
FIRST READING: Apostles 4:32-37 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they had everything in common. With great power the Apostles 
bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all. 
There was no needy person among them, for those who owned property or houses would sell 
them, bring the proceeds of the sale, and put them at the feet of the Apostles, and they were 
distributed to each according to need. Thus Joseph, also named by the Apostles Barnabas 
(which is translated “son of encouragement”), a Levite, a Cypriot by birth, sold a piece of 
property that he owned, then brought the money and put it at the feet of the Apostles. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 
The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty. 
The LORD is king, in splendor robed; robed is the LORD and girt about with strength. 
The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty. 
And he has made the world firm, not to be moved. Your throne stands firm from of old; from 
everlasting you are, O LORD. 
The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty. 
Your decrees are worthy of trust indeed: holiness befits your house, O LORD, for length of days. 
The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty. 
 
GOSPEL: John 3:7b-15 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 Jesus said to Nicodemus: “‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it wills, 
and you can hear the sound it makes, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes; so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus answered and said to him, 
“How can this happen?” Jesus answered and said to him, “You are the teacher of Israel and you 
do not understand this? Amen, amen, I say to you, we speak of what we know and we testify to 
what we have seen, but you people do not accept our testimony. If I tell you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one 
has gone up to heaven except the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man. And 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that 
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 2nd Tuesday of Easter 
 
It’s always important to note that the scriptures are neither history nor biography. They are 
reflections upon the lived experience of believing people. They tell a story of faith and not a 
detailed telling of what happened. The experience of people is filtered through the eyes of 
faith. Sometimes there are gaps in the narrative. Details are not the concern of the authors. 
There are some questions about the text that have no answers. We can only make connections 
between the faithful experiences of people long dead with our own. Therein lies the challenge. 
In a digital age, the scripture is analogous. There may be no exact fit and no precise meaning we 
can grasp. This is both the power and frustration of scripture. Studying the texts involves prayer 
and reflection. Instead of asking what does this mean, we can ask what it can mean. Scripture 



offers us possibilities; there is not just one way. Discernment of the movement of God in 
scripture is the same process for discerning God’s movement in our own lives. 
 
Having said this, this passage, from Acts today, is the same one from last Sunday. I have a 
second opportunity to discern the significance of its words. I can use what I wrote for Sunday’s 
reflection or I can reflect anew. I still have the same question I posed for Sunday. How long was 
the community of one mind and heart? Were they still when Luke wrote this passage? He may 
have written this passage 40 to 50 years after these events took place. There are many 
questions I have of the life of the early apostolic Church. Was this a Christian commune or 
religious community? Did they merely gather together or did they live together? Did they rely 
on tithing or people’s natural generosity? Was this the state of the Church then or when Luke 
wrote the passage? Let me state clearly; we don’t know. We can never know. This is a reflection 
on a life of faith not a history book. People may have been looking back as saying as we do, 
“Those were the days, weren’t they.” We still see an unchanging past to an uncomfortable 
present and uncertain future. 
 
The question I see (today) is simple. How do I experience community, mission and God’s 
presence within the parameters of my own experience? The same elements Luke describes are 
part of my life now. This is the same Holy Spirit they knew and I know. It is still the same heart 
and mind of Christ I seek. Christ is still risen and alive. We are all beloved children of God. This is 
true even if I have enemies and have disagreements with others. Even though the Church is 
divided into many parishes, communities and churches, Christ created it to be one as he and 
the father are one. My experience may not be the same as the ideal picture that Luke painted 
in his description, but being of the heart and mind of Christ is still my goal. It is also the goal 
(hopefully) of all the members of Jesus’ broken and incomplete Church. 
 
The challenge of scripture is never for those who do not read, integrate and live it. It is a 
personal one. God saves the world one person at a time. The challenge is never for someone 
else. It is for you and me. We do not return to relive or recreate the past. The past is done; we 
live now. To ask how I can live the heart and mind of Christ begins with the task of discerning 
his heart and mind and then attempting to emulate them. The Spirit will guide me when I pray, 
“Thy will be done; Thy Kingdom come…” We then build on what we have; not start from 
scratch. 
 
One of the two Irishmen listed in the bible, Nick O’ Deamus, asked an important question of 
Jesus, “How can this happen?” The other Irishman is, “Jesus taught Daley in the temple.” Yes, I 
know these are puns, and I never like to waste them. If they sound familiar, we just had this 
same gospel on the 4th Sunday of Lent, a few weeks ago. Jesus challenged Old Nick for asking it. 
I’ve asked it too. A better question is, “How have I been born from above?” Am I born of the 
Spirit? Being born in the spirit can mean many things. 
 
First being alive and breathing I have a spirit. Spirit means breath and I breathe, being alive. 
God has gifted me with life. It is God’s life I share, also by God’s gift, through Baptism and faith. 
Through Confirmation I have received the Holy Spirit. With each celebration of a Sacrament I 
receive the Holy Spirit. There is only one that I have never received and will not receive unless 
the Catholic Church changes policy; Matrimony. Deacons can receive all seven, but few others 
ever will. Each time I reflect and pray, I receive the Spirit. When together with others I can 



share it. This is the lived experience of all of us. I believe, you believe together with Christ and 
the Church. Nicodemus spent time with Jesus, who was his spiritual director. We spend time 
with Jesus through prayer and worship. He may have had an advantage that we don’t have 
through his unique experience. The Holy Spirit directs us for we live after Pentecost. 
 
There are also those who are Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians. Although they may feel, 
sometimes, that their experience is deeper than fellow Christian’s experience, the real 
difference is in their manner of prayer. Speaking in tongues or glossolalia may characterize their 
style, but the task of discerning God’s presence and will is shared by all believers and is the far 
more important part of prayer. We have all heard Christ’s call, as did Nicodemus. This is 
obvious, and therefore often overlooked, but as I write this and you read this we participate in 
the life and Spirit of Jesus. Sometimes discernment is best found as we reflect on our lives. We 
seek Christ in our prayer and worship. We seek Christ as we gather together. It is the Spirit who 
gives us the grace to do so. Naming these things is a step to discover the life of the Spirit within 
us. 
 
There’s a bit of Christology that Jesus raised at the end of this Gospel. The gospel of John may 
have been written many decades after these events happened. The entire New Testament is a 
post resurrection experience. We believe that Jesus is risen. The people who first wrote and 
read these texts did too. Jesus has implied that since he, the eternal Word and Son of God, has 
come down from heaven, he has gone up to heaven too. As part of the narrative, Jesus did not 
yet die, rise and return to the Father. The story is told from a post resurrection point of view. 
We already believe in the risen Jesus and so did the story’s author, John. From Nicodemus’ 
frame of reference, that had not happened yet. What John has achieved, in this passage, is to 
enable us to reflect on the words and make the connections. We know how the story ends. 
Jesus was lifted or raised up upon the cross and then rose from the dead in glory. Nicodemus 
may have been Jesus’ disciple and had an intimacy with him we will never have. He did not yet 
have the perspective of the Paschal Mystery. We do. We read this story with the eyes of faith. 
Salvation did not yet come to Nicodemus; it has come to us. Jesus is risen; truly he is risen. 
 
May the Risen Lord strengthen you; may the Spirit guide you. The Kingdom will come. 
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