
Readings for the Third Thursday of Advent 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 54:1-10 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 Raise a glad cry, you barren one who did not bear, Break forth in jubilant song, you who 
were not in labor, For more numerous are the children of the deserted wife than the children of 
her who has a husband, says the LORD. Enlarge the space for your tent, spread out your tent 
cloths unsparingly; lengthen your ropes and make firm your stakes. For you shall spread abroad 
to the right and to the left; your descendants shall dispossess the nations and shall people the 
desolate cities. Fear not, you shall not be put to shame; you need not blush, for you shall not be 
disgraced. The shame of your youth you shall forget, the reproach of your widowhood no 
longer remember. For he who has become your husband is your Maker; his name is the LORD 
of hosts; Your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, called God of all the earth. The LORD calls you 
back, like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, A wife married in youth and then cast off, says 
your God. For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with great tenderness I will take you back. 
In an outburst of wrath, for a moment I hid my face from you; But with enduring love I take pity 
on you, says the LORD, your redeemer. This is for me like the days of Noah, when I swore that 
the waters of Noah should never again deluge the earth; So I have sworn not to be angry with 
you, or to rebuke you. Though the mountains leave their place and the hills be shaken, My love 
shall never leave you nor my covenant of peace be shaken, says the LORD, who has mercy on 
you. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b 
I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 
 
I will extol you, O LORD, for you drew me clear and did not let my enemies rejoice over me. O 
LORD, you brought me up from the nether world; you preserved me from among those going 
down into the pit. 
I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 
 
Sing praise to the LORD, you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name. For his anger 
lasts but a moment; a lifetime, his good will. At nightfall, weeping enters in, but with the dawn, 
rejoicing. 
I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 
 
“Hear, O LORD, and have pity on me; O LORD, be my helper.” You changed my mourning into 
dancing; O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks. 
I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 
 
 



GOSPEL: Luke 7:24-30 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 When the messengers of John the Baptist had left, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
about John. “What did you go out to the desert to see – a reed swayed by the wind? Then what 
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in fine garments? Those who dress luxuriously and live 
sumptuously are found in royal palaces. Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom Scripture says: Behold, I am sending 
my messenger ahead of you, he will prepare your way before you. I tell you, among those born 
of women, no one is greater than John, yet the least in the Kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
(All the people who listened, including the tax collectors, who were baptized with the baptism 
of John, acknowledged the righteousness of God; but the Pharisees and scholars of the law, 
who were not baptized by him, rejected the plan of God for themselves.) 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the Third Thursday of Advent 
 
This is a disclaimer. I had just finished this reflection. I wrote this on Tuesday for Wednesday is 
my day off. When I got to the date, I noted that this reflection is for the 17th of December. We 
have special Advent readings which begin on this date and continue until Christmas Eve day. I 
decided not to start over and write a new one. These readings don’t get read very often. I liked 
them. 
 
I was struck by the painful images of people Isaiah cited in today’s readings; those who cannot 
and never did bear children and single mothers. In Isaiah’s day, and in ours, these experiences 
represent loneliness and poverty. They were also experiences of shame and were thought as a 
curse. Isaiah proclaims, boldly that God is with them. God’s presence is not an indication of guilt 
and shame but of blessing. God’s presence is an opportunity for joy. Instead of a lament for 
people’s living situations, they can offer thanksgiving and praise to God. 
 
Scripture tells us that God is near to the broken hearted. A humbled and contrite heart God will 
never turn away. Like a shepherd, God seeks out the lost. God is nearest to sinners for when we 
sin, we need God the most. This message of redemption, compassion, mercy and nearness of 
God can be a source of comfort. Isaiah gave this message to God’s people in Diaspora. They 
were separated from the Promised Land, Temple, family but not God. 
 
For people of faith, redemption was in their midst. God was near and never left them. Diaspora 
continued for all but a remnant. Few of the Hebrew people returned to Palestine. The rest lived 
and thrived in the lands that had become their homes. Judaism remains the faith of many 
today. 
 



How can one know God’s presence; how can one know the blessing and feel the grip of God’s 
absence? Scripture also tells us to seek and find. Seek the Lord and we will find God. The simple 
event of remembering God tells us the God is near. We can remember God when we are mad, 
sad, glad or afraid. We believe and thus know that God never leaves us. Our limited ability to 
love, forgive and remembered past hurts in no way limits God. For God is eternal, having no 
limits. His eternal love is unconditional too. 
 
As I type, I heard the news of the first vaccinations, here in Chicago. With patience and 
continued vigilance the end of the pandemic is in sight. For us today, Isaiah’s hopeful, loving 
words have grounding in good news now. 
 
In Luke’s gospel today, Jesus spoke to the crowds gathered with him. He asked some probing 
questions. Apparently these were the same people who flocked to John the Baptist for his 
baptism of water. Why did you go to the desert? What did you expect? What did you hope to 
hear and see? We don’t live in a desert, but, hopefully, we keep social distance and stay home 
as much as we can. We expect things too; a new president, a vaccine and an end to this 
pandemic and perhaps a change of heart toward those with whom we disagree. 
 
John the Baptist pointed the way to Jesus as Messiah, Savior and Son of God. John was a 
catalyst that God used to begin the Kingdom of God. The crowd that heard Jesus’ words went 
into the desert to be baptized in repentance for their sins. They actively sought out a new way 
to live. They found Jesus. In this we share the same experience. We seek to live better; a new 
way to live. We have found Jesus; we believe. What’s more as Jesus found the crowd, Jesus 
found us. The gifts of God are boundless and unconditional. 
 
We expect the coming of Jesus. Yet Jesus lives now among us. Christmas is Jesus’ birthday. We 
remember the event not relive it. We hope for Jesus’ return to establish the eternal Kingdom of 
God. Yet the Kingdom is already here. When we gather in Jesus’ name he is in our midst. What 
can we expect to see, hear and experience? We can see Jesus’ presence in others and hear his 
voice within our voices. We can know Jesus in the breaking of bread and with our relationships 
with one another, even if the world’s situation requires it to be through Skype, Zoom, emails, 
texts and phone calls. When we can’t do the best things, the next best things can satisfy our 
needs. 
 
The good news of Isaiah and Luke shows us the nearness and blessing of God. Through Jesus, 
God is close to broken hearted sinners like you and me. In our pitfalls, God’s love is always 
eternal and unconditional. 
 
May we always remember God’s presence which is only a thought away. 
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