
Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time Thursday Year II 

 

FIRST READING: Sirach 48:1-14 
 
A reading from the Book of Sirach: 
 
 Like a fire there appeared the prophet Elijah  whose words were as a flaming furnace. Their 
staff of bread he shattered, in his zeal he reduced them to straits; By the Lord’s word he shut up 
the heavens and three times brought down fire. How awesome are you, Elijah, in your 
wondrous deeds! Whose glory is equal to yours? You brought a dead man back to life from the 
nether world, by the will of the LORD. You sent kings down to destruction, and easily broke 
their power into pieces. You brought down nobles, from their beds of sickness. You heard 
threats at Sinai, at Horeb avenging judgments. You anointed kings who should inflict vengeance, 
and a prophet as your successor. You were taken aloft in a whirlwind of fire, in a chariot with 
fiery horses. You were destined, it is written, in time to come to put an end to wrath before the 
day of the LORD, To turn back the hearts of fathers toward their sons, and to re-establish the 
tribes of Jacob. Blessed is he who shall have seen you And who falls asleep in your friendship. 
For we live only in our life, but after death our name will not be such. O Elijah, enveloped in the 
whirlwind! Then Elisha, filled with the twofold portion of his spirit, wrought many marvels by 
his mere word. During his lifetime he feared no one, nor was any man able to intimidate his will. 
Nothing was beyond his power; beneath him flesh was brought back into life. In life he 
performed wonders, and after death, marvelous deeds.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7 
Rejoice in the Lord, you just! 
 
The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice; let the many isles be glad. Clouds and darkness are 
round about him, justice and judgment are the foundation of his throne. 
Rejoice in the Lord, you just! 
 
Fire goes before him and consumes his foes round about. His lightnings illumine the world; the 
earth sees and trembles.  
Rejoice in the Lord, you just! 
 
The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth. The heavens 
proclaim his justice, and all peoples see his glory. 
Rejoice in the Lord, you just! 
 
All who worship graven things are put to shame, who glory in the things of nought; all gods are 
prostrate before him. 
Rejoice in the Lord, you just! 
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Gospel: Matthew 6:7-15 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “In praying, do not babble like the pagans, who think that they 
will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him. “This is how you are to pray: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’ “If you forgive others their transgressions, 
your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father 
forgive your transgressions.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thursday the 11th Week of the Year 
 
Sirach provides, in today’s first reading, a stunning eulogy for Elijah, the prophet. He paints the 
man as having accomplished many, mighty deeds. He alluded, through his protégée, Elisha, to 
some semblance of life after death. 
 
He also noted that people still remember Elijah. There were some seven hundred years 
between the life of Elijah and Sirach. Jewish belief, in those times did not have the same 
understanding of eternal life as we have. Elisha had a two-fold portion of Elijah’s spirit. Elijah, 
who died, lived on through Elisha. To remember someone meant that the person lived in 
someone else’s memory. One continued to live, when dead, through one’s descendants. Elijah 
lived in the ninth century before Christ. Sirach lived in the second century before Christ. 
Somewhere, during the time of Sirach and Jesus, the Jewish people began to believe in eternal 
life more like we do. 
 
It may seem in this passage that Sirach forgot an important part of the story. Elijah’s works 
were really God’s works that Elijah accomplished in God’s name. Elijah did what God wanted 
him to do and spoke the words God gave him to speak. Elisha carried on the mission God gave 
him as well. This passage, even though it seems to praise Elijah, truly praises God. As the 
reading begins, Sirach stated that Elijah worked, “By the Lord’s word.” 
 
Rejoice in the Lord, you just. The response for the Psalm reads so well. We know that the Lord 
is God. Who are the just? The understanding of the just ones is different in the Old Testament. 
The just were the ones who kept the commandments and were faithful to God. Keeping the 
commandments was a sign of God’s presence in their lives for only God is just. In the New 
Testament things are different, a bit. We don’t start with people being just. As we are just 
human, we are, by nature, all sinners. We are sinners who, through Jesus death and 
resurrection, have been redeemed. Our sins are forgiven and God gives us the promise of 
eternal life. We are justified, using St. Paul’s terminology, by our faith in God and in the one 
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God sent, Jesus. Justice for us, as believers in Jesus, is forgiveness. Faith in Jesus has 
transformed us so that we can keep the commandments and live anew. If we ever sin some 
more, we will find in God’s unconditional love, mercy and compassion to forgive us some more. 
 
The Our Father is a prayer we all know. Some of us know this prayer in more than one language. 
Most of the time when we say this prayer, we rattle it off by rote. This flies in the face of Jesus’ 
admonition of praying with the multiplication of many words. Sometimes, often perhaps, we 
could slow down and listen to the words we say. They are powerful. 
 
First of all, the words we know are archaic. We no longer use the second person familiar and 
the accompanying superlative verb forms in common speech. Thou, thee and thine are the 
familiar forms of the second person pronoun. Respectively, they are subject, object and 
possessive. Art is not my great uncle or what I have hanging on my wall but the superlative 
form of the verb to be that is used with the familiar form of the second person pronoun. Here is 
the prayer as it is written in the New American Bible, Revised: 
 
 
 
Matthew 6:9-13 (NAB)  

9 "This is how you are to pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread; 12 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 13 and do not subject us to the final test, 
but deliver us from the evil one. 

 
Matthew and Luke are the only gospels that have this prayer. They are similar but not identical. 
The prayer that all Christians can pray together is Matthew’s version. The language we use for it 
comes from the first English translations of the Bible and date to Shakespeare’s time, hence the 
archaic language. A contemporary translation gives us an opportunity to ponder what we pray. 
 
Where is God? God is not just in heaven but within us and between us as well. God is 
interconnected with all creation. Why do we address God as Father? That’s how Jesus 
addressed God. However, he did not call God Father; he called God Abba. Abba is the intimate, 
childish term the equivalency of Daddy or Papa. We lose the sense of intimacy in the words we 
use. What is “Hallowed?” This is also an older, more formal word. It is a past participle meaning 
made holy. We bless God saying may your name be made holy. These are actually profound and 
powerful words so far; words we miss. 
 
Often, when we pray, we want God to do something for us. We really pray to accomplish what 
God wants, not what we want. Jesus prayed this part of the prayer when he prayed in the 
Garden of Gethsemane on the night before he died. He prayed, “Abba, let this cup pass from 
me; not my will but your will be done.” Do we add those words as we pray for God’s action in 
our lives? 
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Bread is the human staple food. People have been baking and eating bread for millennia. The 
domestication of the grass that became wheat took place in pre-history. We ask God to give us 
the staple food we need. Many of our prayers ask for what we want. When we pray for a staple 
of life we ask God for what we need to live. That includes many things including love and family. 
 
The word in the prayer we know is trespass. The word in the biblical text is debt. We do not 
pray for God to pay our mortgage or credit cards. What is our debt to God? God forgave our sin 
and won for us the promise of eternal life by Jesus’ death on the cross. He redeemed us. We 
owe God for that. Jesus died in our place. How are others in debt to us? What do they owe us? 
If God has won for us our eternal lives what are we to do for others? These words are heavy but 
we have also prayed for God to give us what we need to live. God gives us the grace to forgive. 
Forgiveness does not say that what is bad is now good. Forgiveness does not excuse us. God has 
set us free from the effects of sin. When we forgive others we can let go of our anger and 
desire for revenge. Our debtors are also God’s beloved as we are. 
 
What is the final test? Will God give us a “final exam” after we die? The final test may be to 
accept our own death. That is what Jesus did as he prayed on the night before he died. Perhaps 
it may be in witnessing to our faith in crisis. We face a few crises now. How do we respond to 
an infectious pandemic or systematic and personal prejudice in faith? There is true challenge in 
this. 
 
From what evil or evil one do we ask deliverance? Most of the time, we wait for deliverance 
from Amazon. There is evil all around us today. Evil can happen through an innocent hand-
shake or hug. Evil can be in us as well. Temptation is not mentioned in the biblical text. There 
was a very funny movie I’ve seen several times, “Time Bandits.” There’s a scene, close to the 
end when a boy, who’s a main protagonist of the movie, asks God, played by Sir Ralph 
Richardson, “Why is there evil in the world?” God replies, “Good question!” and walks off scene. 
There’s an awkward silence and he returns and states, “I think it has to do with free will.” We 
would like to place blame for the evil we face. It may be better to take responsibility for the evil 
we do first.  
 
The final word, not in the scripture passage I supplied, of the prayer is, “Amen.” Amen is a 
Hebrew word meaning, “So be it.” Amen to that; so be it? The word ends many of our prayers. 
The Eucharistic Prayer ends with the congregation praying or singing the word together. It has 
great historic and liturgical significance. Amen is the response to, “The Body of Christ” when we 
receive communion. So be it? It also means, “I believe.” It is an affirmation of our faith in God. I 
have had the privilege of serving as a priest in an African American parish, St. Dorothy on the 
southeast side of Chicago. On some occasions when I preached with gas, people would 
spontaneously yell out, “Amen!” When the preacher’s fired up and the congregation too, 
believe me it is a wondrous, wonderful moment of the Holy Spirit’s grace. We use the word 
automatically and without thought. Does our faith excite us and invite us more deeply into God? 
 
The last reflection I make on the Our Father is upon the prayer’s origin. This is a prayer that 
Jesus prayed. These were his words. He composed this prayer. We catch a glimpse into the 
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heart of God and the mind of Jesus. In some language or another, believers have prayed these 
words for two millennia. It has passed from one generation to another; from the mouth and 
heart of Jesus to you and me. A little time, a little reflection and the mind and heart of Jesus 
opens to us as we hear him praying. 
 
I hope you are well and keeping active. May you remain well as you keep others well. 
 
James D. Beath 
June 18, 2020 
 
 


