
Reading and Reflection for Thursday the 12th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 24:8-17 
 
A reading from the second Book of Kings: 
 
 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Nehushta, daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. He did evil in 
the sight of the LORD, just as his forebears had done. At that time the officials of 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, attacked Jerusalem, and the city came under siege. 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, himself arrived at the city while his servants were besieging 
it. Then Jehoiachin, king of Judah, together with his mother, his ministers, officers, and 
functionaries, surrendered to the king of Babylon, who, in the eighth year of his reign, took him 
captive. And he carried off all the treasures of the temple of the LORD and those of the palace, 
and broke up all the gold utensils that Solomon, king of Israel, had provided in the temple of 
the LORD, as the LORD had foretold. He deported all Jerusalem: all the officers and men of the 
army, ten thousand in number, and all the craftsmen and smiths. None were left among the 
people of the land except the poor. He deported Jehoiachin to Babylon, and also led captive 
from Jerusalem to Babylon the king’s mother and wives, his functionaries, and the chief men of 
the land. The king of Babylon also led captive to Babylon all seven thousand men of the army, 
and a thousand craftsmen and smiths, all of them trained soldiers. In place of Jehoiachin, the 
king of Babylon appointed his uncle Mattaniah king, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 
For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us. 
 
O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; they have defiled your holy temple, they 
have laid Jerusalem in ruins. They have given the corpses of your servants as food to the birds 
of heaven, the flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts of the earth. 
For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us. 
 
They have poured out their blood like water round about Jerusalem, and there is no one to 
bury them. We have become the reproach of our neighbors, the scorn and derision of those 
around us. O LORD, how long? Will you be angry forever? Will your jealousy burn like fire? 
For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us. 
 
Remember not against us the iniquities of the past; may your compassion quickly come to us, 
for we are brought very low. 
For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us. 
 
Help us, O God our savior, because of the glory of your name; Deliver us and pardon our sins for 
your name’s sake.  
For the glory of your name, O Lord, deliver us. 
 
 



Gospel: Matthew 7:21-29 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. Many will say 
to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name? Did we not drive out 
demons in your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?’ Then I will declare to them 
solemnly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.’ “Everyone who listens to these 
words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain 
fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; it had 
been set solidly on rock. And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on 
them will be like a fool who built his house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the 
winds blew and buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was completely ruined.” When Jesus 
finished these words, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as their scribes. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thursday the 12th Week of the Year 
 
What is the foundation of our lives? Is it family, country, job, community, church, self, or God? 
How can we know? Jesus tells us that the foundation of our lives is to be doing the will of God. 
How does this work? Why was each of us born? The question from the old Baltimore Catechism 
and its answer is relevant. Why did God make me? God made me to know him, to love him, to 
serve him in this life and to be happy with him in the next. I would add these words, through 
knowing, loving, serving one another and united in Christ forever. We do not know, love, and 
serve God in a vacuum or in spirit only. We do this in the context of living life. We live life with 
other people, even as we keep a social distance. Jesus gave us the greatest commandment, 
which is really three. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” In other words, one cannot love God without loving 
neighbor and self. There is a basis for us loving in the first place: from 1 John, “We love because 
God first loved us.” 
 
From this, there is a conundrum when reading the first passage from 2 Kings. I am always 
uncomfortable when people get punished for someone else’s infraction or sin. This was the 
tactic of the teachers I had in grammar school to put “peer pressure” on one of the few who 
acted out. I find it unfair. The Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, the Temple, killed people, and 
took the survivors into captivity because the king, Jehoiachin, did evil in God’s sight. Were there 
no faithful, God-loving people? Were all guilty and deserving of this fate? It sounds as if none of 
God’s people did God’s will. The only one doing God’s will seemed to be the king of Babylon. 
Did he, through this act of barbaric proportion, become a believer in God, and thus receive 
salvation? I doubt it. 
 
This account was compiled after it happened like all history is written. Whereas this story is 
historical, it is not history as we know it. The bible is not a history book. It is a book that has 



recorded God’s word and God’s people’s experience of faith. From the experience of the 
wanton destruction of people, temple, and city, this is a horrific tale. However, in terms of what 
God actually did, God’s people, faith, and witness moved from a relatively isolated and 
insignificant location into the whole world. Today Israel contains but a small portion of God’s 
first chosen people. The rest live and give witness to that First Covenant, in Diaspora, 
throughout the entire world. This I believe was the true plan and will of God. Judaism is a long-
standing world religion.  
 
I went to see T. S. Elliot’s play in verse, “Murder in the Cathedral,” many years ago. In it is a 
memorable quote, the only one I recall. “The last temptation is the greatest treason: to do the 
right deed for the wrong reason.” We can accomplish God’s will without being aware of it. God 
used the Babylonians without their knowledge to spread God’s faith and those who lived it 
throughout the entire world. God will use us, who sometimes act like blunt instruments, to 
accomplish what God wants. God moves in our lives, sometimes, often even, without our 
awareness. How many times have people approached us to relate how we touched them, 
deeply, and not known it. 
 
God knows us! Just as in 1 John regarding love, we can say, “We know God because God knows 
us.” God’s way is love; God’s command is love for God is love. Only God is holy. Only God is 
perfect. As we grow into our relationship with God as we live and love, we glimpse holy 
perfection. What is the firm foundation of our lives? It is the unconditional and eternal love that 
is God. Since we have God’s gift of faith, we carry the sign of God’s love. We do not have one 
without the other. It is a foundation we will not lose. 
 
God’s people carried the same eternal and unconditional gift with them along with the pain, 
shame, and guilt. They experienced the destruction, death of homes, family, holy places, and 
culture. They lived, as we live, by faith and not by feeling. Judaism as our Christianity has 
survived the centuries in the lives of ancestors, who died, to us. Our faith is living as we live. 
God lives in, through, and with us.  
 
We don’t mindlessly mouth our prayers. We don’t go through the motions of religion. We 
believe in God and in the one God sent, Jesus. Jesus' admonitions and rejection of false worship 
and works for the show cannot affect the center of our lives. God has given us the gift we live. 
God loved us to life, faith, family, and Church. We affirm this gift through our actions and 
prayers. We carry, like those exiled Jews of long ago, as we live, the same pain, shame, and 
guilt. We also carry, like them, God’s love and faith as we witness to God by our lives. 
 
We live in a world that feels off-center and slipping into chaos. We have no control over an 
insidious virus that can infect and kill us. We have no control over the actions of others either. 
We are not responsible for either accident or actions. We are responsible for the actions we 
take. We can take precautions to slow down the spread of COVID 19 by keeping six feet apart, 
wearing a mask in public, and washing our hands, frequently. When we encounter others, 
keeping our distance, we know that God loves each of them as God loves each of us. All people 
make up the only human race made in God’s image and likeness. Even if we cannot stand 
someone we meet, those six feet may not be enough distance, we can still know and encounter 
the presence of God. We can see is love as we see God. Seeing God accomplishes Jesus' 



command; for it is not to like, but love one another. Keeping faith and giving witness, in a world 
filled with chaos and sin, may not be all that difficult. We carry Jesus with us wherever we go. 
 
I hope, as you read, you are well. I pray, as do you, for all on the front lines during this 
pandemic. I remember all infected with COVID 19 and their families. The numbers, worldwide, 
stagger my mind, 9,100,000. The dead, nearly half a million, and their countless family, friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers deserve our prayers too. We lift each other to God’s loving arms. 
 
James D. Beath 
June 25, 2020 


