
FIRST READING: 1 Corinthians 2:10b-16 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
Brothers and sisters: The Spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God. Among men, 
who knows what pertains to the man except his spirit that is within? Similarly, no one knows 
what pertains to God except the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of the world but 
the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand the things freely given us by God. And 
we speak about them not with words taught by human wisdom, but with words taught by the 
Spirit, describing spiritual realities in spiritual terms. Now the natural man does not accept what 
pertains to the Spirit of God, for to him it is foolishness, and he cannot understand it, because it 
is judged spiritually. The one who is spiritual, however, can judge everything but is not subject 
to judgment by anyone. For “who has known the mind of the Lord, so as to counsel him?” But 
we have the mind of Christ. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. The LORD is good to all 
and compassionate toward all his works. 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD, and let your faithful ones bless you. Let them 
discourse of the glory of your Kingdom and speak of your might. 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
Making known to men your might and the glorious splendor of your Kingdom. Your Kingdom is 
a Kingdom for all ages, and your dominion endures through all generations. 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
The LORD is faithful in all his words and holy in all his works. The LORD lifts up all who are falling 
and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
Gospel: Luke 4:31-37 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee. He taught them on the sabbath, and they 
were astonished at his teaching because he spoke with authority. In the synagogue there was a 
man with the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out in a loud voice, “What have you to 
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are–the Holy One 



of God!” Jesus rebuked him and said, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” Then the demon threw the 
man down in front of them and came out of him without doing him any harm. They were all 
amazed and said to one another, “What is there about his word? For with authority and power 
he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.” And news of him spread everywhere in 
the surrounding region. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
Reflection for Tuesday the 22nd Week of the Year 
 
Paul raises questions that seem irrelevant. So what if the Spirit scrutinizes the depths of God; 
how does this affect us? How do we know things? There are many ways. We can know facts like 
one plus one equals two. We can count it on our fingers. We also can know Pi or π. It is 
3.14159265359. This number can’t be counted on our fingers. It can only be approximated. It 
works to determine the circumference of a circle. It’s known as an irrational number. Paul 
presents us with an irrational concept. We can know what Brussels sprouts taste like. I happen 
to like them. They are one of my favorite vegetables. Many don’t like them; my sister can’t even 
stand their aroma as they cook. Taste is a sense that is more than taste. Our tongues can detect 
saltiness, sourness, sweetness, bitterness or pepper hotness. What we normally think as being 
taste is actually our sense of smell as we eat. When we are all stopped up with hay-fever, sinus 
trouble or a cold, food doesn’t have much taste apart from what our tongue can detect. We can 
know people. We recognize their face, voice, smell or touch. We also know their personality as 
we recognize the lilt of their voice and turn of phrase. Exactly how that works, we can be 
unaware. We can also know ourselves. How do we define or describe who a person is? When 
we begin to explain, we can experience a loss of words. The words we use always fall short. 
Here we touch on Paul’s point. What is love? We all know it but we are always at a loss when 
we try to define it. Our descriptions can be very lame. We love people, places, things and the 
taste of food. We also know the difference. Experience conveys more than our words. 
 
Who is God? What is faith? How do we know God? Here too words can fail. When I was in the 
seminary some friends and family were appalled with my desire to be a priest. They would 
always ask me why I wanted priesthood and forego marriage, career and family. I always 
cringed at the question because my answer sounded silly. “I want to help people.” Words 
always failed. I could never pin vocation to a pithy, concise statement of fact. I was a priest for 
several years before I discovered another tactic. I answered the question with another. “Why 
do you love your spouse?” This one struck home the experience of the sureness of choice. They 
could never answer either. At that level they understood. We all do. 
 
This is the realm of reality beyond reason. God became one like us in Jesus, the Word made 
Flesh, but God is completely other than us too. Just as Pi or π can work mathematically all 
creation works, by the grace of God. Hints of God, glimpses of God are all around us all the 
time. It can take an effort to notice or it can be a momentary flash of recognition. We can 



develop a deepening sense of the mystery over time upon which we can rely at times, like now, 
when we need God. 
 
This is the realm of faith. Like love, we only describe it not define it. It is beyond our words. We 
know love without really knowing what it is. We know God never having seen God directly. 
Questions of being like, “Who am I?” and, “Who are you?” challenge us as much as knowing 
God. These ontological questions are gifts. When we ask them, they draw us more deeply into 
them. I say gifts because that word is a synonym for grace which is of God. How do we know 
our own mind, the minds of others and the mind of God? When we stop and search; when the 
wonder of insight fills us, it is by God’s grace. 
 
At the end of Paul’s passage he says, “We have the mind of Christ.” A few weeks ago we had a 
passage from Romans, “Who knows the mind of the Lord? Who is able to give him advice?” I 
forget what I wrote, but this is an insight I always have, “no one!” We have the heart of Christ. 
We may not fully know what God thinks or how God chooses. We do know God’s love. In 
knowing love, and I say this from my heart, love in any way without moral judgment, we know 
God for God is love. We are close to God’s heart through the heart of Jesus. 
 
Jesus spoke with authority. Why does Luke put it that way? There is an ancient style of 
preaching and teaching that Rabbis employed and still employ. Instead of teaching with 
definitive statements, telling it as it is, they asked questions and gave no answers. We Catholics 
teach with the “Catechetical Method.” If you are of a certain age, you will remember the 
“Baltimore Catechism.” It was a book of questions with definitive answers. I hated it for as a 
small child, I have to memorize the answers. Rarely did the answers make much sense, to a kid. 
It took me decades to figure out what an “outward sign” was. We have a hybrid method of 
teaching. Jesus told people things that made sense. We can say that since Jesus is God he has 
all authority. He was also fully human in all things but sin. He looked and acted like most other 
people. We have all known authoritative teachers, preachers and public speakers. People who 
tell us what we need to hear may be a challenge when we need to change. If we trust them, we 
will change. I believe that the authority of Jesus, the preacher and teacher, was like that. Jesus 
made good sense. 
 
When the possessed man spoke to Jesus, why did Jesus tell him to shut up? We can all 
understand the exorcism that healed the man. Why the rebuke? What the man said was true. 
That’s who Jesus was; that was Jesus’ mission. Wasn’t that what Jesus wanted to believe? Why 
did Jesus not want everyone to know this? There is what scripture scholars call the “Messianic 
Secret.” It is common to all four gospels, in some way, especially in Mark’s gospel. How can 
anyone know the mind of Jesus? Who gives Jesus advice? I wonder. 
 
Just last Sunday, Jesus told the twelve lads about his mission to suffer, die and rise from the 
dead. Peter tried to talk him out of the folly. Jesus rebuked him, “Get behind me you Satan! You 
try to make me trip and fall! You judge not by God’s standards but your own.” Today’s rebuke 
sounds similar. Perhaps Jesus was not yet ready to fully embrace his identity and mission. 
Perhaps this was not yet “his time.” Jesus had not yet accomplished, in chapter four of Luke, all 



he had to do first. There are twenty four chapters. The congregation hung on all Jesus words of 
authority. The healing act of exorcism showed Jesus’ strength behind those words. The news of 
this healing still had to spread. Jesus, like each of us may have been reluctant to focus on his 
day of death. How many of us want to know the date we will die? Jesus is like us in all but sin. 
 
Today Paul has drawn us deeper into God’s mystery and pulls us, a bit, beyond mundane 
thoughts. There is more beyond us and is more wondrous than we often see. We have read 
about Jesus being an accomplished and authoritative speaker. He could hold an audience (or 
congregation). Would more preachers be that Christ-like? In a flash, Jesus revealed God in their 
midst, himself as Messiah and Savior. We do not witness these things passively for we live life. 
Knowing God’s immanent presence can flash into us too. 
 
May God give you the grace to be safe and healthy and to keep others so. 
 
James D. Beath 
September 1, 2020 


