
Readings for the 21st Thursday of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians: 
 
 We have been reassured about you, brothers and sisters, in our every distress and affliction, 
through your faith. For we now live, if you stand firm in the Lord. What thanksgiving, then, can 
we render to God for you, for all the joy we feel on your account before our God? Night and day 
we pray beyond measure to see you in person and to remedy the deficiencies of your faith. 
Now may God himself, our Father, and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you, and may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we have for you, so as 
to strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17 
Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 
 
You turn man back to dust, saying, “Return, O children of men.” For a thousand years in your 
sight are as yesterday, now that it is past, or as a watch of the night. 
Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 
 
Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain wisdom of heart. Return, O LORD! How 
long? Have pity on your servants! 
Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 
 
Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days. And 
may the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours; prosper the work of our hands for us! 
Prosper the work of our hands! 
Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 
 
Gospel: Matthew 24:42-51 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will 
come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also 
must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come. “Who, then, is 
the faithful and prudent servant, whom the master has put in charge of his household to 
distribute to them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master on 
his arrival finds doing so. Amen, I say to you, he will put him in charge of all his property. But if 
that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is long delayed,’  and begins to beat his fellow 
servants, and eat and drink with drunkards, the servant’s master will come on an unexpected 
day and at an unknown hour and will punish him severely and assign him a place with the 
hypocrites, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Reflection for the 21st Thursday of the Year 
 
If Paul was the author and speaker in his letter this morning, why did he begin the paragraph 
with the plural “we?” No one can really know. Paul has been dead for nearly two millennia; we 
can’t ask him. It is curious and maybe a bit of a red herring, a distraction, but it may also be a 
keen insight into another time and people. Some refer to it as the “royal we,” like kings speak. 
They rule by divine right; so it is God and I or “we.” The pope and bishops can speak like this 
too. Sometimes I do too. Personally this is presumptive and a bit arrogant. It’s like saying, 
“listen to me like I speak with God’s voice and authority too!” Usually when people take that 
position, it is unlikely that they can possibly speak for God. As a preacher I try my best to reflect 
upon God’s Word and to explain it, reflect upon it and try to ground it into the real lives of 
people, including me. For if I don’t hear its challenge how will others? Kings, popes, bishops and 
priests are human beings like everyone else and therefore sinners. 
 
There’s another way I like to interpret Paul’s use of the plural first person pronouns. What was 
Paul’s mission, aside from preaching the gospel? It was to help form the Church, a community 
grounded in Jesus by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Such formation has led to us and will lead to 
the kingdom of God when Jesus returns. He was writing to such a community. He was either 
traveling or residing and working within another such community. Paul may also have been 
writing on their behalf as well. His letters always mention others who are with him. He may 
have had a scribe who wrote his dictation and editors that worked with him in composing his 
texts. 
 
I am not a big fan of the translation of the bible that the bishops have chosen for use in our 
lectionary. Sometimes the scripture passages have been edited with verses that have been 
omitted. If you check today’s chapters and verses, Paul and Mark are continuous; the Psalm is 
not. Next Sunday’s gospel will not be a continuous passage either. When my reflection gets 
posted on Friday check it out to see what I mean. Look up the whole passage from Mark in your 
bible to see what the editors have left out. 
 
The translators of the Revised New American Bible have chosen to translate the Greek and 
Hebrew into an exact translation as is possible. This poses a problem. I have studied New 
Testament Greek in graduate school. Sometimes there is no English equivalency for words and 
idioms. The language has not been spoken by people in centuries. How many of us are familiar 
with modern jargon and idiom completely (lol). I’ve worked to translate Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians. It’s a difficult read in Greek and my translation often sounds stilted and odd in 
English. There are other translations that make more sense. The Revised English Version (REV) 
and New Jerusalem (NJB) bibles have translations that begin the process of interpretation in 
their texts. They are also more poetic as well as clearer to read. There are also the Good News 
(TEV) and Contemporary English Version (CEV) that are written at a fifth grade reading level. 
Newspapers are written at a fifth grade level. Their simplicity of translation makes them easier 
for people to understand. 
 
Both Paul and the Church in Thessalonica have experienced trauma. Paul was rejected by the 
people of Philippi. The Thessalonians have experienced some form of persecution. Paul has not 
yet been to visit them. His assuring words are meant to bring comfort, support and solidarity 
with Christ. Presumably the correspondence had been both ways. Paul had concrete knowledge 
of their situation. There are no letters of the Thessalonians to Paul that have survived. 
Emissaries from both parties may have maintained communictions. Remember, there were no 
USMS, cell phones or internet. The emissaries carried the letters instead, by foot between the 



Church communities. They traveled as an entourage for protection and to carry all their 
supplies for travel. This may be another reason for Paul to speak in the plural; for all those in his 
company as a sign of their common mission. 
 
This passage ends with a powerful prayer for the Church in Thessalonica. Paul expressed his 
love for them, his hope for their growth in Christ and their flourishing in faith. Since we read it, 
Paul prayed for us. Certainly we need Paul’s prayers for the traumas we have endured. We are 
all in this together has a different feel if we also include the Communion of Saints. As Paul and 
the entourage prayed the words, they prayed. As we read or listen to these words we pray. We 
all thrive as they thrived in prayer. We all await Jesus’ coming at the end of the age. Jesus came 
for Paul and those involved with his letter when they died. We wait for Jesus to come for us 
when we die; just not today or soon. 
 
“Stay awake.” Jesus said, “You do not know on which day the Lord will come.” But we do! We 
can encounter the coming of Jesus in everyone we meet, in every event and experience of our 
day. Yes, Jesus will come for us when we die, just not today. Jesus will come again when the 
world ends. We know this because of Jesus final farewell in the gospel of Matthew. “Go, 
therefore, make disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And look, I am 
with you always; yes, to the end of time.” Matthew 28:19-20 (NJB)  
 
Jesus may sound threatening to bullies and bad bosses. For some he is threatening. There’s 
another way to interpret his story. From the context above, the reason we don’t mistreat other 
people or bully them is simple. We can see Jesus reflected in them. Jesus lives as part of every 
human being. This is part of the Good News we call the Gospel. Jesus has never left; he is living 
with, through, among and within us. This is not just true with us as practical Catholics. Jesus 
died for all humanity. He told us to be awake to see this truth now, as we live and relate to one 
another. For when we recognize Jesus within ourselves and someone else, Jesus is there, alive 
and present. Each encounter with another is a holy moment of blessing, whether we are aware 
of it or not. 
 
Paul’s message and prayer brought comfort and God’s presence to the Church of Thessalonica 
centuries ago. His message and prayer are a living witness for today’s gospel message. Jesus is 
alive and among us. We all benefit from the recognition of God’s living presence. God is as close 
as the person we meet. God meets us in all we meet. Stay awake and notice. God is just a 
thought away. 
 
May the Holy Spirit keep us awake and aware. 
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