
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah: 
 The days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers the day I 
took them by the hand to lead them forth from the land of Egypt; for they broke my covenant, 
and I had to show myself their master, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD. I will place my law within them and 
write it upon their hearts; I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer will they 
have need to teach their friends and relatives how to know the LORD. All, from least to 
greatest, shall know me, says the LORD, for I will forgive their evildoing and remember their sin 
no more. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15. 
Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my 
offense. Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of my sin cleanse me. 
Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me. Cast me not out 
from your presence, and your Holy spirit take not from me. 
Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
Give me back the joy of your salvation, and a willing spirit sustain in me. I will teach 
transgressors your ways, and sinners shall return to you. 
Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:7-9 
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews: 
 In the days when Christ Jesus was in the flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with 
loud cries and tears to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverence. Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered; and 
when he was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 Some Greeks who had come to worship at the Passover Feast came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. 
Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. 
The Father will honor whoever serves me. “I am troubled now. Yet what should I say? ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? But it was for this purpose that I came to this hour. Father, glorify 



your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.” The 
crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 
Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come for my sake but for yours. Now is the time of 
judgment on this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And when I am lifted up 
from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” He said this indicating the kind of death he 
would die. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Reflection for the 5th Sunday of Lent 
 
When I began grammar school we never read or studied the bible. We studied bible history. We 
learned about the events, places and people in the bible. Learning about something is not the 
same as getting to know something. For example, when it comes to getting to know other 
people, it is far more important to speak to them, listen to them and spend time with them 
than hearing from other people about them. That tends to be more like gossip. The closest we 
can come to know a person like St. Paul, who’s been dead for two thousand years, is to read his 
letters, the epistles. We’ll never meet him in the flesh so the closest we can get to him is his 
writings. 
 
We can read how he phrased things, how he explained things and his own story. We read about 
his conversion in the Acts of the Apostles but in his letters Paul himself will tell his story in his 
own words. The first time I actually began to read God’s word myself for study was at twelve 
years old and in seventh grade. It was also at the same age that I was a lector for mass. We kids 
read scripture at masses for school and were ready to read for the congregation Sundays before 
adults were formed to be lectors.  
 
Jeremiah has described a relationship where we can come to know God. God is part of our lives 
and never leaves us. To keep God at a distance is to know about God without intimacy. God is 
distant and imposing. Each of us as a believer can recognize God’s presence with just a thought. 
The relationship we have with God is covenantal. God is our God and we are God’s beloved 
children. A covenant can never be broken. I have to ask. Could Jeremiah be mistaken about the 
covenant? I think he was. As a fellow preacher I’ve been mistaken too. 
 
When Jeremiah wrote about a broken covenant, who broke it? Did God break it? Scripture is 
full of passages of God’s fidelity, compassion, mercy and love. These are qualities of God that 
do not go away, ever. Did God’s people break it? That remains a possibility. However, if that 
were so, why would God continue to speak through God’s prophet, Jeremiah? Why did the 
Jews in exile continue to remain believers in God? Judaism flourishes today, still. Jeremiah was 
born in the Promised Land and witnessed the destruction of nation, city and temple. He lived 
amid pagans in a foreign land. He mourned his loss and exile. He tried to find meaning in the 
ruins of a society uprooted and sent, scattered into Diaspora. This is the context of his writing. 
He asked the question why all this happened. There is no answer to the question why for who 
can know God’s mind? God never explains God’s self. 
 



Jeremiah envisioned a new way, in a new land to relate to God not rooted in a past long gone 
through people long dead. His newly envisioned covenant was in the place where he lived with 
the situation he faced. There was no temple, country or holy city. There were no rituals that 
provided groundedness and direction for God’s people and him. God did not live in a specific 
location. God lived in the hearts of God’s people. Separation from place led to being joined to 
God for there was no other place to go. God came to them. As long as God’s people lived, 
wherever they were, God went with them into their hearts and into their world. 
 
I always like to point out that a story in the bible was not written specifically with Jesus and 
Christianity in mind. Although we, as Christian and Catholic, believe that God’s prophets speak 
God’s word to us. We interpret their words in light of the mystery of Jesus. There was a real 
context in contemporary times of their writing to the people who read them then. The message 
of God spoke to the people of the Diaspora before they speak to us. I like to know that original 
context for it adds to the richness of the message delivered to us in our situation. This is one of 
the clearest prophesies that led to Jesus. Jeremiah may have intended his message for his 
contemporaries in their need, and it did. In his message of promise we hear the gift of salvation 
freely won for us through the cross and resurrection of Jesus. The Holy Spirit is the means for 
our faith in and fidelity to God and in the one God sent, Jesus. Jesus taught us the law of love. 
The law imprinted in our hearts is love. God has first loved us and we in turn can love back; 
loving God, self and one another. All of this has come about through the magnificent 
outpouring of love by the Holy Spirit to people undeserving of God’s gift. We share our human 
condition with those people in exile. We are broken too. As God healed them, God heals us. As 
God remained united to exiles, God remains with us too. 
 
Our iconography, ancient and contemporary can shape our vision of who Jesus really was. I 
grew up in a German neighborhood and was taught by German nuns (partly). All the images I 
had of Jesus were from that perspective. He had northern European features. His hair, beard 
and face reflected our ethnicity. The fact is that Jesus, born in first century Palestine, looked 
more like a contemporary Arab than he looked like me. We also learned, as written in 
beatitudes and in the gospel of Matthew that he was gentle and humble of heart. Given that, 
we can picture Jesus to look and act like the actor who depicted him in Franco Zeferelli’s “Jesus 
of Nazareth,” tall, thin and blond. Jesus was someone who could attract a crowd and hold them 
spell-bound. He had to be much more that a pretty-faced actor. He also spoke to crowds with 
no electronic amplification. He had to have been a powerful figure as well as attractive. 
 
In different places in scripture, we can read of the depths of Jesus feeling. We can witness Jesus 
weep, worry, laugh and blow his stack. The gospels paint a portrait of someone a lot like us. 
That, of course, is the point of the Incarnation. God became one just like us, though without sin. 
God became a human being. The image of Jesus that we read in today’s reading from Hebrews 
paints such a picture. Jesus had emotional depth as well as a depth of faith. Jesus had to 
struggle, too, just like us to face the challenges of life. In Jesus’ case it was the challenge of the 
cross and being obedient to the Father. Tears and wailing are not what we envision for Jesus. 
Jesus brave choice to suffer and die for us came at a cost for him; his life. Jesus, with the 



Father’s help faced his fears and chose to complete his mission. Because Jesus did so, we can 
turn to God to forgive our sins and we have the hope of eternal life. 
 
This gospel has always given me pause. Philip asked Jesus to meet the two Greek guys. Jesus did 
not seem to acknowledge them at all. Instead he launched into a discourse about death and 
producing fruit. Jesus began with the line, “The hour has come…” I find this a curious response. 
John’s gospel is well thought out. There’s more to this encounter. The presence of these two 
Greek men served as a catalyst for Jesus mission to be completed. Chapter twelve in the gospel 
of John marks the prelude to the passion; from here to the cross. When Jesus spoke about 
God’s glory and being lifted up, it is in the context of God’s plan to save humanity; a plan begun 
before creation and as eternal as is God. 
 
The voice of God added to the stories drama and power. Since not all heard it as God’s voice, it 
is possible for anyone to miss what God may intend. I would like to think that if I lived then and 
heard God’s voice I would understand. I wonder, though. Discernment of the movement of the 
Holy Spirit in revealing God’s word is not a straight forward movement. I am human and may 
miss God’s nuanced plan. I have read this particular passage and have missed this insight until 
now. This entire discourse of Jesus was directed toward the two Greek pilgrims. 
 
Who were they? They were in Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. The passage told us that. 
Perhaps they were Jews of the Diaspora who were able to fulfill the promise of their previous 
Passover, “Next year in Jerusalem!” Perhaps these were Greek “God Fearers,” two men 
unwilling or unable to fulfill initiation into Judaism. Maybe they were pagans who had heard of 
Jesus and his New Way. We will never know. In any event, that’s irrelevant. They wanted to see 
Jesus. What Jesus has effectively told them, in his response, was that seeing him was not 
important. Believing in Jesus was. With Jesus passion and death, he would rise from the dead. 
They would instead see God’s glory, the fulfillment of God’s plan of salvation. Through that, 
they would believe in God and in Jesus. Jesus would then draw them, and all people, to himself. 
This is why we still gather together around the altar for mass. Jesus draws you and me to 
himself. The two Greek guys represent us. 
 
We have witnessed the dying and rising of Jesus. We see him as our salvation. We find in him 
forgiveness of our sins. We hope in his promise of eternal life and the Kingdom of God. Jesus 
lives in our midst when we gather together as Jesus’ Church. We know him in the breaking of 
the bread. We have never seen him either, like these two men; but we believe in the risen 
Christ and witness God’s glory. We have heard God’s voice in scripture and as we listen to one 
another. By God’s grace we believe and God lives in our hearts. We face the challenges of life, 
our fears and trials with the presence of Jesus, our brother. 
 
God keeps us safe through the precautions we take. With God’s help may we face what comes 
with patience and hope. 
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