
Thursday of the 3rd Week of Easter Readings 
 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 8:26-40 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 The angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, “Get up and head south on the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert route.” So he got up and set out. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, that is, the queen of the Ethiopians, in charge 
of her entire treasury, who had come to Jerusalem to worship, and was returning home. Seated 
in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. The Spirit said to Philip, “Go and join up with 
that chariot.” Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and said, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” So 
he invited Philip to get in and sit with him. This was the Scripture passage he was reading: Like a 
sheep he was led to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opened not 
his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who will tell of his posterity? For his life is 
taken from the earth. Then the eunuch said to Philip in reply, “I beg you, about whom is the 
prophet saying this? About himself, or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth 
and, beginning with this Scripture passage, he proclaimed Jesus to him. As they traveled along 
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, there is water. What is to 
prevent my being baptized?” Then he ordered the chariot to stop, and Philip and the eunuch 
both went down into the water, and he baptized him. When they came out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, but continued on his 
way rejoicing. Philip came to Azotus, and went about proclaiming the good news to all the 
towns until he reached Caesarea. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20. 
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 
Bless our God, you peoples, loudly sound his praise; He has given life to our souls, and has not 
let our feet slip. 
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 
Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare what he has done for me. When I appealed to 
him in words, praise was on the tip of my tongue. 
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 
Blessed be God who refused me not my prayer or his kindness! 
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 
GOSPEL: John 6:44-51 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Jesus said to the crowds: “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him, 
and I will raise him on the last day. It is written in the prophets: They shall all be taught by God. 



Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me. Not that anyone has seen 
the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the 
desert, but they died; this is the bread that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it 
and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will 
live forever; and the bread that I will give is my Flesh for the life of the world.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Thursday of the 3rd Week of Easter Reflection 
 
How does God influence our lives? How does God guide our choices? How can we discern God’s 
action in the lives we lead? In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Philip hears the voice 
of an angel who imparts Jesus will. At the end of the story, Philip gets snatched away. He 
disappears from one location and reappears elsewhere. Such powerful and miraculous events 
have never happened in my life. Has it ever happened to you? How can we be able to make 
sense of these stories? 
 
First of all, as Catholics, we do not have to take these stories as actual historical occurrences. 
They relate the experience of people who had faith. They can be interpreted. Most of us have 
studied and read poetry. Poetic imagery is able to convey meaning and insight in ways that 
normal prose cannot. Through the use of meter, rhyme and alliteration the poet can describe 
the indescribable. How the author of the Acts of the Apostles showed divine action and 
inspiration in the text used some of the same tools. 
 
When I look at the more than forty years on my ministry, I have served in many different 
communities at many parishes. I have been in places between one and six years. As I’ve served 
in each parish I was present as a priest and belonged in that given community. When I was 
reassigned, I left and was then a priest elsewhere, belonging in a new community. Up until I 
moved here, to Divine Savior, I did most of the moving myself, hauling books and belongings 
with many trips. When I moved here, I hired movers. At 65, I no longer had the stamina. 
 
The assignments I’ve had have not been my own choice, exactly, for the Archbishop assigned 
me. It has not been by the voice of an angel but with a signature of a prelate that made the 
choice. Each time I’ve packed, hauled and unpacked my stuff, I have longed for the power of 
God to make it happen. Compared to the story in Acts, my story is pretty mundane. 
 
However, I maintain that the grace and power of God have worked throughout my life. God has 
guided me in all my steps. The voice of God spoke through the signature of Cardinal Cupich as 
clearly as the voice of the angel to Philip. I am here as long as God wills. The details are 
different but God’s movement is the same. We may seek to hear and see God working in each 
of our lives but, because of the literary tools we find in the scriptures, we look in places that are 
unreasonable. God works through each of us just as God worked through Philip to lead the 
Ethiopian Eunuch to faith in Jesus and Baptism. 
 
Hopefully, as I write, God is leading the medical research people to develop a vaccine for COVID 
19. We want a vaccine yesterday. No one is safe without one. In the meantime God keeps us 
safe as God works through us. In social distancing and keeping all the prescribed methods of 



precaution, God works. It’s not dramatic or as miraculous as we want but the greatest miracle 
God can work is to change the human heart and by God’s grace help us to better our behavior. 
Drama does not make miracles. Discernment is the grace to see the miracle. 
 
The community of believers, in the days of the apostle Philip, was primarily and almost 
exclusively Jewish. It’s easy to forget that fact. Someone from Ethiopia is African and, at that 
time, pagan. Since he had come to Jerusalem to pray and was reading a passage from Isaiah the 
prophet, I will make an assumption. He was a God Fearer. At this time in the first century, 
Judaism was attracting many people. One had to convert. The conversion process was long and 
involved just as the conversion process we have in the RCIA. There was instruction, ceremonial 
washing, living as a faithful Jew and, for men, circumcision. I will not go into the details but, 
suffice it to say, I cringe at the thought. He was a eunuch. That means his male parts had been 
excised as a young boy. Since castration is forbidden by Mosaic Law, He was not accepted as 
being an intact man. He could never be circumcised. A God Fearer was one who would not or, 
in the eunuch’s case, could not finish the initiation process. Judaism still recognizes God Fearers 
and accepts them. 
 
Philip’s contact with him reflects the fact that faith in Jesus had no ethnic or physical 
requirement. Initiation requires nothing more than Faith’s profession and a ceremonial washing 
we call Baptism. Ethnicity, social status and someone’s past no longer matter. Faith is all 
anyone needs. Because of this, Christianity began to draw more and more people. Luke, who 
wrote Acts as well as his gospel, used the image of the angel’s voice and the teleportation to 
show the Holy Spirit’s guidance was behind the Church’s mission to spread. Diversity in the 
Church today is legacy of the Ethiopian Eunuch. Jesus is the heart of the Church, not Mosaic 
Law.  
 
The gospel also reflects a similar theme. It is God who draws us to faith in Jesus. Listening to 
God leads to Jesus. Does this mean that those who do not believe in Jesus have not listened to 
God? God gave us what we needed to listen. Faith is fully a gift from God. If we believe God 
gave us what we needed to accept it. Being believers, we do our best, only through God’s grace, 
to live our faith. When we meet those who do not share our faith, the best thing to do is love 
them and trust God. God will work in God’s own time.  
 
The relationship between bread and Jesus flesh are important images throughout the New 
Testament. Jesus fed crowds of people with a few loaves of bread. Jesus broke bread with the 
disciples at the last supper. Two disciples knew Jesus in the breaking of the bread on the 
evening of the first Easter. Jesus offered his body and blood on the cross as the sacrifice for our 
redemption. Today when we gather together we become the body and blood of Jesus, his 
Church. When we gather for the Eucharist and receive the Sacrament of Communion, we 
believe that what we see as bread and wine are truly Jesus body and blood. Jesus’ own words 
speak to the mystery of the Eucharist.  
 
This morning (Tuesday – my day off is Wednesday) I celebrated mass. I was all by myself. There 
are several things that I don’t like about mass alone. The first is I don’t really make the calls and 
responses (The Lord be with me – and with my spirit just doesn’t make it). I don’t read out loud 
because I don’t like talking to myself. I speed read most things I read. Basically I read without 
internally vocalizing which makes the mass go much faster. For the Prayer of the Faithful I bring 
things, events and people to mind instead of composing wordy prayers. I sit rather than stand. I 



consecrate one small host and a tiny bit of wine. I began to offer the funeral prayers for those 
who have died from COVID 19. I receive communion alone. It is a very private experience. The 
absence of anyone else triggers a longing for other people with whom to share the experience. I 
define celebration as remembering Jesus as we were there at his cross. I now describe 
celebration as if we were together again. One of the prayers during the Jewish Passover Seder 
meal is, “Next year in Jerusalem!” I find myself praying like that at the end of each private mass, 
“Next time together!” 
 
James D. Beath 
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