
Readings for Tuesday of the 15th Week of the Year  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:1-9 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 In the days of Ahaz, king of Judah, son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, Rezin, king of Aram, and 
Pekah, king of Israel, son of Remaliah, went up to attack Jerusalem, but they were not able to 
conquer it. When word came to the house of David that Aram was encamped in Ephraim, the 
heart of the king and the heart of the people trembled, as the trees of the forest tremble in the 
wind. Then the LORD said to Isaiah: Go out to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the 
end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway of the fuller’s field, and say to him: Take 
care you remain tranquil and do not fear; let not your courage fail before these two stumps of 
smoldering brands the blazing anger of Rezin and the Arameans, and of the son Remaliah, 
because of the mischief that Aram, Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, plots against you, saying, 
“Let us go up and tear Judah asunder, make it our own by force, and appoint the son of Tabeel 
king there.” Thus says the LORD:  This shall not stand, it shall not be! Damascus is the capital of 
Aram,  and Rezin is the head of Damascus; Samaria is the capital of Ephraim, and Remaliah’s 
son the head of Samaria. But within sixty years and five, Ephraim shall be crushed, no longer a 
nation. Unless your faith is firm you shall not be firm! 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8 
God upholds his city for ever. 
 
Great is the LORD and wholly to be praised in the city of our God. His holy mountain, fairest of 
heights, is the joy of all the earth. 
God upholds his city for ever. 
 
Mount Zion, “the recesses of the North,” is the city of the great King. God is with her castles; 
renowned is he as a stronghold.  
God upholds his city for ever. 
 
For lo! the kings assemble, they come on together; They also see, and at once are stunned, 
terrified, routed. 
God upholds his city for ever. 
 
Quaking seizes them there; anguish, like a woman’s in labor, As though a wind from the east 
were shattering ships of Tarshish.  
God upholds his city for ever. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 11:20-24 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 Jesus began to reproach the towns where most of his mighty deeds had been done, since 
they had not repented. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty deeds 
done in your midst had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented in 



sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of 
judgment than for you. And as for you, Capernaum: Will you be exalted to heaven? You will go 
down to the nether world. For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained until this day. But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday of the 15th Week of the Year 
 
Isaiah prophesied that Jerusalem would be saved by the king’s faith. It was. Isaiah prophesied 
that within sixty five years the kingdom of Israel would be destroyed. The kingdom of Judah, 
Jerusalem and the temple would be destroyed 200 years later. To me, Isaiah’s perspective 
seems hollow and empty. God saves people not cities. God’s salvation comes in many different 
ways. God can save people physically from disease, calamity, death and sin. Even when we die, 
God saves us with the promise of eternal life. Sometimes the calamities themselves can be the 
means of salvation. Having experienced suffering and pain can lead us to greater compassion 
for others in pain. Knowing loss can be the means to grow closer to God. 
 
Perhaps Isaiah intended his prophesy to deepen people’s hope and trust during the siege. How 
God works, as we witness now, is certainly mysterious. We have been under siege with the 
coronavirus since the first cases appeared in China. It began to appear all over the world within 
weeks of its emergence. The effects of being under siege for many months can take its toll on 
many levels. Any bit of hope can be good news. Having said this, it is naïve to think that just 
believing will avert catastrophe and pain. Faith can help us to find hope in painful events and 
meaning in human suffering. Faith changes our perspective not our situation. Most of all our 
faith is a gift freely given to us by God. 
 
One can read and one can mistake this prophesy of Isaiah as a quid pro quo. All Ahaz needed 
was faith and God would save Jerusalem and its people. If Ahaz faltered in faith, would God 
allow the enemies to have success? No, that would make God malicious. Jews believe, as do 
we, that God is merciful and compassionate. They did in Isaiah’s time too. Sometimes we can 
take a close look at our doubts and question the strength of our faith. Sometimes we may have 
questions about how God seems to work. This is especially true today as we have been afflicted 
with an infectious and potentially fatal disease that has no cure, treatment or vaccine. Some 
may want to hide these feelings from God for fear that God may make things worse. As I said, 
we believe in a loving, merciful and forgiving God. Besides this, we believe, also, that God is all 
knowing. God knows our doubts and feeling before we know them ourselves. Any time we 
approach God we pray. Any thing we offer to God is prayer. Any time we think of God we pray. 
 
When we have troubles and fears in difficult times, what do we do? We turn to others to tell 
our story. When we do this with those we trust, whether in person, over the phone, by email or 
with a text, what happens? We feel better. We have grown closer to those to whom we have 
turned. Our relationships are stronger and our trust of each other has deepened. It works the 
same with God. I always like to cite the prayers of Jesus on the night before he died. “Father, let 
this cup pass from me, not my will be done but yours.” Jesus didn’t want to die. He expressed 
this as he turned to his father in prayer. Jesus moment of doubt and shame became filled with 
his father’s presence. I also like to cite Jesus’ last prayer as he died on the cross. Granted he 



prayed, Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” He also quoted Psalm 22, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” This came from the depths of Jesus’ humanity. 
Remember Jesus was as human as we are in all things but sin. That was Jesus’ perk for also 
being fully God. His last prayer to his father revealed to God the depths of Jesus’ pain, fear and 
loneliness. Did God forsake or punish Jesus for having those feeling? No, three days later, Jesus 
rose from the dead at Easter revealing his divinity. 
 
Since we all have read these passages, Jesus experience was not just offered to God. Jesus also 
offered them to us. Not only did Jesus die for our sins, not only did Jesus die in our place, not 
only did Jesus rise to offer us the promise of eternal life, Jesus bared his humanity to us through 
his prayer. As Jesus is our model for living, he provides us with a way to pray. God was Jesus’ 
strength as God is ours. 
 
In the Gospel we catch a glimpse of another aspect of Jesus’ humanity. He got frustrated when 
his plans didn’t work the way he intended. He seems to have some doubts about the efficacy of 
his work. Apparently the message he offered did not take root in the people Jesus served. He 
too, like Isaiah directed salvation, or the lack of it, toward the towns in which he worked. I have 
to ask if Jesus saves cities. John’s gospel states in chapter three, verse sixteen, “God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
might have eternal life.” The passage says the world, not cities. How does belief in Jesus save 
the world? God gives the gift of faith to each person and in God’s own time. Salvation comes to 
the world one person at a time. Since Jesus spoke about locations and not about persons, I 
maintain that he’s expressing his disappointment at his lack of success in a moment of doubt. 
That’s something we all do. Jesus was blowing off steam. 
 
Since we believe in God, whom we do not see, and since Jesus returned to God two millennia 
ago, passages like this provide a window into what Jesus was like. If Jesus was God and 
therefore good, and if Jesus frustrations and doubt were somehow holy, Jesus lives in each of 
us. As Jesus is part of each of us, what does that make our frustrations and doubts? Are they 
moments of weakness or of holiness? 
 
I’ve noticed that as we attempt to re-open to life, car commercials on the television talk about 
making up for lost time. First off, we haven’t lost any time. It may feel like that. Staying home, 
keeping distance from others and wearing a mask have, in fact, helped slow the spread of 
COVID 19. This has not been a waste of time. It only feels like futility. It has been for a good, 
solid purpose that we have done these things. We have acted to keep one another safe. We 
have taken an active role in slowing down the spread. If we see ourselves as having been 
victimized for living like we have for these past months and now deserve some respite or pay 
back, all our selfless actions will be undone as the virus spreads more. These may be our 
feelings, but we live by faith in God as believers in Jesus. Our faith leads us to continue our 
efforts to keep one another safe. Through faith, we can continue to do the things we know will 
keep us safe. The pandemic is still growing and will continue until there is treatment and a 
vaccine for it.  
 
May God keep you safe as we keep each other safe. 
 
James D. Beath 
July 14, 2020 


