
FIRST READING: Romans 10:9-18 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and 
so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The Scripture says, No one 
who believes in him will be put to shame. There is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 
same Lord is Lord of all, enriching all who call upon him. For everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved. But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how 
can they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone to preach? And how can people preach unless they are sent? As it is written, How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring the good news! But not everyone has heeded the good 
news; for Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed what was heard from us? Thus faith comes from 
what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. But I ask, did they not 
hear? Certainly they did; for Their voice has gone forth to all the earth, and their words to the 
ends of the world. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 
 
The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul; The decree of the LORD is trustworthy, 
giving wisdom to the simple. 
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 
 
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The command of the LORD is clear, 
enlightening the eye. 
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 
The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; The ordinances of the LORD are true, all of them 
just. 
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 
 
They are more precious than gold, than a heap of purest gold; Sweeter also than syrup or honey 
from the comb. 
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:18-22 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, 
and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, 
“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed 
him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and 



his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called 
them, and immediately they left their boat and their father  and followed him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Feast of Andrew the Apostle 
 
We don’t know much about the apostles other than what is written in the scriptures. Most of 
the details about Andrew come from the scant references to him in the gospels and the Acts of 
the Apostles. However, the Catholic Church has two sources of revelation. We have Scripture 
and Tradition. Scripture is the written Word. Tradition is what is handed on and accepted by the 
Church. When it comes to the apostles, I like to focus on what we read. To know what Tradition 
holds, there’s always Butler’s Lives of the Saints or Wikipedia. This is a reflection on today’s 
scriptures not a lesson on the saints. 
 
Having said that, I like to focus as well on what the twelve are called. The twelve are those who 
accompanied Jesus on his journeys and mission. The synoptic gospels told us that all of the 
twelve deserted Jesus and left him to suffer and die alone. We have a tendency to uphold these 
twelve men as being special. What we actually read about them is much different. They were as 
fallible as are we. They were human, just like us. That’s the reason we remember them. Jesus 
saved, forgave and led them to eternal life. That’s our hope. Only the gospel of John has Jesus’ 
supporters standing near the cross. The Beloved disciple is the only one of the twelve who 
remained by Jesus’ side. He, however, is never named in the gospel text. We assume him to be 
John, the son of Zebedee for we attribute John’s gospel to him. Since he’s never named, can we 
know for sure? 
 
As the twelve, they are Jesus’ intimate traveling companions; those closest to him. They are 
also called Jesus’ disciples. A disciple is one who learns from a master or teacher. Eventually, 
when their discipleship is over, they will carry on the master’s reaching and vision after he or 
she is gone. At one point in the gospel, when Jesus saw them to be ready, he sent them out to 
preach, teach and heal. Then they became apostles for an apostle is one who is sent out on 
mission. That’s what the original Greek word means. They became the first of the Church’s 
missionaries. 
 
Although their biographies are details that enquiring people seek to know, such details are not 
the concern of scripture. These details come to us through the traditions handed down to us. 
The gospels concern the mission, message and ministry of Jesus. Acts, Revelation and the 
Epistles concern themselves with the message of the gospel and how to live it. The most 
important element of the lives of the apostles stems from their mission to preach the gospel 
and serve God’s people. They carried on Jesus’ mission post Easter and post Pentecost. This 
mission has carried on to this day and is now our concern as members of Jesus’ Church. 
 
The words of Paul describe the vision of his mission and ministry. Paul liked to relate how he 
refrained from boasting, because it was futile to elevate himself. Christ and the Good News 
were Paul’s central themes; if he boasted, it was for the purpose of preaching Jesus. Here, as 
written, he has elevated his mission, which was Jesus’ mission handed on to him, to preach the 
gospel message. He has not said that he embodied this vision; he has described the mission. He 



declared it to be a universal, or catholic, vision; one for every believer. In this sense, Andrew’s 
mission is our concern. He was one of the first to spread the gospel, or good news of Jesus to a 
waiting world. We are Andrew’s successors by nature of our faith in Jesus and our baptism into 
Christ. 
 
Today’s gospel has told us the story of Andrew’s call. Matthew related few details about him. 
We know that he was Simon’s, also known as Peter, a nickname meaning Rocky, brother. Who 
was older, the scriptures do not say. We also know that, at least in Matthew, they were the first 
two, called before the other brothers, the sons of Zebedee, James and John. We also know 
what these four did for a living. They were fishermen. The important element, aside from Jesus’ 
call to follow him, is that they answered and followed. They left their work and families to do 
so. In this passage, they embodied Paul’s message to become the people who carried the Word 
to the world. 
 
This has always sounded odd. The Zebedee boys worked for their father in support of the family 
and the family business. Later in the gospel story, Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law. From 
that we learn that Peter had a wife. If there was a Mrs. Peter, chances are they had kids too. I 
had always wondered that if to follow Jesus, their families would be left destitute as a result. 
They were the bread-winners or fish winners. This has always bothered me. Why would Jesus’ 
mission, which included care for the poor, result in poverty for the twelve disciples’ families? 
 
I have read several articles and have seen a few documentaries of the discovery of a First 
Century fishing village on the shores of the Lake of Galilee. It turns out that, as today, people 
could make a good living off commercial fishing. The houses of the village were spacious and 
had tiled floors. These guys weren’t poor; they had affluence. Fishing, in the Lake of Galilee, still 
continues and is seasonal. Chances are that it was in Jesus day as well. People still enjoy 
seafood and it’s rather expensive. I suspect that market price was valid then too. 
 
There are many details that are omitted in the gospel. Its purpose is to proclaim Jesus mission 
of salvation and not to be an intimate history or biography. As Jesus traveled from town to 
town did he do this in the off season? This is a detail that is omitted in the gospel. The gospel’s 
concern is, well, the gospel’s spread. We have heard that Andrew heard Jesus call and 
responded to it by following Jesus to become a disciple. Only later, after Jesus death, 
resurrection and ascension would the Holy Spirit enter his life. The small community of 
believers would become the Church post Easter and Pentecost. 
 
As Andrew became an apostle and helped spread the gospel throughout his life, eventually he 
died. When he died, he died in faith. Because of his faith in God and in Jesus, God’s son, he 
received salvation through the forgiveness of sin and the promise of eternal life. Through faith, 
he now shares eternal life in Christ. We call him Holy; or, in English, a Saint. We do not hold him 
up as a hero. We see in him an example of faith and our mission. We believe because of his 
faith. We also believe in God and Jesus. Salvation, by faith, is ours. The promise of eternal life 
lies ahead of us upon our death. We have inherited faith, salvation and the promise of eternal 
life with Jesus in the Kingdom of God. We also share in Andrew’s mission to preach and give 
witness to the gospel in a world that needs Christ. His mission is now ours. 
 



Jesus called the twelve each by name. How did Jesus call us? We believe by the grace of God. 
We belong to Christ by nature of our baptism. How we have received the call is not so 
important as is our response. We have the call and live it. Reading this reflection may not be 
exactly the same as a life as a missionary or an apostle, but it is a sign of our faith. We strive to 
follow Jesus through God’s gift of faith. We believe and share the life of Christ. Christ’s life has 
saved us, forgives our sins, given us the promise of eternal life in God’s Kingdom and a share in 
Jesus mission and ministry. We now spread the gospel by our witness in what we say and do 
throughout our lives. 
 
May Christ be our life that we share with others. 
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