
 
Reflection for Sunday the 20th Sunday of the Year 
 
 
 FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7  
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah:  
 
Thus says the LORD: Observe what is right, do what is just; 
for my salvation is about to come, my justice, about to be revealed. 

The foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, ministering to him, loving the 
name of the LORD, and becoming his servants—all who keep the sabbath free 
from profanation and hold to my covenant, them I will bring to my holy 
mountain and make joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and 
sacrifices will be acceptable on my altar, for my house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all peoples. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 
PS 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
May God have pity on us and bless us; may he let his face shine upon us. 
So may your way be known upon earth; among all nations, your salvation. 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
May the nations be glad and exult because you rule the peoples in equity; 
the nations on the earth you guide. 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you! May God 
bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear him! 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/56?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/67?2


 
Reading 2: ROM 11:13-15, 29-32 
 
A Reading from the Book of Romans 
 
Brothers and sisters: I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle 
to the Gentiles, I glory in my ministry in order to make my race jealous and thus 
save some of them. For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what 
will their acceptance be but life from the dead? For the gifts and the call of God 
are irrevocable. Just as you once disobeyed God but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, so they have now disobeyed in order that, by 
virtue of the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God 
delivered all to disobedience, that he might have mercy upon all. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 15:21-28 

 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 

 

 At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a 

Canaanite woman of that district came and called out, "Have pity on me, Lord, 

Son of David! My daughter is tormented by a demon." But Jesus did not say a 

word in answer to her. Jesus' disciples came and asked him, "Send her away, for 

she keeps calling out after us." He said in reply, "I was sent only to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel." But the woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, "Lord, 

help me." He said in reply, "It is not right to take the food of the children and 

throw it to the dogs." She said, "Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps 

that fall from the table of their masters." Then Jesus said to her in reply, "O 

woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And the woman's 

daughter was healed from that hour. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/11?13


 

It is always easy to see those who are not like us. Even Jesus knew those 

differences. How can we see beneath the color of one’s skin? How can we hear 

beyond language and accent? How did Jesus? He looked harder and listened more 

deeply than do we. Jesus heard the quality of the woman’s character in her 

persistence and wit. He saw a daughter of his Father and a sister to him. There is 

only One God and one human race. God created us all. God saved us all. God calls 

us to new life through faith to the kingdom. 

 
Reflection for Sunday the 20th Sunday of the Year 
 
I’ve always wondered how one serves God. I don’t know if you have ever seen the 
old “Twilight Zone” episode, “To Serve Man.” The punch line of the show came at 
the end from the protagonist, “It’s a cook-book.” Some of the things we think God 
wants from us can be absurd. Why would God want people to burn incense? God 
is spirit. Incense can make me sneeze. Why would God want the repetition of so 
many prayers, hymns and scripture readings? Why would God want offerings of 
food? 
 
The answer to this is simple. These things are not for God but God’s people; in 
other words us. I had the opportunity, back in the later 1980s, to get a tour of the 
Hindu temple near Aurora. I went with a priest friend of mine. Since we were 
both priests, we asked one of the Hindu priests to conduct it. He explained Hindu 
pantheology. The multitude of Hindu gods is really manifestations of one god. 
There were apples in a bowl in front of one of the idols. The priest picked up two 
and gave them to us. As I remembered Paul’s admonition against eating food 
offered to idols, I was horrified. I will also note that the priest did not serve that 
particular idol but another that occupied the temple. Food offered to God was 
what fed the priests and their families. Animal sacrifices were roasted, not 
burned. The smell of the food cooking went to God. The food got eaten by those 
who worked at the temple. 
 
As Christians, we bring food to the church in two ways. I always like this time of 
the year because people will bring garden tomatoes to the rectory. Every Monday 
we collect food for St. Eulalia’s food pantry. Every Tuesday we deliver the food to 
Maywood. Food is offered in God’s name for people to eat. Prayer does not 



benefit God. We can add nothing to God who made everything. Praying benefits 
the one who prays. Prayer draws us closer to God when we pray by ourselves. 
When we pray in a group, God draws us closer together in him. Some incense 
smells better than others if used with reserve. We smell it. I remember one of my 
former spiritual directors, who, as a pastor of a north-side parish, would incense 
the entire church an hour or so before alumni would gather for an annual 
anniversary mass. The smell could remind them of their youth. The hint of scent 
smelled like church. 
 
Isaiah says to do two things; observe what is right then do justice. This is an 
outward movement. Doing justice will act as witness to the nations, acting as 
catalyst to draw non-believers to faith. God’s house will be a place for all peoples 
to join together with God. In serving God we first care for ourselves and we then 
care for one another. God becomes the central point of an outward movement as 
God works through each individual of the entire human race. In this image there 
is beauty and balance. Our hope is to become instruments of God as we serve 
each other. We best praise God as we do justice. 
 
Over my years in ministry I have worked in many different communities. Several 
could be represented as multi-cultural. A few of them celebrated their diversity 
and appreciated the gifts of ethnicity. Sadly, most were divided by language and 
culture with the groups being set up as us and them. The groups never mingled 
with some feeling pushed out and others feeling kept out. Language can be a 
barrier to communication. Food, on the other hand, is something that can unite. 
We all like to eat and as humans, few people will eat food that really smells and 
tastes bad. I was stationed in Uptown in the late 1980s where we had thirty two 
languages spoken by parents in our school. We had masses in English, Spanish, 
Vietnamese, Korean and Ge’ez. (The internet can be a wondrous place; look it up.) 
Our St. Joseph table and parish picnic were an eater’s paradise. 
 
Paul expressed this same kind of tension as the very early Church moved from 
being a form of Judaism to becoming a religion on its own. He had to keep 
reminding all the Jewish believers and gentile believers that they were still one in 
Christ. That’s what we had to do, constantly, in parishes divided by language and 
culture. Few people enjoy a mass in two, three, four or five different languages. 
Just to speak of our oneness in Christ would take a long time. We could have used 
Latin, but since nobody understands the language, we would attract only the 
groups disenfranchised with mass in the vernacular (local language). I can speak, 
through sad experience, Paul’s tactic to make the Jews “jealous” does not work. It 
only serves to divide the community even more. Paul wrote his letters in the 



common Greek. In his time, that was the Lingua Franca. He wrote to the Romans 
who spoke Latin in a foreign language. His problems sound rather contemporary. 
 
The story of the Canaanite woman always reminds me of the story of the 
Samaritan woman in the gospel of John. We had that reading in March for the 
Third Sunday of Lent. That was the first week of the stay-home order and the first 
of my reflections. 
 
We don’t expect Jesus to be rude. Jesus ignored this woman who came to him in 
her pain. Jesus called her a dog when she told him of her sick little girl. What 
gives? Jesus was Jewish and a rabbi, or teacher. In his society, a woman would 
approach a person like Jesus through a male relative. For a woman to address a 
man of God, such as Jesus, directly was a cultural and religious offense. She was 
also a foreigner and an unbeliever, a gentile woman. Even though Jesus carried 
with him the bias and perhaps prejudice of his time, culture and religion he did 
respond, finally. 
 
I like the movement of the story. At first the woman approaches and speaks to 
Jesus. Jesus ignores the woman and continues to walk away. Jesus’ twelve lads 
intervene and beg Jesus to say, “Get lost.” It is then that Jesus responds; not 
directly to the woman but through his response to the twelve. Jesus made it clear 
that she is not of the “House of Israel.” The woman continues with the prayer, 
“Lord, help me.” She implied a lot with that simple plea. She called him Lord. She 
did not use the word, “Sir.” That would be the common salutation or title of that 
time. “Lord,” is the title of God. She approached Jesus. She approached Jesus in 
faith. 
 
This is different from the story of the Samaritan woman at the well. She came to 
faith through her encounter with Jesus. In the dialogue between them we hear 
the movement. The Woman at the Well first calls Jesus a Jew, someone not her. 
She then calls him sir, a sign of growing respect. Then she calls him a prophet, a 
man from God. Lastly she calls him Messiah, she got it. In John, It was Jesus who 
approached the Woman at the Well for a drink of water. Jesus originated contact. 
In today’s gospel, the Canaanite woman sought out Jesus. She called out over the 
crowd to him. She called him Lord. Lord in Hebrew is Elohim, a name only for God. 
In her call to Jesus, she revealed her faith in him. 
 
To this, Jesus calls her, “dog!” I hope this detail is not lost. She was a woman. 
What did Jesus call her, really? Jesus was both demeaning and insulting the 
woman at the same time. If I were her at that point, I would have walked away. 



That would have been all I would take from the so called rabbi. She persisted with 
challenge and wit. I can just see Jesus stop in his tracks, turn and look toward the 
woman for the first time and perhaps with a slight smile or chuckle. If anything, 
the woman was persistent if not strident. As Jesus finally addressed the woman, 
he acknowledged her faith. What was gained? We witnessed a dual miracle in this 
gospel. Both of them are powerful; the cure of a little girl and the creation of a 
new disciple. 
 
It is always easy to see those who are not like us. Even Jesus knew those 
differences. How can we see beneath the color of one’s skin? How can we hear 
beyond language and accent? How did Jesus? He looked harder and listened more 
deeply than do we. Jesus heard the quality of the woman’s character in her 
persistence and wit. He saw a daughter of his Father and a sister to him. There is 
only One God and one human race. God created us all. God saved us all. God calls 
us to new life through faith to the kingdom. 
 
I hope you are staying well. I hope you work to keep us all well too. Wash your 
hands; wear your mask in public and keep six feet distance from others. The 
numbers of infection and death from COVID 19 continue to rise. 
 
James D. Beath 
August 15-16, 2020 


