Readings for the 6th Sunday of Easter
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:

When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling at his feet, paid him homage. Peter, however, raised him up, saying, “Get up. I myself am also a human being.” Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, “In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.” While Peter was still speaking these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the word. The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the Gentiles also, for they could hear them speaking in tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter responded, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as we have?” He ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds; His right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm.

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
The LORD has made his salvation known: in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel.

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God. Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into song; sing praise.

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-10
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John:

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love. In this way the love of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through him. In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.
The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:

Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy might be complete. This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you. This I command you: love one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Reflection for the 6th Sunday of Easter
There is always a context to these biblical stories. They occur within a narrative and geographical context. Simon Peter was in the coastal town of Joppa on mission. Cornelius was a Roman Centurion who lived, with his family, in the coastal town of Caesarea. Both towns were on the Mediterranean Sea. Both towns were northwest of Jerusalem. Joppa and Caesarea were between twenty five and thirty miles apart. This was a day’s journey by foot. Since they were coastal towns, going by ship would be faster. Cornelius was the second Gentile convert to Christ. The Ethiopian Eunuch was the first. The flood gates to Christ were about to open.
As a Roman Centurion, Cornelius was part of the military occupation of Palestine. Being so, he was also a man who sought for God. He was of pagan, Roman origins who came to believe in God. He was ripe for hearing the gospel. He heard of Peter in Joppa and sent for him. Peter had just had a powerful revelation while in prayer of the goodness of God’s entire creation. He was ripe to welcome Gentiles into Christ. Peter accepted Cornelius’ invitation and journeyed north to Caesarea. Peter arrived at Cornelius’ home after a full day of walking.
This Roman soldier, his family and household staff had come to believe in the One God. In gathering with Peter and his entourage, the narrative told us the Holy Spirit fell on them. They all began to speak in tongues. Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians know this well. They call it the Gift of Tongues. It sounds like nonsensical babbling, but the gift is really prayer. Behind this is a profound notion. We may think we offer our prayers to God but prayer is God’s gift to us. Our prayers draw and bind us closer to God and one another. That it happened to all who were gathered astonished the Jewish believers in Jesus accompanying Peter.

There is only one human race. Every human being is created in the image and likeness of God. When people talk about race, there is no other than human. Ethnic differences do not make anyone more or less human. Peter said it very well, “God shows no partiality.” Jesus came to save everyone. Each person is a beloved son or daughter of God. As Cornelius and his household were baptized in the Holy Spirit and then water, so were we. We have celebrated the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. Water is the sign of baptism into Christ that saves us from sin. Chrism, a perfumed oil, used in Baptism and Confirmation, is the sign of baptism into the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 98 has the command, “Sing a new song to the Lord. He has done wondrous deeds.” Not only is the song new, but sung in many different languages. As new people from all over the world come to faith, they bring diversity to the song. Richness and wonder are the fruits of today’s story. The events of which have led directly to us. We now sing God’s new song, together with all who believe.
The letter of First John has a context. Knowing God for John is very important. There was another Christian group that existed in his time. They were called Gnostic Christians. They believed, simply put, that those who believed gained secret, hidden knowledge of God. This made them elite, above other Christians. John rejected that notion. To him, profound knowledge of God could only be expressed in love. There was no secret. God is love; where ever there’s love, there’s God. People gave witness that they truly knew God as they loved themselves and others. They could love because God first loved them. Their behavior was the means by which God expressed God in the world. God knew no partiality and wherever there was love, God was present.
We have, as Catholics all sorts of laws and rules to follow. But if these laws and rules do not have love at their basis, they are empty. If we live without love we are, as Paul put it, “Empty gongs and clashing cymbals,” devoid of God. Jesus gave us a commandment, “Love.” He told us to remain in his love. As the Father loves Jesus, Jesus loves us. Their love is infinite, eternal and unconditional. To remain in Jesus’ love, we love one another the way Jesus loves us. Jesus’ love is a gift he freely gives us. He chose us to receive it.

What does Jesus expect from us? We are human and unlike God, limited. Does Jesus want us to be perfect? No, he wants our lives to bear fruit, fruit that endures. What is that? Love endures. There’s a safe-guard in all this. Our limits preclude perfection. When we fail, and we will, God’s enduring and perfect love will forgive us. God’s forgiveness is just a thought away for nothing can separate us from God’s love. We can always rely on God’s love for what we need.

Jesus gives us his peace and joy. To have complete peace and joy is Jesus promise. He’s talking about eternal life and heaven right? Not exactly, for if he were, we would be caught in the trap set by Carl Marx. Life is brutal, short and difficult. The promise is only for the life to come. That has always sounded to me like bad news. The gospel is good news and meant for us who live. We can experience God’s peace in times of upheaval and turmoil. We can know God’s joy in times of great sorrow. We can know peace and joy as we know God, in love. God is never more than a thought away. We can know peace and joy when we are close to God and one another. We may not know these things fully, but as we live and when we need God the most, we can know God is near. Through our experiences of God, we glimpse eternity.
May our days lead us through one another to God’s presence.
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