
Fourth Week of Easter Tuesday Readings  

 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 11:19-26 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 Those who had been scattered by the persecution that arose because of Stephen went as 
far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but Jews. There were some 
Cypriots and Cyrenians among them, however, who came to Antioch and began to speak to the 
Greeks as well, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with them and a great 
number who believed turned to the Lord. The news about them reached the ears of the Church 
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to go to Antioch. When he arrived and saw the grace of 
God, he rejoiced and encouraged them all to remain faithful to the Lord in firmness of heart, for 
he was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and faith. And a large number of people was 
added to the Lord. Then he went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him he 
brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the Church and taught a large number 
of people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 
All you nations, praise the Lord. 
 
His foundation upon the holy mountains the LORD loves: The gates of Zion, more than any 
dwelling of Jacob. Glorious things are said of you, O city of God! 
All you nations, praise the Lord. 
 
I tell of Egypt and Babylon among those who know the LORD; Of Philistia, Tyre, Ethiopia: “This 
man was born there.” And of Zion they shall say: “One and all were born in her; And he who has 
established her is the Most High LORD.” 
All you nations, praise the Lord. 
 
They shall note, when the peoples are enrolled: “This man was born there.” And all shall sing, in 
their festive dance: “My home is within you.” 
All you nations, praise the Lord. 
ALLELUIA John 10:27 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 The feast of the Dedication was taking place in Jerusalem. It was winter. And Jesus walked 
about in the temple area on the Portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said 
to him, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
Jesus answered them, “I told you and you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name 
testify to me. But you do not believe, because you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my 
voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No 



one can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, 
and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
Tuesday 4th Week of Easter Reflection 
 
 
The theme of persecution or hardship is a common theme throughout the bible, both in the 
New and Old Testaments. From Genesis through Revelation there are wars, pestilence, 
persecutions, murders and violence. People have found the hand of God in the cause and 
healing of these atrocities. We too suffer with these things. Our knee-jerk reaction is to ask why 
these things happen. Our response can be, when we see others experiencing hardship, better 
them than me. We can also ask why not me. We can have compassion for those who suffer as 
well. We are complicated people. 
 
In the continuing story in the Acts of the Apostles, we heard of the story of Stephen, the first 
martyr. We have been introduced to the killer hit-man, Saul. We heard Saul’s dramatic 
conversion to Jesus as he was on the road to Damascus. Today we hear of other events that 
unfold. Jews and believers in Jesus are now two separate groups. The believers are now called 
Christians. Saul gets recruited to become a missionary or apostle. Who knew, at the moment of 
Stephan’s death, that this would happen? 
 
Who knew that after Jesus’ bloody, painful death he would rise from the dead? Easter brought 
a new way to interpret the horrors the world brings. Death is not necessarily the end. God may 
have surprises for us. Looking back on the stories of the bible, one can interpret the stories 
through eyes of faith. With those eyes we can see the movement of God unfold. There are 
people all over the world. Had not Adam and Eve sinned, people would be living only within the 
Garden of Eden. The richness of culture, ethnicity and divergence would not have enriched the 
world. We wouldn’t be the people we are. If the people Israel and Judah had not been carried 
off by the Assyrians and Babylonians into captivity, Judaism would have remained a local, ethnic 
religion. Instead the Jewish Faith has enriched the entire world. It is likely that if Diaspora had 
never happened, Christianity and then Islam would never have been born. 
 
It is difficult, in moments of pain and sorrow to know where the grief can lead. For the rest of 
the Acts of the Apostles, the story will revolve around the young man named Saul. He will 
become Paul. The text never tells us how or why his name changed. It is possible that since he 
was ethnically and religiously Jewish, He would have a religious name. Saul was the name of the 
first Israelite King. He was also a Roman citizen having been born in Tarsus, a Roman colony. It 
also stands to reason that, as a Roman citizen, he would have a Roman name. Paulus was a 
Latin name. Paulus meant small or humble and was a surname. Paul often stressed his humility 
in Christ throughout Acts and in his letters. Tradition tells us that Paul was also short. Was 
Paulus Saul’s family surname or a nickname like Peter (rock or rocky) and Thomas (twin)? Was 
Paul Saul’s baptismal name? We will never know. 
 



Catastrophic trauma led, in this passage, down a path that led to us today. It shows that we too, 
in these days, inflicted by the COVID 19 may experience changes that can lead to something 
unexpectedly new and good. We carry, as Paul wrote, in our bodies the dying and rising of 
Jesus. The basic tenant of the Christian faith we share is the death leads to resurrection and 
eternal life. Newness can only occur, in our lives, when something old ends. 
 
Our experience of the threat of illness and death from the coronavirus pandemic can be 
pervasive and perhaps overwhelming. For those of us at high risk, any encounter we have can 
be a mortal threat. Those infected with no symptoms can carry the virus to loved ones. As 
infection rates continue to rise by thousands, the death toll will also rise. We have not yet 
reached the peak of the pandemic. There is the hope of a possible treatment but a viable 
vaccine is at least a year away. The entire human race is at risk of the spread of this silent, 
invisible killer disease until a vaccine is available to all. Social distancing is painful for it flies in 
the face of our normal, human responses to stress. We are apart. Handshakes, hugs, shared 
meals and gathering as a family, community or church are all ways to transmit a lethal dose of 
potential death. 
 
In the face of this morbidity the reading today provides hope. Life springs from death. 
Catastrophe can lead to unexpected rewards. As the Early Church discerned God’s movement 
and plan, so can we. The story of scripture can provide an overlay through which we can 
interpret our present experience. Those ancient Christians trusted God and prayed the prayer 
of Jesus, “Thy will be done.” Can we trust and pray as well? 
 
We have an advantage, seemingly, over the people who gathered with Jesus in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. They didn’t believe Jesus to be the Messiah sent from God. We do. We did not 
witness his actual works and signs. We have never heard the sound of his voice. We have heard 
his word in scripture. We have known his works through the works of others. Other believers 
have given us witness, as we witness to them, of faith. God has given us, through his grace, as 
gifts to Jesus. We are all in Jesus’ hands. To envision ourselves and one another in Jesus’ loving 
hands may be the best we can do aside from washing our own hands.  
 
There are those little jingles people have used that last twenty seconds as they wash there 
hands. Some count the seconds, “one thousand one…” We can also think of twenty people we 
can remember and envision them in Jesus hands, since our hands cannot hold them. Jesus tells 
us that he and the Father are one. When we gather together in Christ we are also one with him 
and the Father. We cannot gather together, safely, today. This may be an ache. Where is Jesus 
now? We reserve the Eucharist in the tabernacle in church. The church and tabernacle are 
locked. Is Jesus locked up too? Is he keeping social distance too? No, Jesus is closer than the 
beating of our hearts and the breath we breathe. We are all created in the image and likeness 
of God. Our life is part of God’s life. Our faith in God and in the one God sent, Jesus is the sign 
of all us still, even while practicing social distancing, one with the Father Jesus. Togetherness 
we can know in spirit.  
 
I like to point out that the word spirit means breath. We all remember those who have died. As 
long as we have breath, we will remember. When we die others will remember us. This was the 
ancient form of eternal life as experienced by the people of Israel. One lived, after dying, 



through one’s children and descendants. I also like to point out that many Jewish people 
believe still this today. This is why the memory of the holocaust can be so important for many 
Jews today. Not only were three or four generations wiped out but generations all the way back 
to Abraham as well. I believe, even though I am not Jewish, as I remember the Holocaust those 
dead still live in me.  
 
In our prayers we can pray about many things, an effective treatment to COVID 19 for those 
who have contracted it, a vaccine to prevent the disease’s spread, those who are ill with it, 
those on the front lines for our safety, those at risk, those who have died, the families who 
mourn for the dead, those who from whom we actively keep distance and ourselves. Even 
though I still relish the solitude of social distancing, I do miss actually visiting with people. Zoom 
doesn’t really make it. Writing three reflections each week gives me a daily schedule that 
approximates a regular work day. For this activity I am grateful. Reflection and composing my 
thoughts and putting them to paper keep me from getting too squirrely. I especially remember 
you all on Tuesday, Thursday, every other Saturday (this coming Saturday) and Sunday when I 
celebrate mass. Please keep the three of us Jim Blazek, Rich LoBianco and me who live in the 
house for un-wed fathers in your prayers too. 
 
James D. Beath 
May 5, 2020 
 
 


