
Reading and Reflection for the Feast of Peter and Paul 
 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles12:1-11 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 In those days, King Herod laid hands upon some members of the Church to harm them. He had 
James, the brother of John, killed by the sword, and when he saw that this was pleasing to the Jews he 
proceeded to arrest Peter also. It was the feast of Unleavened Bread. He had him taken into custody and 
put in prison under the guard of four squads of four soldiers each. He intended to bring him before the 
people after Passover. Peter thus was being kept in prison, but prayer by the Church was fervently being 
made to God on his behalf. On the very night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter, secured by 
double chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while outside the door guards kept watch on the 
prison. Suddenly the angel of the Lord stood by him and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the 
side and awakened him, saying, “Get up quickly.” The chains fell from his wrists. The angel said to him, 
“Put on your belt and your sandals.” He did so. Then he said to him, “Put on your cloak and follow me.” 
So he followed him out, not realizing that what was happening through the angel was real; he thought 
he was seeing a vision. They passed the first guard, then the second, and came to the iron gate leading 
out to the city, which opened for them by itself. They emerged and made their way down an alley, and 
suddenly the angel left him. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 
 
I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth. Let my soul glory in the LORD; the 
lowly will hear me and be glad. 
The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 
 
Glorify the LORD with me, let us together extol his name. I sought the LORD, and he answered me and 
delivered me from all my fears. 
The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 
 
Look to him that you may be radiant with joy, and your faces may not blush with shame. When the poor 
one called out, the LORD heard, and from all his distress he saved him. 
The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 
 
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. Taste and see how good 
the LORD is; blessed the man who takes refuge in him. 
The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 
 
SECOND READING: Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 
 
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy:  
 
 I, Paul, am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. From now on the crown of righteousness 
awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but to all 
who have longed for his appearance. The Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me 



the proclamation might be completed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was rescued from the 
lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat and will bring me safe to his heavenly 
Kingdom. To him be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-19 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter said in reply, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you 
are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the Feast of Peter and Paul 
 
Inquiring people want to know. On the feast day of the saints people want to know about them. Who 
were they? Did they do any miracles? Are they patron saints; of what? How did they die? 
 
We learn to revere saints and to imitate them. We ask the saints for their prayer and intercession before 
God. 
 
Peter and Paul were preachers. Their mission was to proclaim Jesus and the good news of salvation. 
Both of these men were tainted by scandal. Peter, as Jesus was being arrested in the gospel of John, 
drew his sword and cut off a man’s ear. All four gospels relate this incident. Only John identifies the 
swordsman as Peter. Later all four gospels relate how Peter betrayed Jesus by denying he knew him. 
Paul, as we learn in the Acts of the Apostles and some of Paul’s letters, persecuted Jesus’ followers. We 
forget their background. They were sinners like we are. We can revere them because they made it to 
heaven. 
 
Before that happened, they had to repent. Peter had to return to Jesus for forgiveness. Paul had to turn 
to Jesus in faith. What is most important about their lives and why we remember them, they witnessed 
to Christ. Their journeys, deeds, and deaths are less important than the gospel they preached. They had 
a mission which they fulfilled with their lives. Their mission is now our responsibility. Jesus works 
through us as he worked through them. In the first two readings we see both men stuck in jail. Peter 
seems dazed and unaware that God saved him. Paul seems pensive as he reflects upon his life and work. 
Paul knows that Jesus remains by his side and longs for God’s kingdom. Salvation is at work in both men 
as it is at work in us. 
 
Our faith is a gift from God. It comes solely as God’s gift. We cannot give our faith to any one. We can 
give witness to it. Our witness may become the means God uses to give the gift to someone else. Both 
Peter and Paul gave witness. We believe they gave their lives, in death, for that purpose. We call them 
martyrs, as ones who died for Christ. The Greek word for witness is martyras. 
 



We don’t know, from the scriptures, how they died. There is Tradition (with a capital “T”) that tells us 
they both died in Rome. Peter was crucified upside-down on Vatican hill and buried under St. Peter’s 
Basilica. Paul was beheaded. His burial was outside the walls of the city of Rome. Over which the 
present-day Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls was built in 1800. As Catholics we have two sources of 
Divine Revelation. The first is the Bible containing the written word of God. The second is Tradition, 
which is handed on to us from the days of the apostles. It existed before our Christian Scriptures were 
written and compiled. The gospel was first spread orally by eyewitnesses. 
 
In today’s gospel, Peter made his powerful, definitive statement of faith and Jesus gave an equally 
powerful blessing and promise. Peter is a nickname. Jesus’ promise is based on a pun for Peter means 
rock. Every one calls him the equivalency of “Rocky.” However this is only half the story. Jesus blessing 
precedes an equally powerful curse. 
 
Jesus continued, after Peter’s proclamation, to tell the lads his mission. Jesus was to suffer and die by 
the hands of the authorities. He continued to talk of rising from the dead. Perhaps, because of Peter’s 
faith he assumed they were all ready to hear. Peter took Jesus aside and tried to talk him out of it. 
“Heaven preserve you, Lord,” he said, “this must not happen to you.” Jesus turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my path, because you are thinking not as God thinks but 
as human beings do.” Jesus called Peter Satan!  
 
The lesson from the whole passage is not just a story of Peter’s praise and blessing but shows a broader 
picture. Salvation, the promise of new life and becoming beloved of God cannot be lost when we sin 
after Jesus died for us on the cross. God’s love for God’s children is eternal and unconditional. Peter’s 
denseness and brashness could not erase the gift of Jesus blessing and promise. 
 
There is no doubt that Peter and Paul were good men. Their lives and words give witness to their faith. 
We revere them not for their deeds, but that they believed in God and in the one God sent, Jesus. We 
believe too. They were saved by faith alone, as are we. 
 
Today represents a change in our weekly schedule. I will still post reflections on the parish website. 
Instead of Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday I will post on Monday, Thursday and Sunday. In lieu of a 
homily at mass I will read a few lines from my reflection which may act either as a teaser, to read the 
whole article for some, or a summary for others. I will celebrate morning mass at 7:30AM live on 
Mondays and alternate 4PM on Saturday or 9AM on Sunday. 
 
Please be safe as we keep one another so. 
 
James D. Beath 
June 29, 2020 
 


