
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 5:27-33 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 When the court officers had brought the Apostles in and made them stand before the 
Sanhedrin, the high priest questioned them, “We gave you strict orders did we not, to stop 
teaching in that name. Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and want to bring this 
man’s blood upon us.” But Peter and the Apostles said in reply, “We must obey God rather than 
men. The God of our ancestors raised Jesus, though you had him killed by hanging him on a 
tree. God exalted him at his right hand as leader and savior to grant Israel repentance and 
forgiveness of sins. We are witnesses of these things, as is the Holy Spirit whom God has given 
to those who obey him.” When they heard this, they became infuriated and wanted to put 
them to death. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth. Taste and see how good 
the LORD is; blessed the man who takes refuge in him. 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
The LORD confronts the evildoers, to destroy remembrance of them from the earth. When the 
just cry out, the LORD hears them, and from all their distress he rescues them. 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit he saves. Many are 
the troubles of the just man, but out of them all the LORD delivers him. 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
GOSPEL: John 3:31-36 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 The one who comes from above is above all. The one who is of the earth is earthly and 
speaks of earthly things. But the one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what 
he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. Whoever does accept his testimony 
certifies that God is trustworthy. For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God. He does 
not ration his gift of the Spirit. The Father loves the Son and has given everything over to him. 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but 
the wrath of God remains upon him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 



Reflection for the 2nd Thursday of Easter 
 
What is the symbol of Christian salvation? It is the cross. For us Catholics, our cross has a 
depiction of Jesus on it. We call the symbol a crucifix. We presume that use of the symbol dates 
back to the days of the apostles. It didn’t. Paul wrote in his letters that the cross was an 
absurdity to Greeks and a stumbling block to Jews. To Christians it was a symbol of pain, sorrow 
and loss. Jesus’ death was a criminal execution. They were too close to the events of the 
suffering and death of Jesus. The joy of Jesus’ resurrection was not able to overcome the early 
Church’s pain, remorse and sorrow. The cross did not become the powerful symbol that it is 
today until a few centuries after the events of Holy Week. 
 
The cross was also a symbol that those who opposed and persecuted the early Church used to 
mock the believers. How could God die in an execution? How could a criminal rise from the 
dead. There are only a few examples of Christian iconography in the 2nd century of a cross. It 
was in the 3rd and 4th centuries that the cross became a common symbol. The crucifix first 
appeared in the 6th century. The common symbols in the early Church were the fish or IHS. 
Ikthus in Greek () represented Jesus, the fisher of people. The letters of fish in Greek 
represented the identity of Jesus. I represented the first letter of Jesus name in Greek. X is the 
first letter of Christ in Greek. Y is the Greek letter for U and is the first letter of the Greek word 
for Son.  is th and the first letter for the Greek word for God.is S and the first letter in the 
Greek word for Savior. Thus the Greek word for fish,  reads as a sentence, Jesus Christ, 
the Son and God is our Savior. IHS are the first three letters of Jesus using the Greek alphabet 
and is JES in the Latin alphabet. The Church’s adoption of the cross or crucifix as symbols 
simplified things a bit. 
 
Being too close to the pain and grief of Jesus’ death, Peter reflected in his reply to the Jewish 
authorities. His sorrow and hurt was the engine for accusing the authorities of killing Jesus. He 
seems to have forgotten that Jesus freely chose to die as part of God’s plan to save humanity. 
Peter also carried guilt with him for betraying Jesus at trial. It was easier for him to place blame 
on someone else rather than accepting responsibility for having denied Jesus three times. 
Peter’s vitriol toward the authorities was part of the reason he was arrested in the first place. 
As Peter concluded his defense, he did preach the message of Good News. I have always 
thought that if he would begin with the preaching of the gospel and eliminate the heaping of 
guilt, he would have better results. Jesus died to heal human guilt and shame as he saved us. 
Lead with that. 
 
Who are the poor? Why will the Lord hear their cry? I have a checking account with a balance. 
Will God listen to my prayers? If the Lord will confront and destroy evildoers, what will God do 
to me, a sinner? Often we assume that the words of scripture will provide comfort. These 
words are scary. The rest of the Psalm can put this into perspective by the context of the verse. 
Blessed are those who take refuge in God. When we turn to God in sin, sorrow or thanks God is 
there. Refuge is a thought away; forgiveness in God’s presence. Because of our sin, we are poor 
too. God rescues us through our relationships with each other. When we help each other, God 
works through us. We may sin but we also serve in God’s name. The ancient Hebrews also knew 
the complexity of human nature. We are capable of great goodness and great sin. Goodness 
and forgiveness are both gifts of God. 
 



Did you notice a difference in the beginning of today’s gospel? Since we often read the gospel 
out of context as individual readings, the editors of the lectionary give us the context. Jesus said 
to the crowds, disciples, Pharisees and scribes do that for us. This gospel passage does not. 
That’s unfortunate. Jesus is not the speaker. Today’s voice is John the Baptist. Chapter three 
began with Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus (I will refrain from my pun today). After their 
encounter and spiritual direction session, Jesus went out to baptize and preach. Today’s gospel 
told the response of John to Jesus’ actions. John witnessed to Jesus identity and mission. John 
preached Jesus to us. This is rare in the gospels. Jesus is the one from heaven; John is the one 
from earth. John attempted with these words to sent people in the right direction; right to 
Jesus. In John 3:16 it was Jesus’ words we heard. In John 3:36 John echoes Jesus words 
indicating that he first heard Jesus’ preaching too. 
 
There is some history that we lack. Some saw John as the Messiah. John still has adherents 
today. They are called Mandeans and number between 60 and 70,000 members throughout the 
world. This profession of faith was necessary from John. The gospel of John shows John the 
Baptist to adhere to faith in Jesus having listened and accepted Jesus’ teaching. I wonder why 
the editors omitted their normal setting of the context. John’s further testimony and witness 
was crucial to Jesus’ ministry and mission. 
 
There also sounds like some vitriol in the gospel between heavenly and earthly, salvation 
through faith and condemnation through unbelief. It is important to note that the mystery of 
the Incarnation is at the heart of John’s Gospel. Chapter 1 told us that the Word became Flesh 
and dwelt among us. God became a human being. Jesus’ divine nature was of heaven and Jesus’ 
human nature was of earth. The incarnation, in Jesus, was a unification of heaven and earth. 
God became one just like us in all things but sin. His mission was to offer his life, human and 
divine, as a sacrifice to save us from sin and give us the promise of eternal life. 
 
Faith in God and in Jesus is a gift that God gives in God’s own time. Not everyone today believes 
in Jesus. It was the same in John’s time as he wrote the gospel. In 70 of the Common Era, the 
Romans overran and destroyed Jerusalem. In the following year, the rabbis met to deal with 
their loss. They believed that, in part, faithlessness and sin were responsible. Until that time, 
Christianity was one form of Judaism. The rabbis determined that Christianity was not 
compatible to Judaism and excommunicated the Christians. To be fair, Paul was also coming to 
the same conclusion. He was a faithful Jew who believed in Jesus but it was clear that the early 
Church was becoming more and more Gentile. John’s milieu reflected the sting and pain of 
contemporary life. Judaism and Christianity have since been separate and distinct religions. 
 
There is a lesson in all this scriptural division for us. Our world today reflects similar divisions 
and pain. If we stick to our positions, division will get worse. What can unite us is God’s 
presence. Granted not everyone believes in God or in the same way. We can, however, seek 
God in all people, places, things and events. God is always there. It’s for us, who believe to give 
witness to God in whom we believe. We can share God’s compassion and mercy with others. 
We can give testimony to God’s trustworthiness through the lives we lead. 
 
May God keep us faithful to the life he offered us. 
 
James D. Beath 
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