
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 16:22-34 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 The crowd in Philippi joined in the attack on Paul and Silas, and the magistrates had them 
stripped and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After inflicting many blows on them, they 
threw them into prison and instructed the jailer to guard them securely. When he received 
these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and secured their feet to a stake. About 
midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God as the prisoners listened, 
there was suddenly such a severe earthquake that the foundations of the jail shook; all the 
doors flew open, and the chains of all were pulled loose. When the jailer woke up and saw the 
prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, thinking that the 
prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted out in a loud voice, “Do no harm to yourself; we are all 
here.” He asked for a light and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and 
Silas. Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you and your household will be saved.” So they spoke the word 
of the Lord to him and to everyone in his house. He took them in at that hour of the night and 
bathed their wounds; then he and all his family were baptized at once. He brought them up into 
his house and provided a meal and with his household rejoiced at having come to faith in God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 
Your right hand saves me, O Lord. 
 
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, for you have heard the words of my mouth; 
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise; I will worship at your holy temple, and give 
thanks to your name. 
Your right hand saves me, O Lord. 
 
Because of your kindness and your truth, you have made great above all things your name and 
your promise. When I called, you answered me; you built up strength within me. 
Your right hand saves me, O Lord. 
 
Your right hand saves me. The LORD will complete what he has done for me; your kindness, O 
LORD, endures forever; forsake not the work of your hands. 
Your right hand saves me, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 16:5-11 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Now I am going to the one who sent me, and not one of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I told you this, grief has filled your hearts. But I tell you 
the truth, it is better for you that I go. For if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to you. But 
if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes he will convict the world in regard to sin and 
righteousness and condemnation: sin, because they do not believe in me; righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father and you will no longer see me; condemnation, because the 
ruler of this world has been condemned.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



 
Reflection for the 6th Tuesday of Easter 
 
The story of Paul and Silas bound in jail has always held, for me, a bit of irony, even absurdity. 
When the jailor discovered the effects of the earthquake, the open doors to the jail, he 
expected the worst. His dangerous prisoners, Paul and Silas had escaped! He was ready to 
commit suicide because of their expected escape, but instead, when he discovered them to 
have stayed put, released them, took them as honored guests into his home and had them 
baptize him and his whole household as a result. I suppose we can chalk it all up to the grace 
and power of God, but wouldn’t this be considered a criminal act on his part? Wouldn’t he be 
vulnerable to the full force of the law and risk his own imprisonment and perhaps death as a 
result? 
 
We read this passage each year. I have always wondered what actually became of this man. 
What was his fate? Alas, the passage is not about him but about how God saved Paul and Silas 
from incarceration and how the jailor and his household came to faith in Jesus. Still, inquiring 
minds want to know. The ways of God are mysterious. Paul, Silas and the jailor are long dead, 
alive in Christ forever. We are alive now and seek God’s presence. This story fills me with the 
wonder of God as well as my human curiosity. Salvation is not the same as safety. 
 
In the synoptic gospels, Jesus never has such a long discourse. In John, Jesus speaks for several 
chapters at the last supper. This is one of the passages in Jesus farewell where he 
acknowledged how the disciples felt. Jesus took his leave from them. He said good-bye to them. 
In many ways, at least in John, the last supper is more like a wake than a dinner. “Grief has 
filled your hearts,” Jesus said. To quell their sorrow he promised an advocate. Now advocate is 
another word for a lawyer. I don’t think Jesus promised legal defense. At that time, Jesus could 
not impart comfort. Advocate comes from two Latin words “ad” and voco, vocare. Ad, a 
preposition, means to or toward. Voco, vocare, a verb, means call, call upon or summon. In this 
context, the advocate is the Holy Spirit. The Spirit accomplished what Jesus was unable to do. 
 
Jesus’ death and resurrection happened once and would never happen again. The Holy Spirit is 
on-going as was the healing of the disciple’s grief. Their sense of mission also grew so that 
Jesus’ mission is still carried out by us. The Spirit is active today. We are all called forth to serve 
God and each other in Jesus’ name. Jesus promised that the Spirit would heal, guide and 
enlighten the disciples and us. 
 
Jesus’ mission was to first die and then rise. Jesus was to return to the father and send the 
Spirit for us. This Jesus did, but Jesus’ mission is not yet over. We continue it by our witness to 
the gospel and pass it on to those who come after us. We work toward the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus’ mission will be complete when he returns and brings the Kingdom to its fullest. 
 
This gospel ended with Jesus’ enigmatic statement on sin, righteousness and condemnation. 
What, or who, is the ruler of the world? Is it Satan or the Beast of the book of Revelation? It is 
neither. It is the movement of God toward us. God in Jesus became a human being in all but sin. 
Jesus died to end the grip of death and our guilt of sin. Jesus rose as a sign that salvation had 
come to humanity. Only God is righteous; we are all sinners. We seek to become righteous. 
Righteousness is a gift of God won for us through Jesus’ dying on the cross and rising from the 
dead. Jesus condemned sin and forgave us. Through forgiveness we receive God’s gift of 
righteousness. God loves the sinner and not the sin. In returning to the Father, Jesus brought 
with him his human nature. God knows what its like to be us. The Spirit continues to unfold the 
path to God’s kingdom. 



 
The way of God is mystery. Paul and Silas, as prisoners, didn’t flee when they were able. Their 
honorable action saved the honor of their jailor. He saw in their action the power of God. He 
came to faith in Jesus without regards to his fate. Jesus’ promise of redemption has led the 
Church and each of us to this day. John’s enigmatic words lead back to God’s mystery; how love 
leads to salvation and life in the Kingdom. 
 
May God’s movement bring wonder and awe to us all. 
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