COUNCILS (Roman Catholic):
 
Councils are official church meetings called together to discuss, discern, and decide issues of doctrine or discipline concerning the life of the Church. The law of the Catholic Church, called Canon Law, defines councils in this way: diocesan synods and provincial councils deal with local and regional problems. Ecumenical councils are worldwide and exercise supreme authority over the whole Church.

ECUMENICAL COUNCILS: (Greek. oikoumene, the whole inhabited world)

The dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, issued by Vatican Council II, says, "A council is never ecumenical unless it is confirmed or at least accepted as such by the successor o£ Peter. It is the prerogative of the Roman Pontiff to convoke these councils, to preside over them, and to confirm them" (Vat II ConstCh 22). Papal confirmation may be postfactum, because there have been ecumenical councils not convoked by the Pope (e.g., Nicaea) and not presided over by him (e.g., Constance). Although there is no official listing of ecumenical councils, all Churches in the East and West recognize seven: Nicaea (AD 325) Constantinople I (381) Ephesus (431) Chalcedon (451) Constantinople II (553) Constantinople III (680-681) and Nicaea II (787). Contemporary Roman Catholic authors generally list another 14: Constantinople IV (869-870) Lateran I (1123) Lateran II (1134) Lateran III (1179) Lateran IV (1215) Lyons I (1245) Lyons II (1274) Vienne (1311-12) Constance (1414-18) Ferrara-Florence (1438-39) Lateran V (1512-17) Trent (1545-63) Vatican I(1869-70) and Vatican II (1962-66). This list, exclusive of the two Vatican councils, seems to have been popularized by Caesar Baronius late in the 16th century. Even Roman Catholic scholars have serious reservations about the ecumenicity of some: Constantinople IV was first counted as ecumenical by the canonists of Pope Gregory VII (1073-85). The first three Lateran councils (1123, 1139 and 1179) are more properly called "general councils" they came to be considered ecumenical only in the late Middle Ages, even though their organizers did not recognize them as such.


Historians and canonists have until recently said more about ecumenical councils than theologians. With the modern evolution of ecclesiology, dogmatic questions about the nature of ecumenical councils have attracted attention. According to Hans Küng, the Church itself is an ecumenical council of divine convocation the historical councils, of human convocation, are representations of the Church. As a corollary, Küng also questions the exclusively episcopal make-up of modern councils. Another view, enunciated by Joseph Ratzinger, Hubert Jedin, and others, holds that the council represents only one particular aspect of the Church. Its structure is determined more by the constitution o£ the episcopal college than by the membership of the Church. Karl Rahner attempts to synthesize the views of Küng and Ratzinger. In summary - and this  holds for Protestant views as well - it seems that any conciliar theory is determined by an ecclesiology.

See  F.  Dvornik,  Ecumenical Councils (1961) H. Jedin, Ecumenical Councils of the Catholic Church (1959) G. Baum, "Nature of Ecumenical Councils," The Ecumenist 1 (Oct., 1962), 4-6.

Ecumenical Councils of the Roman Catholic Church
Nicaea (AD 325) Against Arianism, formulated the Nicene Creed

Constantinople I (381)
Against Arianism, and proclaimed the Godhead of the Holy Spirit
Ephesus (431)
Jesus was born of a woman, Mary is the Mother of God (Theotokos)
Chalcedon (451)
Supremacy of the pope, two natures of Christ
Constantinople II (553)
Condemned the Three Chapters which raised questions about Chalcedon
Constantinople III (680-681)
Defined the two wills of Jesus, human being subject to the divine
Nicaea II (787).
Condemned the iconoclasts and demanded the restoration of images in churches
Constantinople IV (869-870)Confirmed the formula of Hormisdas
Lateran I (1123)Gave us Celibacy
Lateran II (1134)
30 canons in morals and discipline against simony and usury
Lateran III (1179)
Cardinals elect the pope, no payment for sacraments, entering a monastery, or burial, against Albegensians and Waldensians
Lateran IV (1215)
Unity and equality of the Trinity, defined the Incarnation, communion and confession once a year, transubstantiation.
Lyons I (1245)Excommunication of Emperor Frederick II, red hats for the cardinals
Lyons II (1274)Aid to the eastern empire and restoration of Eastern and Western churches
Vienne (1311-12)Suppression of the Templars, condemned heresy, reformed the clergy and declared a crusade, which never happened
Constance (1414-18)Condemned Huss and Wycliff
Basle-Ferrara-Florence (1438-39)Declared it unnecessary to receive under both species - against the Bohemian Hussites

Lateran V (1512-17)Declared the authority of the pope over all councils, set the imprimatur on all books
Trent (1545-63)Dealt with the reformation and set the canonicity of the Bible, and set the sacraments as we have come to know them
Vatican I(1869-70)dealt with the primacy and infallibility of the pope in matters of faith and morals
Vatican II (1962-66)Reformed the church, role of the laity, clergy, and revised the rites of the church
Definition:
coun-cil (koun's'l) H. {ME. counceil < Olf French: concile < Latin:  concilium, group of people, meeting  <  com-, together + calere, to call (for IE. base .see CLAMOR) confused in form and meaning in ME. with COUNSEL}  1. a group af people called together for consultation, discussion, advice, etc.  2. a group of people chosen as an administrative, advisory, or legislative assembly 3, the legislative body of a city or town 4. an assembly of church officials to discuss points of doctrine, etc.  5, a) a body of delegates from local units of a union, confederation, etc.  b) an organization or society, or one of, its levels of governing bodies  6. the discussion or deliberation in a council

coun-sel (koun's'l) n. {ME. & OFr. counseil < L. consilium  (for base see CONSULT) confused in ME. with COUNCIL} 1. a mutual exchange of ideas, opinions, etc. discussion and deliberatian  2. a) advice resulting from such an exchange b) any advice  3. a) a lawyer or group af lawyers giving advice about legal matters and representing clients in court b) anyone whose advice is sought  consultant 4. {Archaic} intention or resolution  purpose 5. {Archaic} wisdom or judgment 6. {Obs.} a confidential idea, plan, etc. secret -vt. -seled or -selled, -sel-ing or -sel-lng 1. to give advice to advise  2. to urge the acceptance of (an action, plan, etc.) recommend -vi. to give or take advice -SYN. see ADVISE, LAWYER -keep one's own counsel to keep one's thoughts, plans, etc. to oneself -take counsel to discuss and deliberate exchange advice opinions etc.
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