
Readings for Tuesday in the Octave of Christmas 
 
FIRST READING: 1 John 2:3-11 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John: 
 
 Beloved: The way we may be sure that we know Jesus is to keep his commandments. 
Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him. But whoever keeps his word, the love of God is truly perfected in him. This is the way 
we may know that we are in union with him: whoever claims to abide in him ought to walk just 
as he walked. Beloved, I am writing no new commandment to you but an old commandment 
that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard. And 
yet I do write a new commandment to you, which holds true in him and among you, for the 
darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining. Whoever says he is in the light, 
yet hates his brother, is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother remains in the light, and 
there is nothing in him to cause a fall. Whoever hates his brother is in darkness; he walks in 
darkness and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice! 
 
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all you lands. Sing to the LORD; bless his name.  
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice! 
 
Announce his salvation, day after day. Tell his glory among the nations; among all peoples, his 
wondrous deeds. 
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice! 
 
The LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty go before him; praise and grandeur are in 
his sanctuary. 
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice! 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-35 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, the 
parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer 
the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the 
law of the Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was 
righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen 
the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and 



blessed God, saying: “Lord, now let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled: my 
own eyes have seen the salvation which you prepared in the sight of every people, a light to 
reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother 
were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday in the Octave of Christmas 
 
An old commandment or a new one; about what was John writing? When one breaks a 
commandment, one sins. There must be justice for sin, right? For us justice is punishment. 
Sinners must face the music and accept their fate. That’s the story of our society. The righteous 
are set against those who do evil. Wait a minute; exactly who is righteous? Aren’t we all 
sinners? Only God is righteous. Sinners go to hell and remain in horrible torment for all eternity 
as punishment. Is that what we all can expect to experience when we die? That’s bad news; 
God’s Word is good news. 
 
Fortunately for sinners, us and everyone, God did something completely different. He sent 
Jesus to be our savior. Jesus revealed to us mercy. Our judgment is punitive. God’s justice is 
mercy and compassion. Our sins lead us to Jesus. Jesus reveals to us God’s love. God’s love is 
infinite, eternal and unconditional. God has made each one of us all members of the one, 
human race, in God’s image and likeness. When God looks at us and into our depths, what does 
God see? Does God see our faults, flaws, weakness and sin? Does God see our evil? As in the 
book of Genesis, God sees that we are good, for God sees God in each of us. 
 
For a society who pursues criminals and seeks to incarcerate and punish them, this flies in the 
face of our righteous indignation. Do sinners get off scot-free? Yes, we do. The gospel is based 
upon Jesus’ mission to die on the cross. God became a human being in Jesus. Jesus took upon 
himself all our sins and died for them. Jesus faced and accepted the death penalty for the sake 
of us sinners. We can go so far as not having to face guilt for that either. God did this for us out 
of an unlimited, unfettered and unconditional amount of love. We accept this as a freely given 
gift of God as is our life, faith, family, talents and friends. We see that there is no free lunch in 
life. For God all of creation, the cosmos and each of us is a free lunch. 
 
We take for granted the commandments, laws and rules as part of the price of living. We take 
our responsibility for following them seriously. Yet, even still, how many of us exceed the speed 
limit when we drive or do a rolling stop at a stop sign or right turn on red? For those a cop can 
give us a ticket and we, for our part, must pay the fine. In our heart of hearts, when we sin, God 
seeks to forgive us, always. This newness is not new for this message is the basis for the Old and 
New Testaments of the Bible. It is new for each of us when we hear and accept what God offers 
us; Jesus and the salvation he won by his death on the cross. 
 
John’s passage, this morning, is about our living response as we accept God’s offer. The Good 
News of this message has changed us and continues to change us. What we think, feel, say and 



do reflects our conversion of life into the image and likeness of God. God is love. We are 
transformed into love. This is the new commandment and new way to live that John has 
preached. It’s not here completely. We await and strive for the Kingdom of God. Fulfillment will 
arrive when Jesus returns. In the meantime, we can trust in the love of God. 
 
Today’s Gospel is from Luke. Only two of the four gospels have the story of Jesus’ birth. 
Matthew is the other. Mark began his gospel with John the Baptist’s message, “Make straight 
the Way of the Lord; Repent.” Jesus appeared on the scene fully grown as an adult and ready to 
begin his mission to preach, teach, heal and die on the cross. John’s gospel began with and 
origin story that wasn’t about Jesus beginning. Jesus always was from before creation with and 
as God. He showed that salvation was always the core of God’s plan. 
 
Matthew and Luke tell stories that don’t always agree on details. They have different purposes 
for their narration. Matthew wrote his gospel for a community that was primarily Jewish. His 
goal was to show that Jesus fulfilled the Law and the Prophets. He wanted to be clear that Jesus 
was indeed the promised Messiah of Scripture and Tradition. Luke wrote his gospel for the 
pagan, Gentile converts to Christianity. All of the gospels were written in Common Greek which 
was the Lingua Franca of their day. 
 
Luke’s gospel’s language and grammar is the most literate of the New Testament’s writings. He 
attempted to show that the Holy Spirit worked to bring about God’s plan. Jesus’ life and mission 
culminated with his Journey to Jerusalem. Jesus was led there by the Spirit to fulfill his mission 
and offer his life as a sacrifice to redeem us all. 
 
Luke was a Gentile himself and did not have a really good grasp on Jewish tradition. He has 
transposed two, separate Jewish rituals, purification and presentation together. Purification 
was reserved for the mother. It was to be performed within forty days of the birth. Purification 
was necessary for the mother to resume her normal, religious life. Purity was an important part 
of Jewish life. Doing the dishes, taking baths and house cleaning were raised up to the level of 
divine ritual and are still necessary in the life of faithful Jews. Hygiene and good health are 
rooted in community life. This comes out of the Bedouin tradition. It also comes out of sense 
that they were God’s people. Their ritual washings were the way God protected them and kept 
them healthy. 
 
There is more about this that is irrelevant to this reflection and is available on Google as Jewish 
purification. 
 
Presentation involved something else. The first-born son was and is an important person in 
Jewish religious and cultural tradition. Not only was he the heir and the one to keep alive a long 
line of family, He was to be dedicated as a servant of God. He was to be offered in service for 
life. The offering of the family was to redeem the first born from God to take his role in his 
family. The offering could be money or an animal sacrifice. The offering was from the family to 
God. Since God has no use for either of these things, they supported the operation and 
maintained God’s Temple and shrines. For a burnt offering, the animal would be roasted. Its 
aroma would go to God and the meat went to feed the priests and attendants. 
 



All of this may have been unnecessary for Jesus entered full tilt into God’s service as he fulfilled 
the mission of God’s salvation. We also know that Jesus is actually God’s only begotten son. The 
Holy Spirit is also at work in this passage. The Spirit led a holy-man, Simeon to arrive on cue. His 
blessing is not what we would expect. There is an ominous leaning to his words. Simeon told 
prayed that after seeing Jesus and recognizing him as the Messiah, his life was complete and he 
could now die in peace. His eyes have seen God’s Salvation. Jesus, he said, was the Light to the 
Nations and the Glory of Israel. He also added that Jesus would be both rise and fall of many in 
Israel and a sign of contradiction. He predicted that Mary would experience pain in life. To me 
this blessing seems to contain an equal amount of curse. 
 
Is that so? It reveals a deep and unwelcomed truth. Life is tough. We all know this. The blessing 
is also deep and not always recognized. God is our help and strength to cope. God remained 
with Jesus, Mary and Joseph in good times and in bad. God had seen them through scandal, a 
housing crisis and a myriad of other woes. God brought them to the Temple and Simeon to 
them. God has never left them alone. In that way their woes and sorrows would also reveal the 
glory of God. 
 
The closing line of today’s gospel passage, “… so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed,” is for each of us. This blessing of Simeon, God intended for us who read it now. It 
reveals to us that God is always near. God has seen us to this moment through God’s 
providence. Hopefully, our witness in faith to others shows God’s light. God’s glory is in our 
knowing God’s presence in our ups and downs. We, like Jesus, Mary and Joseph are never 
alone. God is near even if God feels far away. We live by our faith, not our feelings. 
 
I pray that the holidays have left you well and that the health and safety of family and 
community are your highest priority. 
 
James D. Beath 
December 29, 2020 


