
Readings for Thursday the 20th Week of the Year  
 
FIRST READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 
A reading from the beginning of the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
 Paul, called to be an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 
to the Church of God that is in Corinth, to you who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be holy, with all those everywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their 
Lord and ours. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always on your account for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, 
that in him you were enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as the 
testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 
you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you firm to the end, 
irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and by him you were called 
to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 
I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
 
Every day will I bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. Great is the LORD and 
highly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. 
I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
 
Generation after generation praises your works and proclaims your might. They speak of the 
splendor of your glorious majesty and tell of your wondrous works. 
I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
 
They discourse of the power of your terrible deeds and declare your greatness. They publish the 
fame of your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your justice. 
I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 24:42-51 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will 
come. Be sure of this:  if the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also 
must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come. “Who, then, is 
the faithful and prudent servant, whom the master has put in charge of his household to 
distribute to them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master on 
his arrival finds doing so. Amen, I say to you, he will put him in charge of all his property. But if 
that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is long delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow 



servants, and eat and drink with drunkards, the servant’s master will come on an unexpected 
day and at an unknown hour and will punish him severely and assign him a place with the 
hypocrites, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thursday the 20th Week of the Year 
 
Histories are always written by the victor. Revisionist histories are as well, of at least the 
argument. I have always wondered how our history looks from God’s perspective. Is the bible 
written from God’s perspective? I began to study the bible when I was twelve. I’m about to be 
sixty seven. I have been a student of scripture for fifty five years. I know many things about it. I 
have gained many insights from it. The bible is my source for prayer and preaching. It has 
served me well and hopefully, through my preaching, I have done some justice to its message. 
Prophesy and parable promotes ambiguity. To discover what they mean and where they may 
lead is a variable process for upon each reading the insight may be new. 
 
Ezekiel shares God’s message and says that the very people who have profaned God will be 
God’s instruments of renewal. God will gather the people from foreign lands and restore them 
to their own land. This in fact never happened. Only a remnant did return. The rest remained in 
Diaspora bringing God to the lands where God’s people remained. As I write this, I am mindful 
that I write from a Christian perspective. I have a Catholic and priestly bias too, being a Catholic 
priest. I have to stop and actively recall that those who believe in God today span three 
religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Is this what God revealed through the prophet 
Ezekiel? Does anything happen that is not God’s will? Is asking these questions even relevant? I 
think it is. 
 
All Christians pray the prayer of Jesus, the Our Father. We all pray, speak and sometimes sing 
the words. “Thy kingdom come; thy will be done…” Was it God’s will that the Church Jesus 
founded to be, “one as the Father and I are one,” to become fractured, divided by politics, 
doctrine, theology and worship into Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox churches? I cannot say 
for certain. I lean, though, to believe that nothing happens without the hand and will of God. 
Even sin entered the human spirit to reveal Jesus to the world. Without our personal sins we 
would never know redemption, forgiveness and reconciliation for them. If it wasn’t for Adam 
and Eve, we would not be human. “To err is human; to forgive is divine.” 
 
What can shake our faith? Can this pandemic? Can the death of loved ones? Can illness? Can 
being broke or broken? How do we heal? Healing can happen without a cure. Pandemic and 
prejudice still rage. I still miss loved ones who have died. Yet, here I sit typing this reflection, in 
faith and still struggling to be faithful. The grace of God is indeed amazing. The movement of 
the Holy Spirit guides my thoughts as I compose and my fingers as I type. It may be too much to 
hope that my spelling, typing and use of grammar would improve. Thank God and Bill Gates for 
spell and grammar check. 
 
The movements of God may be mysterious; God’s motive and methods may remain unknown. I 
cannot fathom God’s mind for I cannot fathom, completely, my own. Life unfolds more each 
moment to reveal what will happen next with the possibility to reveal God to a pilgrim walking 



an unfamiliar path with tentative steps and sometimes taking a step into thin air with no visible 
means of support. This I know is the way of faith and the path of a believer. The Spirit of God 
leads me, conquering all my fears. 
 

Having said this, what of the man expelled into darkness from the king’s banquet for being too 
poor to have a suit? That seems heartless and a bit unfair! I have struggled with this story for 
years. The Old Testament is full of God’s dysfunction, but this from the mouth of Jesus our 
Savior? This is a tough one. When I was a kid, the priests and nuns always explained this story 
by saying that there were appropriate wedding suits provided at the door to the banquet. As I 
said, I have studied the bible for fifty five years. No where does it say that, not in scripture and 
not from what we know of the historical record. What gives? Is God truly dysfunctional and not 
all merciful? 
 

This is how I hear the story today. I have heard the gospel. I understand much its implications. 
The good news is part of me. I desire to serve God by serving God’s people. I try to live and give 
witness to Jesus. I believe. Faith is all we need for salvation. Faith changes the believer. Faith 
changes the way the believer lives life. 
 

Parables are symbolic. Jesus was rejected by some priests, elders, rabbis, Pharisees, Sadducees 
and scribes. Most of the early Church were and remained Jewish. Jesus and the apostles were 
Jewish. Paul states in his letters that he was a faithful Jew who believed in Jesus. Christianity 
was a Jewish sect like the Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes until 70-71AD when Rome 
destroyed Jerusalem, the temple and carried the inhabitants back to Rome as slaves. It was 
these Jewish slaves who built the Flavian Arena which we call today the Coliseum in Rome. Our 
liturgy has strong Jewish roots. We revere and read the Jewish bible as the Old Testament. The 
Church then became more and more Gentile as the communities of Christ spread. 
 

This movement is reflected in the parable. Instead of the intended guests responding to his 
invitation, the king invited the poor, lame, prostitutes and tax collectors instead. Those are the 
very people who built the early Church. Just receiving the invitation was not enough. When the 
king approached the man not dressed appropriately and asked him why he had no suit, the 
man remained silent. If that were me, I would have explained to the king that I lived under a 
viaduct in a corrugated box and was wearing the only clothes I’ve got. From my experience, 
God won’t turn away or shut out anyone who seeks mercy. The man said nothing and received 
nothing. I’ve also spent a lifetime going to confession until 1975 when I started receiving the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

I don’t want to explain away the shocking effect of the parable. I want to interpret it so it makes 
more sense. I see it from the perspective of a fellow sinner whom God forgives. Scripture tells 
us that God is love. God’s love is eternal and unconditional. When I was a kid, folks would say 
the story put the fear of God into you. I point out that we changed the wording of the particular 
gift of the Holy Spirit to wonder and awe. A parable is designed, through ambiguity, to help us 
to wonder for God is truly awesome. 
 

I hope this reading finds you wondering. I hope we can all work together and keep one another 
safe. Wear a mask in public. 
 

James D. Beath 
August 20, 2020 


