
Reflection for Thursday of the 33rd Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Revelation 5:1-10 
 
A reading from the Book of Revelation: 
 
 I, John, saw a scroll in the right hand of the one who sat on the throne. It had writing on both sides and was 
sealed with seven seals. Then I saw a mighty angel who proclaimed in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the 
scroll and break its seals?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to 
examine it. I shed many tears because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to examine it. One of the 
elders said to me, “Do not weep. The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed, enabling him to 
open the scroll with its seven seals.” Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne and the four living creatures 
and the elders a Lamb that seemed to have been slain. He had seven horns and seven eyes; these are the seven 
spirits of God sent out into the whole world. He came and received the scroll from the right hand of the one who 
sat on the throne. When he took it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. 
Each of the elders held a harp and gold bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of the holy ones. They sang 
a new hymn: “Worthy are you to receive the scroll and break open its seals, for you were slain and with your Blood 
you purchased for God those from every tribe and tongue, people and nation. You made them a kingdom and 
priests for our God, and they will reign on earth.” 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b 
The Lamb has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
 
Sing to the LORD a new song of praise in the assembly of the faithful. Let Israel be glad in their maker, let the 
children of Zion rejoice in their king. 
The Lamb has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
 
Let them praise his name in the festive dance, let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. For the LORD 
loves his people, and he adorns the lowly with victory. 
The Lamb has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
 
Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy upon their couches; Let the high praises of God be in their 
throats. This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia. 
The Lamb has made us a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
 
Gospel: Luke 19:41-44 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 As Jesus drew near Jerusalem, he saw the city and wept over it, saying, “If this day you only knew what makes 
for peace, but now it is hidden from your eyes. For the days are coming upon you when your enemies will raise a 
palisade against you; they will encircle you and hem you in on all sides. They will smash you to the ground and your 
children within you, and they will not leave one stone upon another within you because you did not recognize the 
time of your visitation.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thursday of the 33rd Week of the Year 
 
Today’s reading from Revelation has a more fantastic backdrop to the scripture’s message. What has caught our 
attention in this passage? Do we want to know what the four living creatures are? Do we want to know what the 
seven seals mean? Ingmar Bergman wrote and directed the movie, “The Seventh Seal.” What is the lamb with all 
those eyes and horns? Why the number four? What is worthiness? What’s in the scroll? Enquiring people want to 
know. The four living creatures have roots in the book of Ezekiel. He describes four creatures too. They are all 
winged, a lion, bull, an eagle and a young man. These can be God’s attendants or bodyguards, cherubim. These 
same creatures are the symbols of the four evangelists; Matthew - the young man, Mark – the lion, Luke – the bull 



and John – the eagle. As to the number four, there are four winds, corners of the earth (even though we know the 
earth is a sphere) and the four cardinal directions. The gospel message will reach all people in all directions. 
 
Why did people use scrolls? Scrolls contained a message. The bible was a scroll, and in synagogues it still is. A scroll 
contains written words. The bible is the word of God to be read and revealed to God’s people. The gospel of John 
opens; telling us that the Word is Jesus, the son of God and Messiah. If the scroll was private it would be sealed as 
we seal letters. God’s Word is meant to be revealed to the world through Jesus. 
 
The lamb, in Judaism, was and is the symbol of salvation. It refers to the lamb that is killed, roasted, served and 
eaten at the Passover Seder Meal. It represents how the angel of the Lord “passed over” the homes of the 
Hebrews whose doors were marked with lamb’s blood and slew the first-born of the Egyptians. Thus the Exodus of 
Israel began which led God’s people to freedom and the Promised Land. The Pascal Lamb died to save and feed 
God’s people. Jesus is our Pascal Lamb. Horns are found on rams not lambs. Here they represent the maturity of 
God’s plan and the Godliness and power of Jesus. The seven eyes can represent the all knowing and all seeing God. 
They also relate to the seven churches that book revelation addressed. God’s Spirit was with them. 
 
Only God is worthy. Only God could die for our sins as incarnate as a human being. Jesus broke the bonds, or seals, 
of sin and death. Through the cross we have God’s forgiveness and the promise of eternal life and the Kingdom of 
God. When we sing hymns, we gather as the Church, the Body and Blood of Jesus in worship. This vision sounds 
liturgical too. Elders are the ones who believe. We believe. The Greek word for elder is presbyter. To us presbyter 
means priest. I am an ordained priest. Before that I was a priest by Baptism. Part of the baptismal ritual includes an 
anointing of perfumed oil, chrism, on the crown of the head. “As Christ was anointed priest, prophet and king, so 
may you live as a member of his body, sharing everlasting life.” This is the prayer prayed over the one baptized. 
We are all priests by nature of our Baptism. If I weren’t baptized, I could never be ordained a priest. The Church 
needs the fullness of priesthood to exist and function. This passage implies the gathering together in Christ of all 
believers. 
 
The scroll contains the names of all those redeemed by Jesus, the Lamb of God. Jesus died for you and me and the 
entire human race. Is it just the names of believers? Faith and salvation are God’s gift. All people have come from 
God and are God’s beloved children made in God’s image and likeness. We believe in and strive for God’s Kingdom. 
We have to believe in hell, but we, who believe and entrust ourselves to God’s eternal and unconditional mercy do 
not have to believe anyone is there. 
 
One thing is necessary for salvation: faith. In the gospel we hear, “For this is how God loved the world: he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” Faith is a gift from God. 
We believe because we have received that gift. Faith is the sign of eternal life and salvation. God forgives us 
because of the gift we received. 
 
God reveals his plan to us. Jesus is the means of God’s revelation. God became one like us and, though sinless, 
took upon himself all our sins and died for them. The cross is the sign of our salvation. Aside from all the fantastic 
imagery and special effects in this passage, this is the message. This is the Good News of our Salvation. 
 
Today we are besieged like Jerusalem was. A pandemic rages claiming ever more people to the virus and possible 
death. We are divided by our opinions and ethnicity. Over COVID 19 we have no control. With God’s grace we may 
control ourselves and our behavior. We can learn the lesson that you don’t have to be wrong for me to be right. 
There are as many paths to the Kingdom as there are numbers of us. We can all keep adequate social distance, 
wash our hands and wear a mask in public. These are not impossible things to do, with God’s help. We can seek 
God’s presence in all we meet. God is present in all God’s beloved children, which includes the entire human race. 
 
The image of Jesus, in today’s gospel is powerful. In the face of people’s pain, suffering and sorrow, Jesus wept. He 
knows what we go through. Jesus knows the cost of living and dying. He went that path as we do. Can we 
recognize him in our time, now, of visitation? 
 
May you keep others safe by keeping yourself safe. 
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