
FIRST READING: Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 
 
A reading from the Book of Revelation: 
 God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant could be seen in the temple. A great sign appeared 
in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She 
was with child and wailed aloud in pain as she labored to give birth. Then another sign appeared in the sky; it was a huge 
red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on its heads were seven diadems. Its tail swept away a third of the 
stars in the sky and hurled them down to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give birth, to 
devour her child when she gave birth. She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the nations with an iron 
rod. Her child was caught up to God and his throne. The woman herself fled into the desert where she had a place 
prepared by God. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have salvation and power come, and the Kingdom of 
our God and the authority of his Anointed One.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 45:10, 11, 12, 16 
The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
 
The queen takes her place at your right hand in gold of Ophir. 
The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
 
Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear, forget your people and your father’s house. 
The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
 
So shall the king desire your beauty; for he is your lord. 
The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
 
They are borne in with gladness and joy; they enter the palace of the king. 
The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:20-27 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 
 Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since 
death came through man, the resurrection of the dead came also through man. For just as in Adam all die, so too in 
Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ the firstfruits; then, at his coming, those who 
belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed 
every sovereignty and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy to be destroyed is death, for “he subjected everything under his feet.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-56 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your 
greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to 
you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” And Mary said: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: the 
Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 



He has shown the strength of his arm, and has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from 
their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away 
empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made 
to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.” Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to 
her home. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
Reflection for the Immaculate Conception 
 
Today’s reflection has two parts. I will begin with a lesson on the Church’s Marian doctrine. Then I will reflect upon the 
day’s scripture passages. 
 
Mary has a prominent place in the life of the Church. Her role is always to lead us to her son, Jesus. There are four basic 
doctrines of Mary. She is the mother of God and mother of the Church. This was declared, by the Church, in 431 AD. It is 
rooted in the four Gospels. Matthew and Luke tell the story of Jesus’ birth with Mary having a prominent role being 
pregnant and giving birth to Jesus. Mary is mentioned in Mark’s gospel as being Jesus’ mother. The mother of Jesus is 
mentioned in the gospel of John. She pushed Jesus to turn water into wine thus beginning his public ministry. John never 
names her. Her prominence is directly related to Jesus’ being the son of God. 
 
Mary was a virgin before, during and after the birth of Jesus. This has roots in prophesies from the Old Testament and 
the New. Belief in Perpetual virginity stems as a miraculous manifestation of Jesus’ divinity. The incarnation marked the 
birth of God as a human being. Jesus has two natures. He is fully God and fully human. The specialness of that event led 
to his mother remaining a virgin in perpetuity. The Church has accepted this belief from the earliest times. 
 
There is a theological conundrum that stems from the identity of Jesus as God. How can a sinful, human being give birth 
to God? How could a young, teenage girl say yes to God’s request that she become the mother to God’s son? There had 
to be something very special about her. From the same time frame Mary being declared Mother of God, the Church 
began to believe that Mary was conceived without sin. The Doctrine of the Immaculate Conception was officially 
promulgated and accepted as faith in 1854. December 8 became the feast day and the Patronal feast of the United 
States. 
 
Just as there was a theological conundrum of Mary’s birth and being God’s mother, her death raised another. Since she 
bore Jesus, the son of God, in her womb and her body was so sacred, what would happen to her body when she died? 
Would decay touch it? This is also an early belief of the Church. Upon her death, God took her, body and soul, into 
eternal life. This was promulgated and accepted officially by the Church as Doctrine in 1958. 
 
The first two, as I wrote them, of the Marian Doctrines are deeply rooted in Scripture, one of the two fonts of the 
Church’s revelation. The last two are deeply rooted in the other font of the Church’s revelation, Tradition. The Church is 
the living revelation of God in the world and from it come the two fonts. Scripture is always obvious. As God’s word, it is 
written and dates back and has been accepted for many millennia. Tradition is a bit different. I use Tradition with a 
capital “T.” It is the Faith handed down from the Church, beliefs that are ancient and verified by the Holy Spirit in the 
lived experience of God’s people. 
 
There is witness value for these doctrines too. God has made promises to us. Through faith in God and in Jesus, God has 
promised redemption through forgiveness of sin. We receive the gift through faith and the Sacrament of Baptism. Mary 
received the gift from her conception. Through faith in Christ God promised to transform our lives, following God’s will. 
Mary responded, “Yes,” as she accepted God’s will to become the mother of Jesus. Through faith in Jesus we can live 
anew, restored in Christ. Mary remained a virgin in perpetuity. Through faith in Jesus’ resurrection, we have received the 
promise of eternal life and resurrection. Mary received that gift upon her death. In Mary we find a sign of God’s 
faithfulness and assurance of the truth of God’s promises to us. Mary was the first to carry Jesus to a waiting world. This 



is now our witness as we do the same. As the four Marian doctrines point to Mary’s relationship to God and Jesus, she 
was the first to live in God’s promise. God’s promise is our hope. 
 
When I was in grammar school, for six years I studied Bible History. When I was in seventh grade I began to study the 
bible. Up until then, we read commentaries, not the texts. The passage from Genesis we just read is said to contain the 
promise of Jesus, the Messiah. I have read this passage, myself, many times. I have never read anything about a promise 
in it. It stated the blunt facts of life. People pass the buck as they place blame on others. Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed 
the serpent. God cursed the serpent. Only in the bible did a serpent speak, but it made no response to God. It seemed to 
be the only honorable created being in this story; the only one to accept responsibility and the consequences of its 
actions. 
 
I digress. Is there a difference between as serpent and a snake? I looked it up. The internet can be a wondrous and 
informative vehicle. Here’s what I found. When used as nouns, serpent means a snake. A snake is a legless reptile with a 
long, thin body, a fork-shaped tongue and teeth called fangs. The words can also be verbs. As verbs, serpent means to 
wind or meander, whereas snake means to move in a winding manner. Basically the words, mostly, are interchangeable. 
 
There is also a cultural dread the Judeo-Christians have of them. They are sinister, evil and poisonous. Many people fear 
them. However, in Mezzo-America, snakes are considered symbols of life and resurrection. They shed their skin to grow 
bigger. With newly exposed skin, they appear younger and renewed. When the Catholic Spaniards arrived in what would 
become Mexico, they were horrified that the natives worshipped a snake. They worshipped something evil! That wasn’t 
true but an assumption based upon ignorance. It inevitably led to the suppression of a culture and the subjugation of a 
people considered to be devil worshippers. Given the native’s observation of snakes both cultures valued New Life. 
There was, in retrospect, some common ground and a basis to build better understanding. The sin of Adam and Eve has 
affected us all. 
 
Enough digression. The implication of a redeemer is found in the striking at heel and head. Granted, it is slight and 
subtle. Without hope, the scriptures become bad news. They are in fact good news. As bad as people can be, we are all 
capable of compassion. We can be moved deeply to action for the afflicted despite our faults. The historical belief in a 
Messiah developed through out the lived experience of the Jewish people. It unfolded through time as did our faith in 
the doctrines of Mary. The notion of Tradition has come to us from Judaism. Just remember Tevye from the Fiddler on 
the Roof. 
 
The reading from Ephesians is what we call a canticle. Generations have prayed and sung it since Paul wrote it. It laid out 
a few notions of God’s plan and workings. God and Jesus have blessed us in Jesus. First, what’s a blessing? It is receiving 
God’s gift of faith. It is witnessing to our faith. Our witnessing is also a gift. God gives us what we need to do so. Blessing 
is to know God’s presence. Blessing is to become the means for others to know it too. Is there a distinction between 
natural and adoptive children? Legally no; both are heirs. God chose the Jews as God’s children. They believe. We have 
become God’s children by our faith in God and in Jesus. Paul was Jewish. God made the covenant with the Jewish 
people. Salvation has come to us, in Jesus, through the Jews. Paul did his part to build Jesus’ Church, comprising, at his 
time, of both Jews and Gentiles. During Paul’s lifetime, the Church moved from being a Jewish sect to an independent 
community of believers. Jews and Christians officially separated in around 70 of the Common Era. The one behind that 
movement was God. Paul used the word “destined” as word to describe that God had a plan. Not only did the identity of 
the Church change but Paul’s did too. He struggled, as depicted in the Acts of the Apostles, with the fact that the entire 
Jewish people did not flock to Christ but the Gentiles did. Change can be difficult for us all. 
 
The Gospel of Luke gave us a unique perspective on Jesus’ birth. There are many details he gave in this passage. One 
thing in it is clear. When an angel says to any one, “Do not be afraid,” that one should be on guard. Mary was an 
unmarried, yet betrothed to someone, teenage girl. The angel has asked her, without a husband, to become pregnant 
with God’s child. In the bible it may have been more common place, even accepted for this to happen. Does it happen in 
real life? Anything is possible with God, I suppose, but unlikely. If an angel appeared to you or me, what would we do? 
Would we say yes? I wonder. Have any of us said “yes” to God. This is the point. When does God call us? Each of us have 
greeted this day and by the fact we live, breathe and work we have embraced our “yes.” This is something very simple 
and occurs each day. We say yes to God more often than we realize. 



 
Mary’s response is in the passive voice. May it be done to me. Paul spoke of the relationship of God’s grace and human 
action. Mary can only fulfill her decision with God’s help. Mary acknowledges her needs for God in this grammatical 
construction. The angel may have left Mary, but God remained close. God remains close to us as we live and act. God did 
not promise Mary a life without risk. She risked much in accepting a pregnancy as a young, un-married woman. In her 
society this constituted the sin of adultery. By Mosaic Law, the sentence for that sin was public execution. God’s 
continued presence was essential for Mary. It is the same for us. Fortunately God is always faithful even when we are 
not. 
 
Though we honor Mary on this feast, it is really a feast of Jesus. Mary’s life, decision and motherhood carried Jesus to a 
waiting world and each of us. Our lives will do the same, by God’s gift. 
 
As we wait for an anti-viral vaccination, may God work through us as we wash our hands, keep social distance and wear 
our masks. 
 
James D. Beath 
December 8, 2020 


