
Readings for Tuesday the 20th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 28:1-10 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel: 
 
 The word of the LORD came to me: Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre: Thus says the Lord 
GOD: Because you are haughty of heart, you say, “A god am I! I occupy a godly throne in the 
heart of the sea!”— And yet you are a man, and not a god, however you may think yourself like 
a god. Oh yes, you are wiser than Daniel, there is no secret that is beyond you. By your wisdom 
and your intelligence you have made riches for yourself; You have put gold and silver into your 
treasuries. By your great wisdom applied to your trading you have heaped up your riches; your 
heart has grown haughty from your riches– therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you 
have thought yourself to have the mind of a god, Therefore I will bring against you foreigners, 
the most barbarous of nations. They shall draw their swords against your beauteous wisdom, 
they shall run them through your splendid apparel. They shall thrust you down to the pit, there 
to die a bloodied corpse, in the heart of the sea. Will you then say, “I am a god!” when you face 
your murderers? No, you are man, not a god, handed over to those who will slay you. You shall 
die the death of the uncircumcised at the hands of foreigners, for I have spoken, says the Lord 
GOD. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Deuteronomy 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-36ab 
It is I who deal death and give life. 
 
“I would have said, ‘I will make an end of them and blot out their name from men’s memories,’ 
Had I not feared the insolence of their enemies, feared that these foes would mistakenly 
boast.” 
It is I who deal death and give life. 
 
“‘Our own hand won the victory; the LORD had nothing to do with it.’” For they are a people 
devoid of reason, having no understanding. 
It is I who deal death and give life. 
“How could one man rout a thousand, or two men put ten thousand to flight, Unless it was 
because their Rock sold them and the LORD delivered them up?” 
It is I who deal death and give life. 
 
Close at hand is the day of their disaster, and their doom is rushing upon them! Surely, the 
LORD shall do justice for his people; on his servants he shall have pity. 
It is I who deal death and give life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel: Matthew 19:23-30 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Amen, I say to you, it will be hard for one who is rich to enter the 
Kingdom of heaven. Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle than for one who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, 
they were greatly astonished and said, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and 
said, “For men this is impossible, but for God all things are possible.” Then Peter said to him in 
reply, “We have given up everything and followed you. What will there be for us?” Jesus said to 
them, “Amen, I say to you that you who have followed me, in the new age, when the Son of 
Man is seated on his throne of glory, will yourselves sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or lands for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times more, and will 
inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday the 20th Week of the Year 
 
Who is mighty? Who is powerful? Who controls people’s lives? Is it the realm of a king? Is it the 
leadership of a mayor, governor or president? Is it the head of a corporation? As long as I ask 
those questions, I miss the point. Kings rule by “divine right.” Their heredity or ability to seize 
power and depose the previous dynasty determines their “right” to rule. An elected official has 
a term of office, being elected into office by those who vote. The head of a corporation runs it 
as long as the business makes money. The message of scripture is meant for those who read it 
or hear it. The question I have to ask is simple. How does this apply to me? As a matter of fact, 
each of us can ask the same question. 
 
There is no question that I have authority. I am an ordained priest assigned to a parish, Divine 
Savior. I will maintain that I serve and do not rule. However, that line can be very fine. I do not 
claim to be a god either. I have been called god, though, usually by toddlers who have come to 
church for the first time and have seen my odd clothes and commanding voice as I celebrated 
mass. Explaining my role and denying divinity doesn’t often cut it when trying to reason with a 
three-year-old. They generally catch on in time when they see me standing in the back of 
church without my vestments. It’s then I look like everyone else. 
 
There are still kings in the world. No one believes, any more, that a king is divine. We all know 
that “divine right” is an accident of birth. There is still another group that rules by “divine right;” 
clergy. Only ordained clergy are the real “rulers” of the Church. Within the Catholic Church we 
have three orders; deacon, priest and bishop. Before Vatican II that was what we taught. Holy 
Orders was the most important sacrament for without it there would be no clergy, no 
leadership, and no ministry. With Vatican II, that notion changed. We clergy do not emerge, 
fully formed from heaven or crawl out from under a rock. For the first twenty four years of my 
life I was a member of the laity. I had to first be baptized. Before the anointing of ordination I 
was first anointed at baptism; priest, prophet and king. I was anointed again at confirmation. 



The oil used was chrism, the same oil used at my ordination. The most important sacrament is 
truly baptism. It is the requirement for all the other six. 
 
Every deacon is a full member of the clergy. The diaconate is the same for those, who being 
married will always remain a deacon and for those who will be ordained a priest. Every priest 
remains a deacon too. Every bishop is first ordained a deacon before being ordained a priest 
too. Bishops remain both deacons and priests. No priest would, hopefully, or could claim 
divinity themselves. However we can forget that we have authority and responsibility as 
servants of God through service of God’s people. We can assume real power. Some of us forget 
our roots in being first members of the laity and sharing the priesthood of the baptized. 
 
Clergy problems begin when we assume that we are “special” in the eyes of God and God’s 
people because of our ordained status. What would Ezekiel have to say about priestly privilege? 
Each human person is God’s beloved child. Each human person is special. Even though I 
disavow most of the trappings of being special or privileged, the picture on my driver’s license is 
me in my roman collar. I always hope that it can get me out of a traffic ticket if stopped by a 
cop. It never has. The cop always says, “Father you should have known better.” I must heed 
Ezekiel’s words if I truly desire to serve and not rule God’s people. 
 
Jesus words today take up a very similar theme. When Jesus says that the rich will have trouble 
entering the Kingdom of God most of us make a sigh of relief. Very few of us think of ourselves 
being rich. Wealth, however, can exist in many ways. We can have a wealth of family, 
knowledge, joy or sorrow. A wealth of troubles can exist too. We can wallow in delight or 
victimhood. We can lament our lack of money and other woes. There are so many who have 
more than we. There are also many who, having less that we, view us in the same way. We can 
live not knowing the presence of God in our lives and not see God in others. Any time we see 
ourselves as a special class or group of people, Jesus’ words can speak. Do we ask from where is 
my salvation? Does it come from my health and security? Can we know it that way? God is 
present in each of us. From God comes salvation. 
 
I have lived and worked in several parishes of color. The language of “white privilege” makes 
little sense to many of us. When I go out for a stroll in the evening on the streets of Norridge, I 
know that the civil authorities will keep me safe as I do so. Years ago I had a friend whose 
parents came from Puerto Rico. He was taking his, then, small children for ice cream here in 
Norridge. He died a few years ago and his kids now have kids of their own. He was big and dark. 
He had trouble going through narrow doorways and gates. He got stopped by the cops. His kids 
were scared and he maintained they stopped him only because he looked different. 
 
I have heard what people of color call the “talk” to kids. When you get stopped by the police, 
always say yes, sir and no, sir. Always remain as polite and as non-threatening as possible. 
Never keep your hands in your pockets and hold them open at your side. You will be stopped. I 
have given this advice to young people too. Some kids live with their white parents and not 
their black parents. Most white folks have no idea of another life. What we may take for 
granted can be seen as our privilege to those who must take caution. When ever we think that 
my way is the best way, it will be very difficult to enter the Kingdom of God – on our own. 
 



As Christians and people of faith, we know the power of Jesus’ words about salvation. For you it 
is impossible, but for God all things are possible. This is the promise God made to the entire 
human race by the cross of Jesus. Faith in God and in the one God sent, Jesus, is all we need to 
be saved. God saves us through faith alone. Faith in Jesus affects what we see, hear, think, feel 
and do. Hopefully, we witness for others our faith in God as we live our lives. Wealth, 
possessions, knowledge, status or our talents are gifts from God not what God owes us. Even 
the life we share as human beings and our life in Christ are gifts. God owes us nothing. Life may 
provide no free lunch, but God’s love has no strings attached. God loves each of us, human 
beings as God’s beloved son or daughter. We are all united together in God’s eternal and 
unconditional love. 
 
The first will be last and the last will be first. We give up so much. The new normal in the midst 
of this pandemic has limited all our lives. Does God owe us? Because of the months of 
restrictions don’t I deserve more? What is the reward for a faithful life? Is it heaven? Heaven 
can wait! Everybody wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to die. What is the reward of 
doing our best and a job well done? What is the reward for serving others and showing 
compassion? What is the reward for showing mercy? What is the reward of having and raising a 
family? It’s the family itself. Could the reward be as simple as being able to do the deed in the 
first place? Maybe we look for all the right things but in the wrong places. The presence of God, 
God’s loving, saving and forgiving presence, is within, among and before us, always. We can 
never put God in the bank; God brings us into his ever loving arms. 
 
May God’s blessing remain within you and keep you and yours well. May we work together to 
keep us all well, by God’s grace. 
 
James D. Beath 
August 18, 2020 


