. 
 
The best location to place, view and experience others is in God’s loving arms. God’s embrace 
cannot spread COVID 19. God works in God’s time and from God’s perspective. We await God’s 
time as we await God’s Kingdom. We strive, through God’s Grace, to view life, the world, 
ourselves and others from God’s perspective. We can pray to see with the eyes of Jesus. 
 
Although as of Monday, I have not heard from the IDPH the results of my COVID test. It has 
been fifteen days since I may have been exposed. I will assume that I’m fine. IDPH said four to 
seven days; today is day eight. Maybe they couldn’t read my handwriting. I did use my steering 
wheel as a desk as I filled out the form. 
 
In our prayers we remember each other as we keep adequate social distance, those infected 
with COVID, the many who have died of the disease, all the families affected and the health-
care workers who balance on the edge of being overwhelmed. 
 
James D. Beath 
November 17, 2020 
 


