
Fourth Sunday of Lent Readings and Reflections  
 
FIRST READING: Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
 
A reading from the first Book of Samuel: 
 The LORD said to Samuel: “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, for I have chosen my king from among his sons.” As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, 
Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him.” But the LORD said 
to Samuel: “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him. Not 
as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the LORD looks into the heart.” In the 
same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 
chosen any one of these.” Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” Jesse replied, 
“There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not 
begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.” Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. 
He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance. The LORD said, “There—
anoint him, for this is the one!” Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in the 
presence of his brothers; and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6. 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures he gives me repose; beside restful waters 
he leads me; he refreshes my soul. 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for 
you are at my side With your rod and your staff that give me courage. 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
for years to come. 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of 
light, for light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth. Try to learn what is 
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them, for it is 
shameful even to mention the things done by them in secret; but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says: “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 
 
 The word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so 
that the works of God might be made visible through him. We have to do the works of the one who sent 
me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, and smeared the 
clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.” (which means Sent) So he went and 
washed, and came back able to see. His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, 
“Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is, ” but others said, “No, he just looks like 
him.” He said, “I am.” So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He replied, “The man called 
Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went there and 
washed and was able to see.” And they said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I don’t know.” They 
brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on 
a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. He said to them, “He put clay 
on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.” So some of the Pharisees said,  “This man is not from 
God, because he does not keep the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?” 
And there was a division among them. So they said to the blind man again, “What do you have to say 
about him, since he opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” Now the Jews did not believe that he 
had been blind and gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his 
sight. They asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now see?” His 
parents answered and said, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. We do not know 
how he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for 
himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ, he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this 
reason his parents said, “He is of age; question him.” So a second time they called the man who had 
been blind and said to him, “Give God the praise! We know that this man is a sinner.” He replied, “If he 
is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.” So they said to him, 
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already and you 
did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?” They 
ridiculed him and said, “You are that man’s disciple; we are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke 
to Moses, but we do not know where this one is from.” The man answered and said to them, “This is 
what is so amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God 
does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. It is unheard of that 
anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he would not be 
able to do anything.” They answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to 
teach us?” Then they threw him out. When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in 
him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “I do believe, 
Lord,” and he worshiped him. Then Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who 
do not see might see, and those who do see might become blind.” Some of the Pharisees who were with 
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, ‘We see, ‘so your sin remains. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 



Reflections  from Fr. Beath 
 
 
Each time John’s gospel of the Man Born Blind comes up, I remember, when I was a kid, that it was my 
second least favorite gospel. My least favorite was the passion. They seemed, as a child, absolutely 
endless. This gospel of the Man Born Blind was also so repetitive. How many times did that poor man 
have to recite the details of his healing? More importantly, as a child, how many times did I have to hear 
it?  
 
Today, all grown up and a priest, this is one of my favorite gospels, as the passion is as well. Forgive me, 
but I can see Monty Python doing this story as a skit! There are three points in the dialogue I find funny 
or at least ironic. 
 
First, when the authorities initially interrogate the Man Born Blind, people who can clearly see who this 
guy is! He’s the local blind beggar. Yet they ask if it’s really him or someone who looks like him. It’s like 
Superman putting on a pair of glasses to become Clark Kent! People always recognize me as me when I 
remove my glasses. 
 
Second, the authorities interrogate the man’s parents. How could his parents, who raised him from birth 
and watched their baby grow up, be mistaken about his blindness? This is a small community. The 
authorities are locals too. They knew this guy too! 
 
The third one, at which I have sometimes laughed an often smiled, is the exchange as the authorities 
want to know the identity of the one who gave sight to the Man Born Blind. Quick as thought, the man 
retorts, “why, do you want to become his followers, too?” That’s one of the best punch lines in the 
bible. 
 
There is also something completely absurd about the entire premise of the story. Jesus has just 
performed a spectacular miracle. This man was born blind. Jesus has just healed this man. He gave him 
eyesight for the first time in his life!  This is an extraordinary event. How often could this happen? On 
what do the authorities focus? Jesus healed the man on a Sabbath. Good Lord, how petty can people 
be? 
 
So why would the authorities focus on when Jesus performed this sign? The Sabbath has strict 
restrictions on what people may or may not do. The Sabbath is the seventh day of the week, the day 
when God rested from creating creation. On the Sabbath any work is forbidden for man and beast. God 
rested, so God’s people rest too. In our society today, we have two states: work and escape from work. 
The Sabbath provides a third state, a middle ground between work and no work. The Sabbath is to rest 
in, through and with God together with God’s people. 
 
There a few anomalies in this story as well. Jewish tradition also requires the care and feeding of 
beggars, especially on a Sabbath. The faithful could invite him in for the Sabbath meal. According to the 
story, we know he had a family: a mother and a father. Where were they? The Man Born Blind could 
have with them at home. His parents, during their interrogation tried to put distance between 
themselves and their son. They seem so cold toward him. Saving their reputation in the community with 
the authorities trumped parental love. Why are the authorities actively investigating this event, on the 
Sabbath? Isn’t an investigation work too? I find this detail an ironic absurdity and a double standard.  
 
There were restrictions on how far people could walk on the Sabbath. People can walk to and from the 
synagogue only for the Sabbath service and nothing more. Here’s what irritated them.  
 



The Man Born Blind was at work; he was begging near a religious shrine, the Pool of Siloam. Work is 
forbidden, even for a beggar.  
 
Jesus was out walking too. From where Jesus came and to where Jesus went is unclear. Was Jesus alone 
or with the twelve disciples? The story doesn’t say. Jesus is there at the beginning and returns at the 
end. Jesus also makes clay on the Sabbath with his spit. Then he smears it on the man’s eyes. These 
actions were all outside of what the Sabbath law permits to be done. Jesus, in performing these acts, 
worked a miracle. Jesus’ works, based on his compassion, seemed to be done specifically to irritate the 
authorities. 
 
Elsewhere in the Gospels, we hear the the Sabbath was made for us. We were not made for the 
Sabbath. The Sabbath is for people’s good. Jesus realizes that so is healing. The Sabbath can heal us. 
 
The authorities seemed blind to the works of God in their midst. They were blind to the love and grace 
of God as well. They were quick to judge. They were also blind to their hypocrisy as they investigated 
and interrogated witnesses.  
 
Perhaps seeing is not just about eyesight, but insight. Our sense of eyesight allows us be aware of the 
world around us. Vision can allow us to see what is beneath the surface as well. Sometimes we can 
sense how people feel and know what they need. We can see the world with eyes of compassion.  
 
Jesus made a tremendous event happen. The authorities do not focus on this act of God in their midst 
but find fault in trivial matters. They look for infractions of Mosaic Law, which is like seizing defeat from 
the jaws of victory. What happened and what lies within the words of this Gospel have profound 
implications. 
 
At the end of the story, we hear what it can mean. The Man Who Now Can See knows that some one 
has healed and saved him from a life of begging. Who does he see? The Man Who Can Now see sees 
Jesus. 
 
This is not just a story. It is the Gospel, the Good News which imparts the Word of God. I have read this 
message many times. Each time I have the same reaction. I can get righteous! Those lousy authorities 
are short sighted, petty, and mean spirited. They show no compassion. Those rotten parents don’t seem 
to care about their own son. They let him live on the street for God’s sake! 
 
The only two characters who seem to be good people are the Man Born Blind and Jesus. 
 
What don’t I see? That’s the question to ask. It is the wrong approach to judge. Self righteousness is the 
easy way. As soon as I label and judge, haven’t I just become like those I’ve judged? I have my own blind 
spots. 
 
The message is for me too. How and what do I see? 
 
This prayer can help: Lord, what do you want me to see? What do you try to show me?  
 
Theology, history and trivia are not the things the gospel is meant to impart. As a preacher, it is easy to 
hide behind the things I know. What I know can allow me to miss the meaning of this gospel. The 
purpose of God’s Word is to challenge us. God wants us to change. 
 
How can I look at the authorities and the parents, in the story with renewed vision? Aren’t they God’s 
children too? Yes, they are! Does he love them? Of course he does! How does God see each of us? 



When God looks at each of us God sees God. God made each person in God’s image and likeness. Each 
human being is a beloved child of God. For me to like some one or not has no effect whatever upon 
God’s relationship with them. God loves our enemies as God loves us. How about when we sin? God 
sent us Jesus! All any of us need is Faith in God and in the one God sent, Jesus! In faith, God forgives us. 
Our challenge from this gospel is to see as God sees. We can see through the eyes of Faith. 
 
I’ve written a few of these reflections so far. It is not the same as preaching. When I began preaching in 
1978, as a deacon, I wrote out my homilies, wanting to be clear. By the time I was ordained a priest, a 
year later, I wrote an outline to keep myself on track. After five years of preaching, I wrote an opening 
line and a closing line to know how to start and where to stop. Today, I’ve only written homilies when I 
have to preach in Spanish because I’m not fluent and haven’t the words (I write with a dictionary and 
Google Translate). I find getting up to speak without any notes a gift; a gift from God. I do my 
preparation which takes days. I read the scriptures and commentaries. I pray about what I’ve read. I 
reflect and meditate on what it can mean. I try to connect God’s word to living Life. By God’s grace, I do 
this more often than not. Believe me that it is a grace of God. 
 
To preach one must have relationships with God and the congregation. Preaching, though not a 
conversation because its something the preacher does for the congregation, is a communal action. 
There’s response. The congregation can convey understanding, empathy and hope. It is something I 
miss. Forty years ago I stood before a congregation with fear. Today I miss a congregation. Social 
distancing is difficult for us all. May God keep you tightly in his arms. 
 
Rev. James D. Beath 
March 20, 2020 


