
Tuesday of the 9th Week of the Year Reading and Reflection 
 
FIRST READING: Peter 3:12-15a, 17-18 
 
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Peter: 
 
 Beloved: Wait for and hasten the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens 
will be dissolved in flames and the elements melted by fire. But according to his promise we 
await new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since 
you await these things, be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace. And 
consider the patience of our Lord as salvation. Therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, 
be on your guard not to be led into the error of the unprincipled and to fall from your own 
stability. But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 90:2, 3-4, 10, 14 and 16 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
Before the mountains were begotten and the earth and the world were brought forth, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
You turn man back to dust, saying, “Return, O children of men.” For a thousand years in your 
sight are as yesterday, now that it is past, or as a watch of the night.  
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
Seventy is the sum of our years, or eighty, if we are strong, And most of them are fruitless toil, 
for they pass quickly and we drift away. 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days. Let 
your work be seen by your servants and your glory by their children. 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
Gospel: Mark 12:13-17 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark: 
 
 Some Pharisees and Herodians were sent to Jesus to ensnare him in his speech. They came 
and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you are not concerned 
with anyone’s opinion. You do not regard a person’s status but teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth. Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not? Should we pay or 
should we not pay?” Knowing their hypocrisy he said to them, “Why are you testing me? Bring 
me a denarius to look at.” They brought one to him and he said to them, “Whose image and 



inscription is this?” They replied to him, “Caesar’s.” So Jesus said to them, “Repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” They were utterly amazed at him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Tuesday of the 9th Week of the Year Reflection 
 
Today’s first reading tells us the heavens will dissolve in flames and the element will melt at the 
Coming of the Lord. We, the faithful await new earth and heavens. The passage tells us to 
hasten that day. I don’t know about you, but this does not sound at all like good news. As I 
type, we still face a global pandemic of COVID 19. The fires of riots and looting still smolder as 
do the racial and ethnic tensions that fueled them. Some of our elected leaders insist on putting 
out these fires with gasoline. It seems as if we will self-destruct rather than be renewed by the 
Day of the Lord. We forget too easily that God has created only one human race in his image 
and likeness. We forget, too, that we all face these same problems. 
 
I tend to focus, when I hear of these trouble, to feel despair. There is no solution to our 
complex and mounting problems. Racial division and viruses do not evaporate as we would 
wish. Human compassion and patience are limited by weakness and fear. It is easy to become 
overwhelmed by the error of the unprincipled. We are people of faith, ones who believe. It is 
not the witness of unrepentant sinners that gives witness. We cannot be responsible for the 
behavior and attitudes of others. What is our witness to faith? We are responsible for our own 
attitudes and behavior. Where as we are not responsible for the behavior of others, we are 
responsible to others in the way we act. We are also responsible to God. We pray, in the Our 
Father, for God to forgive us. We also pray for God to forgive us as we forgive others. Jesus, as 
he explains the prayer to his disciples, tells us that if we cannot forgive, God will not forgive us. 
To become like Jesus, we must choose and adopt compassion and forgiveness for fellow 
sinners. Our brothers and sisters extend, by our faith in Jesus, to the entire human race. Jesus 
command is to love them, not like them. 
 
World wide, so far at this writing, 372,000 people have died of COVID 19. Here in the USA, 
106,000 people have died of it. Here in Illinois, there have been 5,390 deaths, so far. I pray each 
day for them and remember their families and those who loved them too. For the dead, I am 
powerless without prayer. For the living social distancing is still the best I can do. We can live, in 
that way, for the good of others. Through prayer I can place us all in God’s loving arms. To love 
and forgive sinners means placing them into God’s arms too. None of us deserves God’s love 
and forgiveness, for all of us are sinners. Jesus’ command is to love them. I don’t have to like 
them. To love is a choice. How can any of us hasten the Coming of the Lord? We can choose to 
follow God’s way. Jesus is the way and God is love. 
 
Having said this, Jesus gives witness to this very thing in today’s gospel. The two groups 
mentioned, the Pharisees and Herodians, were opposing forces. The Pharisees were a religious 
group who were centered on living Mosaic Law. They were based in small, local communities 
who gathered in a meeting hall called a synagogue. They had a rich liturgical life and the 
communities were led by a teacher called a rabbi. They worked to establish the Messianic Age 
and did not like being a Roman colony. The Herodians were primarily a political group who 



supported the king, Herod. Herod was a supporter of the Roman Occupation for Rome put him 
on his throne. With Jesus, they had common ground. They worked against him. Jesus spoke to 
them the truth. He did not answer in religious terms for Mosaic Law would not see paying tax 
to Rome as lawful. For Jesus to acknowledge that would be sedition. For Jesus to acknowledge 
the legitimacy of Roman rule would be heresy. He was in a double bind. His answer side-
stepped the trap they set for him. Jesus listened to both groups and heard their question 
knowing they set the trap. He understood their religious and political division. He also saw them 
as people, his brothers and sisters. I maintain that Jesus answer showed his choice to love and 
forgive. He gave witness to both groups. Jesus showed tolerance. 
 
The problems we face will not go away. The novel coronavirus is here to stay. Viruses exist to 
infect for that is their survival technique. Racial tension and division have a long history as part 
of the one, human race. Even though we all know that every human being is created by God in 
God’s own image and likeness we see people who are different. Each of us is God’s beloved 
child. Each of us is Jesus brother or sister. No one deserves God’s love or forgiveness, but God’s 
love and forgiveness are God’s unconditional gifts. As God chooses to give them to us, each of 
us can choose, with God’s grace, to share them even though we may not like those with whom 
we share the gifts. 
 
Over the weekend I listened to an interview on the radio. It was with a woman in her 80s. She 
and her husband live in a senior independent living institution. She is in good health and mind. 
He has dementia. Both are separated from their family. She said that, though in good health, 
she has begun to feel a bit hollow. Hollowness as a feeling struck me. I am only a phone call, 
email or text away from others. I keep a lighter but regular schedule each week. I celebrate 
mass by myself three to four times a week. I prepare three reflections for posting on the parish 
website. I have long finished the preparation of what would have been the Lenten series on the 
mass which I can resume when the threat of COVID 19 lessens. I do enjoy quiet and solitude, 
but I have to admit that as the days turn to weeks and the weeks turn to months, hollowness is 
a fine description of how I feel from time to time.  
 
As I have written about the choice to live by faith and not feelings, it is true. I feel hollow from 
time to time. These reflections help me to focus on faith. I may miss many things and many 
people, what I have is different. For seeing with eyes of faith and remembering those I miss 
helps to celebrate life. 
 
I hope you are well. I hope those you love are well. As we practice social distancing we actively 
care for each other. 
 
James D. Beath 
June 2, 2020 


