
Thursday the 7th Week of Easter Reading and Reflection 
 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 22:30; 23:6-11 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 Wishing to determine the truth about why Paul was being accused by the Jews, the commander 
freed him and ordered the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin to convene. Then he brought Paul 
down and made him stand before them. Paul was aware that some were Sadducees and some 
Pharisees, so he called out before the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees; I 
am on trial for hope in the resurrection of the dead.” When he said this, a dispute broke out between 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the group became divided. For the Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection or angels or spirits, while the Pharisees acknowledge all three. A great uproar occurred, and 
some scribes belonging to the Pharisee party stood up and sharply argued, “We find nothing wrong with 
this man. Suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” The dispute was so serious that the 
commander, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, ordered his troops to go down and 
rescue Paul from their midst and take him into the compound. The following night the Lord stood by him 
and said, “Take courage. For just as you have borne witness to my cause in Jerusalem, so you must also 
bear witness in Rome.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
 
Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge; I say to the LORD, “My Lord are you.” O LORD, my allotted 
portion and my cup, it is who hold fast my lot.  
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
 
I bless the LORD who counsels me; even in the night my heart exhorts me. I set the LORD ever before 
me; with him, at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
 
Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices, my body, too, abides in confidence; Because you will 
not abandon my soul to the nether world, nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption. 
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
 
You will show me the path to life, the fullness of joys in your presence, the delights at your right hand 
forever. 
Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope. 
 
GOSPEL: John 17:20-26 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying: “I pray not only for these but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me. And I have given them the 



glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be 
brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me and that you loved them even 
as you loved me. Father, they are your gift to me. I wish that where I am they also may be with me, that 
they may see my glory that you gave me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
Righteous Father, the world also does not know you, but I know you, and they know that you sent me. I 
made known to them your name and I will make it known, that the love with which you loved me may 
be in them and I in them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Thursday the 7th Week of Easter Reflection 
 
It can be easy to forget that Paul, who was a fearless preacher of the gospel of Jesus, was a devout and 
practicing Jew. In today’s world, such an experience wouldn’t happen. The gulf between Christians and 
Jews is wide and seemingly inescapable. The Christian Church was, during the lifetime of Paul, one 
branch of Judaism. The earliest Christians were Jews who also believed in Jesus. Jesus, whom we call the 
Christ, was the Messiah to those ancient Jewish believers. Messiah is a Hebrew word. Christ is a Greek 
word. They both mean the same thing in English; the Anointed One. The Messiah/Christ is a Jewish 
concept. Salvation comes from and through the Jews. It is also easy to forget that Jesus was Jewish. The 
concept of an Anointed Savior who comes as priest, prophet, and king from God has its origin in the Old 
Testament. The Old Testament was, at the time of Paul, the only extant scripture. Paul’s letters, which 
the early Church collected, were the earliest parts of the Christian scripture, the New Testament. 
 
Today’s story is one of my favorites. We learn that Paul was clever and wily; he thought quickly on his 
feet. We already know he was a fine preacher. Here he used his Jewish background as leverage to get 
out of a tight spot. It seems as if he’s gotten out of a real jam. In reality his victory was short-lived. Each 
of his actions, from this point on, narrows his later options. He will be held under house arrest for the 
rest of his life from this point on. 
 
There are two more installments of Paul’s story, Friday and Saturday before Pentecost. With Pentecost 
the Easter season ends next Monday we continue with the ninth week of Ordinary Time. Our daily 
reading of the Acts of the Apostles will end with Paul living in Rome in a rented apartment. Contrary to 
common expectation, we hear nothing of Paul’s fate beyond that. The Church has come to believe that 
Paul died by being beheaded in Rome. That story comes from Tradition not Scripture. As a matter of 
fact, only a few disciples’ deaths are mentioned in scripture. Judas has two accounts of his death. In 
Matthew, Judas hangs himself. In the Acts of the Apostles, he tripped and fell. Being so vile, his belly 
burst, and his guts poured out. Also from Acts, we hear of two more. Herod beheaded James and a mob 
stoned Stephen to death. The death of Peter also comes to us by Tradition. 
 
As Catholics, we have two sources of Revelation. There is Scripture which is the collective of the Old and 
New Testament which comprise the Bible. Bible means book and Scripture means that which is written. 
Tradition has a capital “T.” It refers to the ancient memory of the founding members of the Church that 
has been believed since the earliest days. The gospel was preached; that is spoken. It was passed on 
orally by eyewitnesses to the next generation and to converts. The stories were written later as those 
first witnesses began to die. The first gospels appeared fifty to sixty years after Jesus. All the gospels 
have references to the destruction of Jerusalem which occurred in 70-71 AD. Jesus prophesied the 
destruction in his teaching. Some Scripture scholars cite the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple as 
the catalyst for their writing. Originally, the gospels, as being oral, were Tradition too. 



 
There were several different forms of Judaism at Paul’s time. In addition to the Pharisees and Sadducees 
there were a few more. There were the Zealots and the Essenes. The Zealots believed that armed 
conflict would bring about the Messianic Age. The Essenes lived in small communities. The Sadducees 
were connected to Temple worship. The Pharisees were centered around worship in the Synagogue. 
They were taught by a teacher, called a Rabbi. The last group was those who believed in Jesus. Only two 
survived. The Sadducees died with the destruction of the Temple. The Zealots brought about its 
destruction by the revolt against the Romans. With the destruction of Jerusalem, the Essenes died out 
too. The Pharisees have continued in modern Judaism. Those who believed in Jesus became the 
Christian Church. Paul cleverly used his knowledge of the politics of religion in his ploy for freedom. Paul 
stated, clearly that he was a Pharisee. 
 
The end of the passage recounts a vision of Jesus that prompted Paul to go to Rome. There is a 
difference between having a vision and having vision. Paul clearly had vision. His entire life, as we have 
witnessed in our reading of Acts, was guided by the gospel of Jesus. His mission was to tell the world 
about the Good News of Salvation by God’s unconditional love. He gave constant witness to faith in all 
his travels and travails. He visited many of the Middle Eastern towns of his day as he preached and 
taught. When he wasn’t able to visit, he wrote letters to them. We have preserved them as epistles. 
They are the backbone of our New Testament. His mission came out of his vision of faith. We also hear 
of the times that God came close to him. From his first encounter on the road to Damascus until the 
reading today, we know the Spirit entered his life intimately. His path to Rome could be led by his on-
going sense of mission or by Jesus' voice speaking directly to Paul.  
 
We also witness, at the end of today’s reading, Paul in prayer. He brought his trouble to God in prayer. 
The conflicts and threats of that day’s events and Paul being held in custody were part of his prayer. The 
outcome became clear; Paul would go to Rome. Paul’s faith in Jesus didn’t protect him from problems. 
His story, as we have heard since Easter, was fraught with trouble. Sometimes Paul caused the trouble 
and sometimes trouble found him. His faith helped him to cope. He found meaning and discovered 
strength through belief in Jesus. He found compassion and support within the communities he visited 
and in the people he served. God remained with him all his days. 
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus continues to pray during the Last Supper. This part of his prayer, to me, is most 
powerful. Jesus prays for us, through the ages. He had each of us in mind. As God, since God is the 
Eternal Now, Jesus addresses our situation today. His prayer is for oneness, which we don’t have right 
now. It has been months since we have gathered together. It may be months, at least for those of us at 
high risk for the COVID 19, to gather again. To gather together again is Jesus’ prayer for us. It is also his 
prayer from before the foundation of the earth. Jesus desires oneness with us and us with the Father. I 
hope it can be soon. It is best to place ourselves in God’s loving arms since, with social distancing as our 
norm, we cannot embrace one another. 
 
James D. Beath 
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