
Readings for Thanksgiving Day  
 
First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-15 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Zephaniah     3:14-15 
 
 Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has removed the judgment against you and turned away your 
enemies; The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial: Psalm 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever. 
 
Praise, you servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord. Blessed be the name of the Lord 
both now and forever. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever. 
 
From the rising to the setting of the sun is the name of the Lord to be praised. High above all 
nations is the Lord; above the heavens is his glory.  
Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever. 
 
Who is like the Lord, our God, who is enthroned on high and looks upon the heavens and the 
earth below? 
Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever. 
 
He raises up the lowly from the dust; from the dunghill he lifts up the poor. To seat them with 
princes, with the princes of his own people. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever. 
 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians 
 
 Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one 
another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also 
do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ 
control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one Body. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, 
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever 
you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 



Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 
 At that time Jesus answered: “I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for 
although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them 
to little ones. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him. “Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for 
I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden light.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thanksgiving Day 
 
I had a few choices for today’s readings. I have the three readings that are recommended in a 
book we call the Ordo which has its own recommendations for Thanksgiving Day. There are the 
readings for Thursday of the 34th week of the year. There are actually a collection of several 
different readings. I eliminated the Ordo’s choice. The second reading is the same one for 
Sunday. The readings for Thursday were as frightening as the times we face. I picked out the 
readings I include. I didn’t want the message to be, “Give thanks to the Lord for what we have 
or else it could be worse.” The readings I chose may give a bit of comfort in these troubled 
times. 
 
The beginning of the first reading sounds a bit incongruous, “Shout with Joy.” Joy is different 
from happiness. Happiness is and emotion that comes and goes in our lives. Joy can be more 
abiding. If we stop and reflect on the people in our lives, they have enriched us. We are still 
alive and kicking for God has brought us to this day. God has removed the judgment against us. 
Through Jesus death on the cross, God has died for our sins. God, out of infinite and 
unconditional compassion will forgive us. We all have lifetimes of experience that has helped to 
shape our identities. Sadness, too, is an emotion. It comes and goes as well. Jesus has promised 
that he will always be with us. In all we do, in all that happens Jesus is there. 
 
Because God was born a human being, we share with him the experiences of life. Chaos may be 
all around us and may be within us too. Jesus lived in troubled times as we do. He followed the 
way of the cross. He followed God’s plan. God gave Jesus what he needed to fulfill his mission. 
Jesus knows what we go through. In that he is our companion. From his presence we can gain 
the strength of God. Troubles may not go away, but in them we are not alone. 
 
Jesus freely chose his way, following the Father’s will. In Colossians, Paul has given us a choice 
too. Put on a new attitude. Take on a new way to relate to others. Love one another. Jesus had 
an unfair advantage in this; being God he had the power to make that choice. For us it is harder. 
But Christ is part of us. God’s grace has given us faith. God’s love forgives our sins. The Holy 
Spirit can guide all our actions. The good we do can show our gratitude for God’s gifts. If we fail, 
God forgives. 



 
What has Jesus revealed to us? When we look with eyes of faith, what do we see? When God 
looks at us, what does God see? God sees beloved sons and daughters. Each human person is 
created in God’s image and likeness. God, who is love, has loved us to life, faith, salvation and 
to this day. When I say loved, it’s not just the good parts. God loves us warts and all. When we 
sin, we need God’s love all the more. God may, in fact, love us more because we sin. God so 
loved the world that he sent his son to be our savior so that all who believe may have eternal 
life. From our point of view this makes no sense. The Good News can be over looked by the 
learned and clever, but we as God’s children can receive God’s eternal and unconditional love 
as God’s little ones. We believe in Jesus because Jesus has first believed in us. 
 
How can Jesus give us rest? How can Jesus lighten our burdens? What is Jesus’ yoke? Why is his 
Burden light? Resting in God is called the Shabbat. In our lives we have two normal modes of 
living; work and escape from work. Sometimes with chaos all around, to follow the local and 
world news is work. What does it mean to rest in the Lord? Whenever we turn to God, in joy, 
sorrow, sin, fear and anger, God turns to us. We share with God our deepest thoughts and 
feelings that only God will hear. God is also the safest of our intimates with whom we can 
express our anger. Only God will listen and not offer anger in return. In Psalm 22, the one who 
prays came away unburdened of anger and pain, grateful to God for the relief. 
 
Jesus yoke is the cross. With it Jesus took upon himself all our burdens, pain and sin. He died for 
it all and revealed the depths of God’s compassionate love. As we embrace Jesus cross, Jesus 
embraces us. In the Gospel as Jesus healed people, he always added forgiveness of sins. Healing 
and forgiveness, for Jesus, go together. For us to forgive one another is the sign of God’s 
healing work within us. When we forgive others, we give witness to the saving love of God. We 
can offer a living sign of the cross. 
 
God’s way is a different approach to Thanksgiving. We are thankful for what God has offered 
us; faith, hope and love. Eucharist means thanksgiving. Each time we gather in the name of 
Jesus, Jesus gathers us in the embrace of siblings. We gather as members of and we share his 
body and blood. 
 
May the grace of God help us to remain apart, wash our hands and wear a mask. Through those 
things, God will keep us safe this weekend. 
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