
Tuesday the 6th Week of Easter Readings 
 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 16:22-34 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:  
 
 The crowd in Philippi joined in the attack on Paul and Silas, and the magistrates had them 
stripped and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After inflicting many blows on them, they 
threw them into prison and instructed the jailer to guard them securely. When he received 
these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and secured their feet to a stake. About 
midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God as the prisoners listened, 
there was suddenly such a severe earthquake that the foundations of the jail shook; all the 
doors flew open, and the chains of all were pulled loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the 
prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, thinking that the 
prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted out in a loud voice, “Do no harm to yourself; we are all 
here.” He asked for a light and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and 
Silas. Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you and your household will be saved.” So they spoke the word 
of the Lord to him and to everyone in his house. He took them in at that hour of the night and 
bathed their wounds; then he and all his family were baptized at once. He brought them up into 
his house and provided a meal and with his household rejoiced at having come to faith in God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 
Your right hand saves me, O Lord. 
 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, for you have heard the words of my mouth; 
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise; I will worship at your holy temple, and give 
thanks to your name. 
Your right hand saves me, O Lord. 
 
Because of your kindness and your truth, you have made great above all things your name and 
your promise. When I called, you answered me; you built up strength within me. 
Your right hand saves me, O Lord. 
 
Your right hand saves me. The LORD will complete what he has done for me; your kindness, O 
LORD, endures forever; forsake not the work of your hands. 
Your right hand saves me, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 16:5-11 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Now I am going to the one who sent me, and not one of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I told you this, grief has filled your hearts. But I tell you 



the truth, it is better for you that I go. For if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to you. But 
if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes he will convict the world in regard to sin and 
righteousness and condemnation: sin, because they do not believe in me; righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father and you will no longer see me; condemnation, because the 
ruler of this world has been condemned.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
Tuesday the 6th Week of Easter Reflection 
 
I have always enjoyed the story of Paul and Silas in jail. The irony of their situation has always 
intrigued me. If I were in their situation I would have fled the prison after the earthquake. They 
remained. Their choice to do so saved the life of the jailer. That in turn brought about the 
jailer’s conversion to faith in Jesus. I wonder if the jailer’s conversion was Paul and Silas’ intent 
or if the Holy Spirit was the reason. Paul and Silas were in jail because of their faith in Jesus. 
They were unjustly held and beaten. How such an injustice led to a family’s faith is a mystery. 
 
The Jailer was ready to commit suicide because of his seeming ineptness and the dishonor of 
loosing his charges. Yet he himself brought the two apostles home with him thus releasing 
them from incarceration. He tended to their wounds and fed them in his home with his family. 
What happened to him as a result is not part of the story. Surely his action did not go unnoticed 
by the authorities. There had to have been repercussions. Did he face the possibility of beating 
and imprisonment? How much did he risk for his faith in Jesus? I am moved by his witness and 
intrigued by what the story did not tell. We can remember this man without knowing his name. 
 
This story also gives an insight to the origin of infant baptism. From the early days of faith, 
people made an active choice to embrace faith in Jesus. Infants have no capacity for that kind 
of choice. This story tells that the jailer’s entire household, wife, children, in-laws and servants 
(if there were any) embraced faith in Jesus. The context of a family living faith united in Jesus is 
the basis of infant baptism. In later times, when entire communities were members of the 
Church, fewer adults could make the choice for Jesus. The only possibility of the Church’s 
growth was with those recently born. Infant baptism became the norm and adult baptism 
became rare. The fear of original sin replaced the person’s desire for Christ. Within families who 
are inactive context of this story is lost. Baptism for some becomes a ritual and not an 
embracing of faith in Jesus and his choice. 
 
How does the Holy Spirit work? It’s always easy to sit back and pick out the inconsistencies. One 
can easily see other’s faults and bad behavior. What can we do if we see others, in our own 
families avoiding what we know to be essential? How can we help others to go to church? First 
of all, none of us go to church right now. Faith is a gift of God that we have received. Faith may 
not be a gift for others. We can not give any one God’s gift. Each of us can only give witness to 
our faith by what we do and say. The Holy Spirit works in God’s own time not in ours. God can 
work through us. We do not wield the power of God. The best way for us to act as God’s 
witnesses is with compassion, mercy forgiveness and especially love. An invitation offers 
possibility. Nagging offers resentment. It is God’s right hand that saves, not mine. 



 
An invitation can be made or given. It does not mean that it has to be accepted or taken. It is 
freely made and freely accepted. In God’s will is our prayer. To do God’s will is our intent. To be 
the instrument of God’s will is our hope. We have accepted God’s invitation. The best way to 
influence others is to place them, through our prayer, into God’s loving embrace. 
 
As I write this, it is in the context of not going to church. This is a reflection that one can read. It 
is not a homily that I give. Right now I share the experience of not going to church. However 
there is a difference. I want to go to church. I want to gather as the Church. I want to worship, 
pray and visit with the people of God. In this desire and intent I am living what it means to be 
Church. Perhaps when we are able to gather as the Church again we will know the meaning of 
our gathering better. We gather because of our choice and not an obligation.  
 
Every time I read this passage from John, I hear the voice of Thomas ask, “Master, we do not 
know where you are going; how can we know the way?” Both of these passages occur during 
the Last supper. In that time, as Jesus spoke, the disciples grew in faith. They accepted that 
Jesus was going to suffer and die on the cross. They came to grasp the possibility of Jesus rising 
from the dead. They began to understand their mission to give witness to Jesus. Jesus 
acknowledges this as he comments on their lack of questions. 
 
As Jesus has prepared the disciples for his suffering, death and resurrection he also prepared 
them for mission with a promise. He promised the Holy Spirit. Jesus calls the Spirit the 
Advocate. I like to point out that an advocate is often a synonym for a lawyer. In a court of law, 
the lawyer speaks for the client. Advocate means one who speaks to or for a person. The 
Advocate will speak to the disciples for Jesus and in turn speak to Jesus on behalf of the 
disciples. 
 
As Jesus promised the Spirit to his lads, Jesus promises us the same thing too. The Spirit has the 
same role in our lives. As the Spirit led the disciples into mission so the Spirit leads us. In every 
generation, the Spirit worked in people’s lives. The gospel of Jesus is preached in every 
language in every land. The Church lives today in this promise. We carry on Jesus’ mission too. 
The Spirit will work in the generations to come. 
 
Once in a while I meet people I knew years ago. People have told me things I did or saidss that 
influenced them. I am always amazed at what they remember. Usually I do not remember. How 
the Spirit has worked is a wonder. Insignificant words or actions I have spoken or done have 
had surprising effects. Once in a while I meet those who have influenced me. Granted, as I get 
older there are fewer of those people left. They are surprised at the influential words and 
actions they don’t remember either.  
 
How will the Spirit convict the world? Faith is a gift from God. God gives the gift in God’s own 
time and way. Salvation from sin comes through faith in God and faith in Jesus. We see 
conviction as punishment. Jesus died the death of a criminal so that we wouldn’t have to. 
Conviction to faith is belief. Only God is righteous. Faith is the roadway to God. Growing in faith 
is growing in God and therefore righteousness. Jesus died to condemn sin and death. He died to 



save us from sin and death. What Jesus said at the end of today’s gospel is a reversal of what 
we actually hear. Gospel means good not bad news. 
 
Paul and Silas got out of jail in today’s reading. Jesus told us the meaning of the gospel. Staying 
at home seems like jail. Contracting COVID 19 can be, for those at high risk, a death sentence. 
The challenge for us is to look for Jesus as we keep social distance. We do all these things to 
keep one another safe. As the weeks and months drag on with no treatment or vaccine coming 
soon. All of us will have our moments of doubt and grief. Stay connected with email, phone 
calls, texts and Zoom. Don’t be afraid to let others know our inner pain. We all feel it. 
 
Remember, you are in my daily prayers and on Tuesday, Thursday and this week Saturday and 
Sunday I remember you at mass. 
 
James D. Beath 
May 19, 2020 
 


