
Readings for Thursday the 24th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
 I am reminding you, brothers and sisters, of the Gospel I preached to you, which you indeed 
received and in which you also stand. Through it you are also being saved, if you hold fast to the 
word I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For I handed on to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; 
that he was buried; that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures; that 
he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers at once, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. After that he 
appeared to James, then to all the Apostles. Last of all, as to one born abnormally, he appeared 
to me. For I am the least of the Apostles, not fit to be called an Apostle, because I persecuted 
the Church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been 
ineffective. Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; not I, however, but the grace of God 
that is with me. Therefore, whether it be I or they, so we preach and so you believed.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. Let the house of Israel 
say, “His mercy endures forever.” 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
“The right hand of the LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD has struck with power.” I 
shall not die, but live and declare the works of the LORD. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
You are my God, and I give thanks to you; O my God, I extol you. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
Gospel: Luke 7:36-50 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 A certain Pharisee invited Jesus to dine with him, and he entered the Pharisee’s house and 
reclined at table. Now there was a sinful woman in the city who learned that he was at table in 
the house of the Pharisee. Bringing an alabaster flask of ointment, she stood behind him at his 
feet weeping and began to bathe his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, 
kissed them, and anointed them with the ointment. When the Pharisee who had invited him 
saw this he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who and what sort of 
woman this is who is touching him, that she is a sinner.” Jesus said to him in reply, “Simon, I 
have something to say to you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. “Two people were in debt to a 



certain creditor; one owed five hundred days’ wages and the other owed fifty. Since they were 
unable to repay the debt, he forgave it for both. Which of them will love him more?” Simon said 
in reply, “The one, I suppose, whose larger debt was forgiven.” He said to him, “You have 
judged rightly.” Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? 
When I entered your house, you did not give me water for my feet, but she has bathed them 
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss,  but she has not ceased 
kissing my feet since the time I entered. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she anointed 
my feet with ointment. So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has shown 
great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” He said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” The others at table said to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” But he 
said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thursday the 24th Week of the Year 
 
Paul preaches a powerful message in today’s first reading. One thing about the gospel that Paul 
preached is that it is an oral message. We read the Gospel in Paul’s first letter to the Church in 
Corinth. This is one of the earliest written accounts of the basic gospel message. Paul wrote his 
letters years before Mark, Matthew, Luke and John put pen to papyrus. The scriptures of Paul’s 
day were the scrolls of the Old Testament. The gospel that Paul related is called Kerygma. 
Merriam-Webster defines the term as, “the apostolic proclamation of salvation through Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
I have much admiration for Paul as the greatest preacher of the Church. I also have compassion 
for him as a flawed fellow sinner. His description of those who witnessed the risen Lord is both 
accurate and powerful. His self-deprecation reflects how his encounter with Jesus transformed 
his life. His admission of his role as persecutor of the Christ and the Church shows the extent of 
the saving grace. He did not earn his role as apostle. Paul cannot change his past; he can only 
embrace who he is now. Christ will work through him. 
 
However, Paul fell into a trap. Even though Jesus saved him, gave him a mission and inspired his 
words, Paul had to justify himself. Because of his past, he worked so much harder than any one 
else. Sometimes Paul seems to whine; poor little old me, I work so hard. Perhaps he did, or not. 
Paul showed us that he is as flawed as are we. When I was younger, I had a difficult time 
receiving compliments for my preaching. I never knew what to say and could be lost for words. 
Most of the time I would stammer something like, “It was nothing,” or, “God worked through 
me.” But deep down, I took great pride in doing a good job. I still do. Today I say simply, “Thank 
you,” and begin to prepare the next one. I am like Paul in that regard, human and a sinner. By 
the grace of God, we are who we are. 
 
People judged the woman in the gospel. They called her a sinner. Who she was or what she did 
to gain that distinction, Luke didn’t say. To speculate identity and deed misses the point of the 
story for us and acts as a red herring. Red herrings are fun to explore. For the most part they go 
no further than themselves. There are a couple details of the interaction between Jesus and the 
woman we tend to skim over. This was a sensual and intimate encounter of sight, touch and 
smell. If something happened like this today, it would be outrageous, still. This is behavior not 



at a dinner party, but in the after party in the salon. In Jesus’ day, to have a woman to bathe, 
kiss, dry and anoint a man’s feet like she did would be an act of desecration. As a rabbi, Jesus 
would have been rendered ritually impure if a sinner and a woman, not his wife, did this to him. 
Both she and Jesus broke some boundaries and taboos. Her hair would have tickled Jesus bare 
feet and the perfume’s scent would have filled the room and everyone’s nostrils. Who wouldn’t 
take offense at this behavior? 
 
These details miss the point too. To approach the heart of this story, set aside the action. Jesus 
told a parable. What was its point? Sinners receive forgiveness when they love and believe. 
Jesus acknowledged the woman was a sinner. He pointed out that the moral man, Simon was 
negligent. Simon committed two transgressions. As a host, he was responsible for proper 
hospitality. He did not offer Jesus an opportunity to wash his feet. Nor did Simon greet him with 
a kiss. These were bad enough as a social faux pas. However the sin he committed was to judge 
the woman. Judgment is the job only of God. In taking God job as judge he acted with idolatry. 
He assumed to act in God’s place. That’s one of the worst things a believer can do. We heard 
that Jesus forgave the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” We can only hope that 
Jesus forgave Simon his sin too, for the story doesn’t tell us. 
 
The lesson of the scriptures today is simple. God will forgive and save sinners through love and 
faith. Love and faith are gifts from God; God’s saving and amazing grace. We know that Paul’s 
life was transformed by these gifts. We hope Jesus forgave and transformed the woman and 
Simon likewise. May God forgive us as we receive God’s gifts of love and faith. 
 
May we keep one another safe and healthy; God’s grace is our means to do so. 
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