
Readings for Tuesday the 5th Week of Easter 
 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 15:7-21 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 After much debate had taken place, Peter got up and said to the Apostles and the 
presbyters, “My brothers, you are well aware that from early days God made his choice among 
you that through my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the Gospel and believe. And 
God, who knows the heart, bore witness by granting them the Holy Spirit just as he did us. He 
made no distinction between us and them, for by faith he purified their hearts. Why, then, are 
you now putting God to the test by placing on the shoulders of the disciples a yoke that neither 
our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On the contrary, we believe that we are saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they.” The whole assembly fell silent, 
and they listened while Paul and Barnabas described the signs and wonders God had worked 
among the Gentiles through them. After they had fallen silent, James responded, “My brothers, 
listen to me. Hymen has described how God first concerned himself with acquiring from among 
the Gentiles a people for his name. The words of the prophets agree with this, as is written: 
After this I shall return and rebuild the fallen hut of David; from its ruins I shall rebuild it and 
raise it up again, so that the rest of humanity may seek out the Lord, even all the Gentiles on 
whom my name is invoked. Thus says the Lord who accomplishes these things, known from of 
old. It is my judgment, therefore, that we ought to stop troubling the Gentiles who turn to God, 
but tell them by letter to avoid pollution from idols, unlawful marriage, the meat of strangled 
animals, and blood. For Moses, for generations now, has had those who proclaim him in every 
town, as he has been read in the synagogues every sabbath.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 
 
Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. 
 
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all you lands. Sing to the LORD; bless his name. 
Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. 
 
Announce his salvation, day after day. Tell his glory among the nations; among all peoples, his 
wondrous deeds. 
Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. 
 
Say among the nations: The LORD is king. He has made the world firm, not to be moved;  he 
governs the peoples with equity. 
Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: John 15:9-11 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If 
you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love. “I have told you this so that my joy might be in you and 
your joy might be complete.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday the 5th Week of Easter 
 
Sometimes the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles sound like a travelogue. The problem with 
that is compounded by the problem of unfamiliar places and distances. There are two towns 
with the name “Antioch.” One is located in what is now central Turkey. The other, a coastal port 
town, is located in what is now Syria. They are roughly 400 miles apart. The more important of 
these two is the coastal town in Syria. It is where followers of Jesus were first called Christians. I 
like to translate these unfamiliar locations into something we can visualize. Think of Jerusalem 
as Washington D. C. Antioch could be New York City. Derbe and those other town could be 
Boston. This can give a sense of distances and nearness to the sea. Philadelphia could 
approximate Pisidia. All of this travel was either by foot or by boat. Sea travel was the easiest 
and safest way to travel in the days of Paul. Paul was preaching in Iconium when this happened 
which is in the interior of Turkey. Time in the narrative of Acts is compressed. What is a line 
away may have been months away in actual time. Travel by foot between New York City and 
Philadelphia takes time. 
 
Having dealt with that, descriptions of the people involved in the story are vague. Who are the 
“crowds” being won over? Are they Jewish? Are they Pagan? The text doesn’t say. Since the 
crowds are won over by Jewish preachers, perhaps they are people called “God Fearers.” God 
fearers were (they still exist today) people attracted to Judaism but for whatever reason never 
fully converted. Males, in order to become Jewish, must be circumcised. That was reason 
enough to put some guys off. Both Judaism and Christianity at that time competed for the same 
pool of potential people for converts. 
 
Today’s gospel has Jesus giving peace, not as the world gives it. I find it interesting that in Acts 
today Paul speaks of hardships being necessary to enter the Kingdom of God. How do hardships 
and peace fit together? They seem to be diametrically opposed. If we seek peace as the world 
gives it, they are. The Way of the Cross is the path to the Kingdom. In order for Jesus to rise, 
Jesus had to die first. Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane, expressed to his father his fear and 
his hesitancy to suffer and die as he prayed. He also prayed, “thy Kingdom come, thy will be 
done.” The peace Jesus offers is God’s peace. It came to Jesus in the moment of his choice to 
suffer and die. 
 
As I write this reflection, I was listening to a man from Berwyn describe his recovery from 
COVID 19. He was in the hospital and came to the insight that he might be dying. He didn’t die, 
of course, since he told the story of his recovery. He expressed his fear at that thought. He 



continued, as he put it, not with resignation but with a sense of peace. I believe that at the 
moment Jesus chose the Way of the Cross, that peace was his. Paul reflected that peace in his 
comment on hardship. This was something he embraced as he continued on his journey. 
 
Saturday was my forty first anniversary of ordination to the priesthood. One of my classmates 
had sent me one of those email cards. It was also Fr. Lobianco’s anniversary as well, since we 
are classmates. The fellow who sent the card has resigned as a priest and married. He described 
how he and his wife, now both retired, were spending time practicing social distancing, 
together, at home. He and I were stationed together for a while and I have known his wife 
almost as long as he has. The two of us celebrated mass in the wee hours on the day of our 
ordination forty one years ago. As I have been reflecting on that day, I have no regrets. I made 
the right choice to be ordained. My life as a priest has been a gift. It has been rewarding and 
fulfilling. I have discovered many good relationships. I have been given many gifts both for my 
priesthood and through it. As I sit here, it would have been nice to have a partner to share the 
solitude like my friend has today. Solitude is something I accepted years ago and accept now, 
today. As Paul embraced his choice and the ramifications of it, so do I. The peace of Christ is not 
just a clever turn of phrase found in the gospel of John. I have discovered it working as I have 
lived my life and know it now. 
 
This is now the ninth week, by my count, since we canceled the St. Joseph’s table and 
suspended all gathering as a parish. Social distancing became the policy of the State of Illinois 
the following week. All the things we normally do as social people can spread an insidious and 
potentially deadly disease. I spoke with my mother by phone on May ninth, which was her 90th 
birthday. She, my sister and brother live 200 miles north in Wisconsin. 200 Miles is the 
approximate distance between Jerusalem and Antioch, by the way. Paul didn’t just describe his 
own experience of hardship as the way to the Kingdom of God. He spoke of Jesus Way of the 
Cross and our way through life. 
 
The world gives peace that passes. Binge watching TV is a panacea, something to stave off 
boredom and cabin fever. It helps to pass time. It has its annoyances. Auto sales commercials 
and the subsequent bundling auto insurance commercials masquerade as public service 
announcements. Be safe and buy my product. Jesus’ peace is nothing like that. Jesus’ peace 
gives us what we need to put one foot in front of the other as we journey on the path to God’s 
Kingdom. Jesus’ peace is his gift. Jesus walked that way before us. Paul gives witness to Jesus’ 
journey continuing. Each one of us is both recipient and one who shares the gift. With this gift, 
each moment of the pandemic can be a moment to remember Jesus, his gift and each other. 
 


