
Readings for Tuesday of the 18th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah: 
 
 The following message came to Jeremiah from the LORD: For thus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel: Write all the words I have spoken to you in a book. For thus says the LORD: Incurable 
is your wound, grievous your bruise; There is none to plead your cause, no remedy for your 
running sore, no healing for you. All your lovers have forgotten you,  they do not seek you. I 
struck you as an enemy would strike, punished you cruelly; Why cry out over your wound? your 
pain is without relief. Because of your great guilt, your numerous sins, I have done this to you. 
Thus says the LORD: See! I will restore the tents of Jacob, his dwellings I will pity; City shall be 
rebuilt upon hill, and palace restored as it was. From them will resound songs of praise, the 
laughter of happy men. I will make them not few, but many; they will not be tiny, for I will 
glorify them. His sons shall be as of old, his assembly before me shall stand firm; I will punish all 
his oppressors. His leader shall be one of his own, and his rulers shall come from his kin. When I 
summon him, he shall approach me; how else should one take the deadly risk of approaching 
me? says the LORD. You shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 
The Lord will build up Zion again, and appear in all his glory. 
 
The nations shall revere your name, O LORD, and all the kings of the earth your glory, When the 
LORD has rebuilt Zion and appeared in his glory; When he has regarded the prayer of the 
destitute, and not despised their prayer. 
The Lord will build up Zion again, and appear in all his glory. 
 
Let this be written for the generation to come, and let his future creatures praise the LORD: 
“The LORD looked down from his holy height, from heaven he beheld the earth, To hear the 
groaning of the prisoners, to release those doomed to die.” 
The Lord will build up Zion again, and appear in all his glory. 
 
The children of your servants shall abide, and their posterity shall continue in your presence, 
That the name of the LORD may be declared on Zion; and his praise, in Jerusalem, When the 
peoples gather together and the kingdoms, to serve the LORD. 
The Lord will build up Zion again, and appear in all his glory. 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 15:1-2, 10-14 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why do your disciples 
break the tradition of the elders? They do not wash their hands when they eat a meal.” He 



summoned the crowd and said to them, “Hear and understand. It is not what enters one’s 
mouth that defiles the man; but what comes out of the mouth is what defiles one.” Then his 
disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they 
heard what you said?” He said in reply, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 
will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. If a blind man leads a blind 
man, both will fall into a pit.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday of the 18th Week of the Year 
 
I found both of these readings disturbing. God reveals, through the prophet Jeremiah, that God 
will not address the people’s pain, their isolation in the world and all their afflictions. There is 
neither escape nor pity for their situation. God refuses to answer the people’s prayers and 
cries. Why? The people’s actions or lack of actions have led to their situation. People seek God’s 
intervention. Perhaps they seek a miracle. God’s mighty act could be to wipe all the troubles 
away. That never happened. That disturbs me. 
 
Context, here, is important. Judah is on the verge of being defeated and overrun by the 
Babylonian Empire. Many will die. The temple will be destroyed. The Davidic line of kings will 
end. Many will be enslaved. The rest carried off into Diaspora. Nothing can prevent this. It is 
now part of history. However, the history of God’s people is living still. God remained with 
God’s people throughout calamity, catastrophe and cataclysm. God’s people brought God with 
them. Today Judaism is a major world religion that led to two more who believe in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; first Christianity and then Islam. It can be easy to forget this when 
facing disaster. In order to deal with what disturbs me, a wider context will help. God’s 
response is not what I expected. 
 
This is exactly what God continues to say as Jeremiah goes on. I will restore your tents. It is in 
new lands amid new peoples. New cities have been built and rebuilt many times since then. 
Songs of praise to God resound from many synagogues, churches and mosques by the voices of 
believers of three world religions. There are many voices, indeed; not all voices in the world 
praise God, yet. God’s word continues toward fulfillment. God summons us all into God’s 
presence. How often do we remember God serendipitously? God can just pop in to our 
thoughts at any time. 
 
How has salvation come to each of us? How does Jesus enter our lives? The answer is both 
personal and universal at the same time. The Incarnation brought Jesus into the world and 
eventually into our lives. Salvation came through the Cross of Jesus. His death redeemed us 
from death and sin. His resurrection brought us the promise of eternal life. His ascension meant 
that he will return to establish God’s Kingdom. Pentecost gave us the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. God lives among us too, as God lived through our ancestors in faith. 
 
Today we still face calamity, catastrophe and cataclysm. The effects of our sins exist too. War, 
famine, disease, corruption, lies, inequity and bigotry rage around and within us. As God’s 
response was unexpected in the times of Jeremiah, God’s seeming silence will surprise us too. 
God works within us now. The great miracle will come as God changes our hearts, thoughts and 



actions. We expect God to act and remove the threats that abound. Salvation is not for 
situations, events or things. Salvation is for people; Jesus died for your sins and mine. We have 
received salvation because we believe in Jesus. We have received God’s gift of faith. God gives 
us the gifts of faith, forgiveness and life because God loves each of us eternally and 
unconditionally. Being gifted by God transforms us into the people God wants us to be. Who we 
will become has not yet come to light. We can wait and see or continue to seek God in the 
process. 
 
Jesus seems to act unexpectedly in the Gospel. Jesus wasn’t just a social organizer or a do-
gooder. He was a religious leader, a rabbi, the Messiah and, most importantly, God. Why would 
Jesus ignore God’s own Law? First of all, why did the Law of Moses require people to wash their 
hands before eating? Why was a sanitary action part of a life of faith? It served the good of the 
community. Why did your parents and mine insist on that practice too? Why does the governor 
insist on it during this pandemic, for that matter? God created viruses, bacteria and poisons. In 
the book of Genesis, God saw creation was good. God has not removed contagion and toxin. He 
leaves those things to us. Washing our hands prevents their spread. The pattern we see in 
Jeremiah shows that God works through the actions and events in the lives of God’s people. 
Why should our lives be different? We do these things for the common good. We have the 
responsibility to keep one another safe. 
 
Jesus response to the Pharisees seems odd too. Even the disciples, who in the gospels are often 
portrayed as stumbling and bumbling oafs, notice Jesus seeming faux pas. Jesus responds with 
a non-sequitur about gardening and blindness. What Jesus is doing by ignoring their question is 
to redirect it back onto the disciples. The Pharisees do not believe; Jesus’ disciples do. Each of 
the twelve is not responsible for the Pharisees’ lack of faith and action. Each is responsible for 
their own. We all give our best witness to faith by how we live, not by what we say. Faith in 
action is always the best way to preach. They didn’t get that they were the living sign of God’s 
presence in the world. Today, we are the Church. We are the God’s living sign. 
 
Today we face much trouble. We endure the calamity of COVID 19. Prejudice is part of human 
nature. Business, government and church share the same human condition. Belief in progress 
cannot trump the providence of God. To believe that progress alone can is a lie. God is the 
source of our progress, life, love, faith, forgiveness, salvation and the Kingdom of God. God has 
given these gifts and they are available to all, in God’s time. As we turn to God in prayer, we 
realize that God has really turned to us; we live as God’s own. 
 
As the numbers of new infections continue to rise at a rate we haven’t seen since April, I pray 
that you remain healthy. Institutions have no compassion; we do. We, through faith in Jesus, 
can assume our responsibility to wear masks in public, keep six feet distant from others, and 
wash our hands. God works through our actions. 
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